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�. Introduzione

6HFRQGR� OD� WHVL�RJJL�SUHYDOHQWH� LQ�VFLHQ]D�FRJQLWLYD�±� LO�SURJUDPPD�GL� ULFHUFD�DYYLDWR�
GD�&KRPVN\�QHOOD�PHWj�GHJOL� DQQL�&LQTXDQWD�GHO�1RYHFHQWR�±� LO� WUDWWR�GL�SHFXOLDULWj� FKH�
distingue il linguaggio dagli altri sistemi comunicativi è il carattere ricorsivo delle regole 
e dei principi alla base della Grammatica Universale (GU)���/D�ULFRUVLYLWj�LQ�HIIHWWL�q�DOOD�
base della creatività combinatoria (la capacità di generare un numero illimitato di enunciati 
D�SDUWLUH�GD�XQ�QXPHUR�¿QLWR�GL�FRPSRQHQWL�H�GL�UHJROH�GL�FRPELQD]LRQH���XQD�GHOOH�FDUDWWH-
ULVWLFKH�SL��WLSLFKH�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR�XPDQR��/D�SRVVLELOLWj�GL�GLVSRUUH�GL�XQD�FDSDFLWj�GL�TXHVWR�
WLSR�q�GL�VWUDRUGLQDULD�LPSRUWDQ]D�QHL�UDSSRUWL�WUD�SHQVLHUR�H�OLQJXDJJLR��VHFRQGR�3LQNHU�, ad 
HVHPSLR��q�VROR�SHU�LO�WUDPLWH�GL�VWUXWWXUH�FKH�DPPHWWRQR�IRUPH�GL�HVSUHVVLRQL�LQFDVVDWH�LQ�
altre espressioni che è possibile esprime pensieri relativi a ZKR�GLG�ZKDW�WR�ZKRP��ZKDW�LW�LV�
WUXH�RI�ZKDW��ZKHUH��ZKHQ�DQG�ZK\�
/¶LGHD�D�IRQGDPHQWR�GL�TXHVWR�VFULWWR�q�FKH�LO�WHPD�GHOO¶RULJLQH�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR�UDSSUHVHQ-

ti il banco di prova dell’analisi delle caratteristiche essenziali delle capacità comunicative 
XPDQH��3HU�OD�ULOHYDQ]D�FKH�LO�PRGHOOR�GHOOD�*8�ULYHVWH�QHO�GLEDWWLWR�FRQWHPSRUDQHR��OR�VFHW-
WLFLVPR�GL�&KRPVN\�FLUFD�OD�SRVVLELOLWj�GL�DQDOL]]DUH�LO�OLQJXDJJLR�LQ�WHUPLQL�HYROX]LRQLVWLFL�
UDSSUHVHQWD�XQ�SDVVDJJLR�REEOLJDWR�SHU�FKLXQTXH�YRJOLD�DIIURQWDUH�LO�WHPD�GHOOD�QDVFLWD�GHO�

�� &IU��0��+DXVHU / 1��&KRPVN\ / 7��)LWFK��7KH�)DFXOW\�RI�/DQJXDJH��:KDW�,V�,W��:KR�+DV�,W��DQG�+RZ�'LG�
,W�(YROYH"� in «Science», �����������SS�������������

�� 6��3LQNHU��Language as an Adaptation to the Cognitive Niche��LQ�0��&KULVWLDQVHQ / 6��.LUE\��D�FXUD�GL���
/DQJXDJH�(YROXWLRQ��6WDWHV�RI�WKH�$UW��2[IRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��1HZ�<RUN�������
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OLQJXDJJLR��/D�QRVWUD�LGHD�q�FKH�OD�ULQXQFLD�GL�&KRPVN\�DOOD�WHRULD�GHOO¶HYROX]LRQH�GLSHQGD�
GDO�IDWWR�FKH�OD�*8�VLD�LQFRQFLOLDELOH�FRQ�OD�WHRULD�GDUZLQLDQD��,Q�TXHVWR�VFULWWR�VRVWHUUHPR�
che un modello del linguaggio che non supera il test della plausibilità evoluzionistica non 
è un modello interpretativo che merita di essere preso in considerazione���3LQNHU�H�%ORRP� 
KDQQR�SURYDWR�D�FRQFLOLDUH�OD�*8�FRQ�OD�WHRULD�GHOOD�VHOH]LRQH�QDWXUDOH��D�GLVSHWWR�GHOO¶LPSH-
JQR�SURIXVR��WXWWDYLD��OD�ORUR�SURSRVWD�QRQ�DSSDUH�FRQYLQFHQWH���$OOD�OXFH�GHOOH�FULWLFKH�PRV-
VH�DOOD�SURSRVWD�GL�3LQNHU�H�%ORRP�H�LQ�FRQVLGHUD]LRQH�GHO�IDWWR�FKH�OD�*8�QRQ�VXSHUD�LO�WHVW�
della plausibilità evoluzionistica, la nostra idea è che un’indagine sull’origine del linguaggio 
in linea con la proposta darwiniana comporti l’assunzione di un nuovo modello interpretati-
YR��OD�SULRULWj�VROLWDPHQWH�DFFRUGDWD�DOOD�JUDPPDWLFD��H�LQ�SDUWLFRODU�PRGR�DOOD�VLQWDVVL��GHYH�
ODVFLDUH�LO�SRVWR�D�XQD�FRQFH]LRQH�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR�IRQGDWD�VXOOD�SUDJPDWLFD��

Riconoscere la priorità della pragmatica sulla grammatica implica un radicale mutamento 
GL�SURVSHWWLYD�ULVSHWWR�DO�PRGR�GL�LQWHQGHUH�OD�QDWXUD�GHOOH�QRVWUH�FDSDFLWj�FRPXQLFDWLYH��LQ�
WDOH�PXWDPHQWR�GL�SURVSHWWLYD�OD�TXHVWLRQH�GL�FRPH�OH�HVSUHVVLRQL�VLPEROLFKH�VLDQR�DQFRUDWH�
DO�FRQWHVWR�SUHQGH�LO�SRVWR�GHO�SUREOHPD�GL�FRPH�L�VLPEROL�VL�FRPELQLQR�WUD�ORUR��6RVWHQHUH�
che la capacità di parlare in modo «coerente e consonante» alla situazione sia la caratteri-
VWLFKH�HVVHQ]LDOH�GHOO¶RULJLQH�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR�VLJQL¿FD�ULFRQRVFHUH�DOOD�FDSDFLWj�GL�SDUODUH�LQ�
PRGR�DSSURSULDWR�DO�FRQWHVWR�XQ�SULPDWR�ORJLFR�H�WHPSRUDOH�VXOOD�ULFRUVLYLWj��&KH�OD�TXH-
stione del parlare in modo appropriato sia decisiva per indagare le capacità verbali umane 
q�OR�VWHVVR�&KRPVN\��D�ULFRQRVFHUOR��IDFHQGR�ULIHULPHQWR�D�&DUWHVLR��HJOL�VRVWLHQH�FKH�O¶XVR�
ÀHVVLELOH�H�FUHDWLYR�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR�XPDQR�WURYL�IRQGDPHQWR�QHOOD�FDSDFLWj�GL�SDUODUH�LQ�PRGR�
FRHUHQWH�H�FRQVRQDQWH�DOOD�VLWXD]LRQH��'HWWR�TXHVWR��SHUz��&KRPVN\�QRQ�DJJLXQJH�DOWUR��OD�
sua idea in proposito è che l’appropriatezza del linguaggio sia un mistero che non ammette 
soluzioni, un problema (il cosiddetto «problema di Cartesio») che la mente umana può porre 
PD�QRQ�SXz�ULVROYHUH� LQ�YLD�GL�SULQFLSLR��/D�QRVWUD� LGHD� LQ�TXHVWR�VFULWWR�q�FKH�&KRPVN\�
FROJD� QHO� VHJQR� QHO� VRVWHQHUH� FKH� O¶XVR�ÀHVVLELOH� H� FUHDWLYR� GHO� OLQJXDJJLR� UDSSUHVHQWL� LO�
carattere distintivo delle nostre capacità comunicative, ma che si sbagli nel pensare che il 
SDUODUH�LQ�PRGR�DSSURSULDWR�VLD�XQ�PLVWHUR�FKH�QRQ�DPPHWWH�VROX]LRQL�LQ�YLD�GL�SULQFLSLR��/R�
VSRVWDPHQWR�GL�DWWHQ]LRQH�GDOOD�SUDJPDWLFD�DOOD�JUDPPDWLFD��FKH�&KRPVN\�QRQ�q�GLVSRVWR�D�
FRPSLHUH��WXWWDYLD��FRVWLWXLVFH�OD�PRVVD�GD�IDUH�SHU�VXSHUDUH�LO�YLFROR�FLHFR�GHO�©SUREOHPD�GL�
&DUWHVLRª��SRLFKp�OD�VLQWDVVL�VSLHJD�OD�FUHDWLYLWj�FRPELQDWRULD��FRPH�L�VLPEROL�VL�FRPELQDQR�
tra loro) ma non l’uso creativo del linguaggio (come i simboli si ancorano alla situazione 
contestuale), l’idea che la ricorsività costituisca la caratteristica essenziale del linguaggio 

�� )��)HUUHWWL��Alle origini del linguaggio umano. Il punto di vista evoluzionistico, Laterza, Roma-Bari 
������)��)HUUHWWL��Coevoluzionismo senza se e senza ma��LQ�©5LYLVWD�GL�HVWHWLFDª���������������SS���������
)��)HUUHWWL, La coevoluzione di linguaggio e cervello��LQ�©1XRYD�&LYLOWj�GHOOH�0DFFKLQHª�����������SS��
������

�� 6��3LQNHU / 3��%ORRP��Natural Language and Natural Selection, in «Behavioral and Brain Sciences», 
�������������SS�����������FIU��DQFKH�6��3LQNHU��The Language Instinct��0RUURZ��1HZ�<RUN�������WU��LW���
L’istinto del linguaggio��0RQGDGRUL��0LODQR�������

�� 0��7RPDVHOOR��Language Is Not an Instinct��LQ�©&RJQLWLYH�'HYHORSPHQWª������������SS�����������0�+��
Christiansen / 1��&KDWHU��Language as Shaped by the Brain��LQ�©%HKDYLRUDO�DQG�%UDLQ�6FLHQFHVª���������
������SS�����������

�� 1��&KRPVN\��/DQJXDJH�DQG�3UREOHPV�RI�.QRZOHGJH��The Managua Lectures,�0,7�3UHVV��&DPEULGJH�
������WU��LW��Linguaggio e problemi della conoscenza,�,O�0XOLQR��%RORJQD������
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GHYH�HVVHUH�SURIRQGDPHQWH�ULSHQVDWD��3ULPD�GL�HQWUDUH�QHL�GHWWDJOL�GHO�QRVWUR�DUJRPHQWR��F¶q�
DQFRUD�XQ¶XOWLPD�SUHFLVD]LRQH�GD�IDUH��
,Q�VFLHQ]D�FRJQLWLYD��OH�FRQVLGHUD]LRQL�WHRULFKH�FLUFD�OH�SURSULHWj�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR�GHYRQR�

HVVHUH�SRVWH�DO�YDJOLR�GHL�VLVWHPL�GL�HODERUD]LRQH�FKH�OH�UHDOL]]DQR��/R�VFHWWLFLVPR�GL�&KRP-
VN\�QHL�FRQIURQWL�GHO�©SUREOHPD�GL�&DUWHVLRª�q�LQ�ODUJD�SDUWH�GHWHUPLQDWR�GDOOD�PDQFDQ]D�GL�
FKLDUH]]D�FLUFD�TXDOL�VLVWHPL�GL�HODERUD]LRQH�GRYUHEEHUR�HVVHUH�LPSOLFDWL�QHOOD�©FRPSHWHQ]D�
FRPXQLFDWLYDª��$�VXR�GLUH��LQ�HIIHWWL��WXWWR�FLz�FKH�VL�SXz�VRVWHQHUH�FLUFD�LO�VLVWHPD�GL�HODER-
UD]LRQH�DOOD�EDVH�GHOO¶XVR�FUHDWLYR�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR�q�FKH�HVVR��LQ�DQDORJLD�FRO�IXQ]LRQDPHQWR�
GL�DOWUL�PRGXOL��GHEED�HVVHUH�VSHFL¿FR�SHU�GRPLQLR���&KRPVN\��� LQ�HIIHWWL��VRVWLHQH�FKH�VH�
XQ�VLVWHPD�GHO�JHQHUH�IRVVH�XQ�GLVSRVLWLYR�D�GRPLQLR�JHQHUDOH��DOORUD�©OD�³FRPSHWHQ]D�FR-
PXQLFDWLYD´�FKH�FL�UHQGH�FDSDFL�GL�XVDUH�LO�OLQJXDJJLR�LQ�PRGR�FRHUHQWH�H�FRQVRQDQWH�DOOD�
situazione» dovrebbe essere in grado di gestire anche capacità come «il saper ritrovare la 
strada di casa dopo aver deviato il percorso»���/¶HVHPSLR�q�LQWHUHVVDQWH�DL�QRVWUL�¿QL��VH�OD�
FRPSHWHQ]D�FRPXQLFDWLYD�IRVVH�JRYHUQDWD�GD�GLVSRVLWLYL�D�GRPLQLR�JHQHUDOH��GLFH�&KRPVN\��
proprietà così eterogenee come navigare e parlare dovrebbero essere realizzate da uno stesso 
GLVSRVLWLYR�FRJQLWLYR��Ê�O¶©HWHURJHQHLWjª�WUD�QDYLJD]LRQH�H�FDSDFLWj�YHUEDOL�FLz�FKH�VSLQJH�LO�
linguista americano a sostenere che l’uso creativo del linguaggio necessiti di un sistema di 
HODERUD]LRQH�VSHFLDOL]]DWR�H�LQGLSHQGHQWH�GDJOL�DOWUL�VLVWHPL�FRJQLWLYL��,Q�IRUWH�FRQWUDVWR�FRQ�
&KRPVN\��OD�QRVWUD�LGHD�q�FKH�XQD�SRVVLELOH�VWUDGD�GD�SHUFRUUHUH�SHU�XVFLUH�GDO�YLFROR�FLHFR�
GHO�©SUREOHPD�GL�&DUWHVLRª�VLD�TXHOOD�GL�SHQVDUH�DOOH�©IRUWL�DQDORJLHª��IXQ]LRQDOL�H�VWUXWWXUDOL��
WUD�OD�QDYLJD]LRQH�GHOOR�VSD]LR�H�OD�FDSDFLWj�GL�SDUODUH�LQ�PRGR�DSSURSULDWR�DOOD�VLWXD]LRQH��
$WWUDYHUVR�LO�ULIHULPHQWR�D�WDOL�DQDORJLH��FRPH�YHGUHPR��VDUj�SRVVLELOH�LSRWL]]DUH�XQ�PRGHOOR�
GHOO¶RULJLQH�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR�LQ�XQD�SURVSHWWLYD�JHQXLQDPHQWH�HYROX]LRQLVWLFD�

�� La priorità della pragmatica

Secondo il modello del codice��, per comprendere-produrre il linguaggio il parlante deve 
tradurre un pensiero in un’espressione del codice condiviso in modo che l’ascoltatore possa 
ULWUDGXUUH�O¶HVSUHVVLRQH�FRGL¿FDWD�QHO�SHQVLHUR�FKH�LO�SDUODQWH�LQWHQGHYD�FRPXQLFDUJOL��,�PR-
delli che, come la GU, considerano i processi di produzione e comprensione linguistica nei 
WHUPLQL�GHOO¶DQDOLVL�LQ�FRVWLWXHQWL�GHOOD�IUDVH��IDQQR�SL��R�PHQR�HVSOLFLWR�ULIHULPHQWR�DO�PR-
GHOOR�GHO�FRGLFH�GHOOD�FRPXQLFD]LRQH�XPDQD��,�GLVSRVLWLYL�DOOD�EDVH�GHOO¶HODERUD]LRQH�GHO�OLQ-
JXDJJLR��LQ�HIIHWWL��IXQ]LRQDQR�VROWDQWR�SUHVXSSRQHQGR�JOL�input�DPELHQWDOL�DGHJXDWL��VHQ]D�LO�
FRGLFH��OLQJXLVWLFR��OD�*8�±�XQ�GLVSRVLWLYR�LQQDWR�©VSHFLDOL]]DWRª�SHU�LO�OLQJXDJJLR�±�VDUHEEH�

�� -��)RGRU��The Modularity of Mind,�0,7�3UHVV��&DPEULGJH�������WU�LW��La mente modulare, ,O�0XOLQR��
%RORJQD�������-��Tooby / /��&RVPLGHV��The Psychological Foundations of Culture, LQ�-�+��%DUNRZ / /��
Cosmides / -��7RRE\��D�FXUD�GL���The Adapted Mind, 2[IRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��2[IRUG�������SS���������

�� %��6WHPPHU��$Q�2Q�/LQH�,QWHUYLHZ�ZLWK�1RDP�&KRPVN\��2Q�WKH�1DWXUH�RI�3UDJPDWLFV�DQG�5HODWHG�
Issues��LQ�©%UDLQ�DQG�/DQJXDJHª���������������SS����������

�� %��6WHPPHU��$Q�2Q�/LQH�,QWHUYLHZ�ZLWK�1RDP�&KRPVN\��2Q�WKH�1DWXUH�RI�3UDJPDWLFV�DQG�5HODWHG�
Issues��FLW���S�������

�� &IU��&�(��6KDQQRQ / :��:HDYHU��The Mathematical Theory of Communication��7KH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�,O-
OLQRLV�3UHVV��8UEDQD�������
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FRPH�XQ�VLVWHPD�SHU�OD�YLVLRQH�LQ�XQ�DPELHQWH�VHQ]D�OXFH��
3HU�TXDQWR�JRGD�GL�XQD�IRUWH�SODXVLELOLWj�LQWXLWLYD��LO�PRGHOOR�GHO�FRGLFH�QRQ�q�XQ�EXRQ�

PRGHOOR�GHOOD�FRPXQLFD]LRQH�XPDQD��3HU�DOPHQR�GXH�PRWLYL��QRQ�FRQYLQFH�GD�XQ�SXQWR�GL�
YLVWD�HYROXWLYR�H�QRQ�q�XQ�PRGHOOR�HVSOLFDWLYDPHQWH�HI¿FDFH�GHO�IXQ]LRQDPHQWR�HIIHWWLYR�GHO�
OLQJXDJJLR��'DO�SXQWR�GL�YLVWD�HYROXWLYR��LO�PRGHOOR�GHO�FRGLFH�presuppone l’esistenza di un 
VLVWHPD�VLPEROLFR��SUHVXSSRQH��YDOH�D�GLUH��HVDWWDPHQWH�FLz�FKH�OD�TXHVWLRQH�GHOO¶RULJLQH�GHO�
OLQJXDJJLR�q�FKLDPDWD�D�VSLHJDUH��/D�GLI¿FROWj�GL�XQD�SRVL]LRQH�GHO�JHQHUH�q�FDSLUH�FRPH�VLD�
possibile avere cervelli predisposti al linguaggio prima che gli umani siano in grado di uti-
OL]]DUH�LO�FRGLFH�VLPEROLFR�XWLOL]]DWR�GDOOD�FRPXQLWj�GHL�SDUODQWL�LQ�FXL�YLYRQR��6H�VL�HVFOXGH�
LO�SUHIRUPLVPR��OD�UHOD]LRQH�WUD�FRGLFH�OLQJXLVWLFR�H�*8�XQLYHUVDOH�DSSDUH�FLUFRODUH��OD�*8�
VHPEUD�SUHVXSSRUUH�XQ�FRGLFH�SHU�LO�VXR�UHDOH�IXQ]LRQDPHQWR��O¶HVLVWHQ]D�GL�XQ�FRGLFH��G¶DO-
WUD�SDUWH��q�QHOOD�SURVSHWWLYD�GL�&KRPVN\�GHO�WXWWR�GLSHQGHQWH�GDOOD�*8��
'HWWR�TXHVWR��LO�PRGHOOR�GHO�FRGLFH�QRQ�DSSDUH�FRQYLQFHQWH�VRSUDWWXWWR�VXO�SLDQR�GHO�IXQ-

]LRQDPHQWR�HIIHWWLYR�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR��)DFHQGR�ULIHULPHQWR�D�*ULFH����6SHUEHU�H�:LOVRQ�� han-
QR�PRVWUDWR�FKH�LO�PRGHOOR�GHO�FRGLFH�QRQ�IXQ]LRQD�SHUFKp�VSHVVR�FLz�FKH�LO�SDUODQWH�GLFH�QRQ�
q�FLz�FKH�LO�SDUODQWH�LQWHQGH�GLUH��/D�FRPSUHQVLRQH�OLQJXLVWLFD��LQ�UHDOWj��SL��FKH�VX�FLz�FKH�LO�
SDUODQWH�GLFH�HIIHWWLYDPHQWH��VL�EDVD�VX�FLz�FKH�LO�SDUODQWH�LQWHQGH�GLUH��RYYHUR�VX�FLz�FKH�HJOL�
QRQ�GLFH�R�ODVFLD�VROWDQWR�LPSOLFDWR��8Q�VHFRQGR�DVSHWWR��SDUWLFRODUPHQWH�ULOHYDQWH�DL�QRVWUL�
¿QL��GHOOH�GLI¿FROWj�GHO�PRGHOOR�GHO�FRGLFH��VXO�SLDQR�GHO�IXQ]LRQDPHQWR�HIIHWWLYR�GHO� OLQ-
JXDJJLR��GLSHQGH�GDO�SULPDWR�DFFRUGDWR�DOOD�IUDVH�QHL�SURFHVVL�GL�SURGX]LRQH�FRPSUHQVLRQH��
3HU�TXDQWR�O¶HODERUD]LRQH�GHOOD�IUDVH�FRVWLWXLVFD�XQ�WUDWWR�GHFLVLYR�GHOO¶HODERUD]LRQH�GHOO¶LQ-
IRUPD]LRQH�OLQJXLVWLFD��OD�QRVWUD�LGHD�LQ�TXHVWR�VFULWWR�q�FKH�O¶XVR�HIIHWWLYR�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR�QRQ�
SRVVD�HVVHUH�LQWHUSUHWDWR�VROWDQWR�LQ�ULIHULPHQWR�DOO¶DQDOLVL�GL�FRVWLWXHQWL�GHOOH�IUDVL��4XDQGR�
si abbandona l’idea, cara al modello del codice, della comunicazione come una traduzione 
meccanica tra espressioni linguistiche e pensieri, il primato tradizionalmente riconosciuto 
DOOD�IUDVH�ODVFLD�LO�SRVWR�DO�SULPDWR�GD�DFFRUGDUH�DO�ÀXVVR�GHO�GLVFRUVR��ROWUH�FKH�FRQ�O¶DQDOLVL�
GHL�FRPSRQHQWL�LQWHUQL�DOOD�IUDVH��PLFURDQDOLVL���LQ�HIIHWWL��OD�FRPSHWHQ]D�FRPXQLFDWLYD�KD�D�
FKH�IDUH�FRQ�O¶DQDOLVL�GHOOD�UHOD]LRQH�WUD�IUDVL�VXO�SLDQR�GHO�GLVFRUVR��PDFURDQDOLVL��
'DWL�SURYHQLHQWL�GDOOD�SDWRORJLD�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR�FRQIRUWDQR�OD�QRVWUD�LSRWHVL����/¶DQDOLVL�GHO�

OLQJXDJJLR�GHJOL�VFKL]RIUHQLFL��DG�HVHPSLR��FRQIHUPD�OD�IRUWH�GLVVRFLD]LRQH�WUD�L�GXH�OLYHOOL�
di analisi����SURYD�QH�VLD�LO�IHQRPHQR�GHO�©GHUDJOLDPHQWRª��XQ�IHQRPHQR�LQ�FXL�LO�FDUDWWHUH�
ORJLFR�H�VHTXHQ]LDOH�GHO�©¿OR�GHO�GLVFRUVRª�q�VRVWLWXLWR�GD�XQD�VXFFHVVLRQH�GL�IUDVL��VLQWDWWLFD-
mente corrette) irrelate e disconnesse tra loro����8Q�DOWUR�HVHPSLR�LQ�TXHVWD�GLUH]LRQH�q�TXHOOR�

�� 3��Grice, Meaning��LQ�©7KH�3KLORVRSKLFDO�5HYLHZª������������SS�����������
�� '��Sperber / '�:LOVRQ��Relevance: Communication and Cognition��+DUYDUG�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��&DP-

EULGJH�������WU��LW���La pertinenza��$QDEDVL��0LODQR�������'��Sperber / '��:LOVRQ��Pragmatics, Modu-

larity and Mind-Reading,�LQ�©0LQG�DQG�/DQJXDJHª������������SS��������
�� *��'DYLV / 7��2¶�1HLO�3LUR]]L / 0��&RRQ��Referential Cohesion and Logical Coherence of Narration 

$IWHU�5LJKW�+HPLVSKHUH�6WURNH��LQ�©%UDLQ�DQG�/DQJXDJHª������������SS�����������$��0DULQL / 6��&DUOR-
magno / &��&DOWDJLURQH / 8��1RFHQWLQL��7KH�5ROH�3OD\HG�E\�WKH�5LJKW�+HPLVSKHUH�LQ�WKH�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�
&RPSOH[�7H[WXDO�6WUXFWXUHV��LQ�©%UDLQ�DQG�/DQJXDJHª������������SS��������

�� $��0DULQL / ,��6SROHWLQL / $��5XELQR / 0��&LXIID / *��%DQ¿ / $��6LUDFXVDQR / 3��%ULD / &��&DOWDJLURQH / *��
Spalletta, The Language of Schizophrenia: An Analysis of Micro- and Macrolinguistic Abilities and 

Their Neuropsychological Correlates��LQ�©6FKL]RSKUHQLD�5HVHDUFKª�������������SS����������
�� 1�&��$QGUHDVHQ��7KRXJKW��/DQJXDJH��DQG�&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�'LVRUGHUV��&OLQLFDO�$VVHVVPHQW��'H¿QLWLRQ�
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GHOOD�VLQGURPH�GL�:LOOLDPV��:6���L�VRJJHWWL�:6��PRVWUDQR�EXRQH�FDSDFLWj�IRQRORJLFKH��OHV-
VLFDOL�H�VLQWDWWLFKH��PD�XQD�VLJQL¿FDWLYD�GLI¿FROWj�VXO�SLDQR�GHO�GLVFRUVR����,O�GDWR�LQWHUHVVDQWH�
DL�QRVWUL�¿QL�q�FKH��SHU�TXDQWR�L�VRJJHWWL�VFKL]RIUHQLFL�H�TXHOOL�:6�HVHPSOL¿FKLQR�VLWXD]LRQL�
FOLQLFKH�PROWR�GLYHUVH�WUD�ORUR��OH�ORUR�GLI¿FROWj�FRPXQLFDWLYH�HYLGHQ]LDQR�XQ�WUDWWR�FRPXQH��
l’incapacità di «mantenere la rotta» del discorso, ovvero di costruire successioni di espres-
VLRQL�JXLGDWH�GD�XQ�SULQFLSLR�GL�FRHUHQ]D��,Q�XQD�SURVSHWWLYD�LQ�FXL�LO�SLDQR�GHOOD�PDFURDQDOLVL�
YLHQH�FRQVLGHUDWR�SULRULWDULR��VLD�VXO�SLDQR�ORJLFR�VLD�VX�TXHOOR�WHPSRUDOH��ULVSHWWR�D�TXHOOR�
della microanalisi, la comunicazione assume il carattere di un percorso, puntellato di indizi, 
LO�FXL�SRWHUH�HVSUHVVLYR�q� IRUWHPHQWH�FRQQHVVR�DOOD�FRHUHQ]D�H�DOOD�FRQVRQDQ]D�DOOD�VLWXD-
]LRQH�� LQ�TXHVWR�SHUFRUVR�OR�VFDPELR�FRPXQLFDWLYR�q�DI¿GDWR�DOOR�VIRU]R�FRQJLXQWR�FKH�LO�
parlante e l’ascoltatore mettono in atto per  costruire la rotta e mantenere la giusta direzione 
GD�VHJXLUH�SHU�UDJJLXQJHUH�OD�PHWD��&RQVLGHUD]LRQL�GL�TXHVWR�WLSR�FL�SRUWDQR�D�LSRWL]]DUH�FKH�
OD�FRPSHWHQ]D�FRPXQLFDWLYD��D�GLVSHWWR�GL�TXDQWR�VRVWLHQH�&KRPVN\��SRVVD�DYHUH�VHULDPHQWH�
D�FKH�IDUH�FRQ�L�VLVWHPL�GL�QDYLJD]LRQH�QHOOR�VSD]LR�

�� Navigazione nello spazio ed elaborazione discorsiva 

$QFKH�LQWXLWLYDPHQWH��OD�QDYLJD]LRQH�QHOOR�VSD]LR�UDSSUHVHQWD�XQD�EXRQD�PHWDIRUD�SHU�VSLH-
JDUH�L�SURFHVVL�FKH�UHJRODQR�LO�ÀXVVR�GHO�GLVFRUVR��-RQVVRQ���GH¿QLVFH�OD�QDYLJD]LRQH�FRPH�OD�
FDSDFLWj�GL�UDJJLXQJHUH�XQD�PHWD�WHQHQGR�FRQWR�GHO�SXQWR�LQ�FXL�FL�VL�WURYD��*DOOLVWHO�� considera 
invece la navigazione come «il processo di determinare e mantenere la rotta e la direzione che 
FRQJLXQJRQR�XQ�SXQWR�D�XQ�DOWURª��4XHVWH�GH¿QL]LRQL�ULPDQGDQR�D�GXH�DVSHWWL�SDUWLFRODUPHQWH�LQ-
WHUHVVDQWL�DL�QRVWUL�¿QL��LO�SULPR�q�LO�ULFKLDPR�DO�IDWWR�FKH�SHU�VDSHUH�GRYH�DQGDUH��SHU�LQGLYLGXDUH�
OD�JLXVWD�GLUH]LRQH�GD�LQWUDSUHQGHUH��q�VHPSUH�QHFHVVDULR�VDSHUH�LO�SXQWR�LQ�FXL�FL�VL�WURYD��LO�VHFRQ-
GR�ULJXDUGD�LO�IDWWR�FKH�OD�FDSDFLWj�GL�PDQWHQHUH�OD�URWWD�QHOOD�JLXVWD�GLUH]LRQH�q�XQD�FRPSRQHQWH�
FKLDYH�SHU�UDJJLXQJHUH�XQD�GHWHUPLQDWD�GHVWLQD]LRQH��&Lz�FKH�DFFDGH�QHOOD�QDYLJD]LRQH�UHDOH��LQ-
IDWWL��QRQ�q�PDL�FLz�FKH�DYYLHQH�QHOOD�SLDQL¿FD]LRQH�GHO�SHUFRUVR�VXOOD�PDSSD��FRPH�TXDQGR��SHU�
calcolare l’azimut tra due punti, si traccia la linea retta che li congiunge con un segno di matita 
VXOOD�FDUWD���LO�PRYLPHQWR�HIIHWWLYR�QHOOR�VSD]LR�ULFKLHGH��SHU�VXSHUDUH�OH�DVSHULWj�GHO�WHUUHQR��XQ�
FRQWUROOR�FRVWDQWH�H�XQ�ULDOOLQHDPHQWR�FRQWLQXR��FRQWLQXH�IXRULXVFLWH�H�FRQWLQXL�ULHQWUL�QHOOD�URWWD�
VWDELOLWD��GHOOD�GLUH]LRQH�GD�VHJXLUH��,Q�XQ�PRGR�GHO�WXWWR�VLPLOH��DQFKH�OD�FRVWUX]LRQH�GHO�SLDQR�
GHO�GLVFRUVR��ROWUH�DOO¶LGHQWL¿FD]LRQH�GHOOD�PHWD�GD�UDJJLXQJHUH��LO�FRQWHQXWR�LQIRUPDWLYR�FKH�VL�
LQWHQGH�WUDVPHWWHUH��LPSOLFD�XQ�FRQWLQXR�ULDOOLQHDPHQWR�GHOOD�URWWD�GD�VHJXLUH��SHU�FRVWUXLUH�XQ�
ÀXVVR�FRHUHQWH�GL�HVSUHVVLRQL��LQIDWWL��OH�GLJUHVVLRQL�H�L�GHUDJOLDPHQWL�FKH�VSHVVR�FDUDWWHUL]]DQR�OD�
FRPXQLFD]LRQH�YHUEDOH�GHYRQR�HVVHUH�SUHVWR�ULSRUWDWH�QHOO¶DOYHR�GHOOD�URWWD�GD�VHJXLUH�

La stretta relazione tra produzione del discorso e navigazione spaziale appare anche in ri-
IHULPHQWR�DOOD�GLVWLQ]LRQH� WUD�SURFHVVL�GL�SURJHWWD]LRQH�H�SLDQL¿FD]LRQH�GHOOD� URWWD� H�SURFHVVL�

of Terms and Assessment of Their Reliability, in «$UFKLYHV�RI�*HQHUDO�3V\FKLDWU\»������������SS�������
�����

�� $��Marini / 6��0DUWHOOL / &��*DJOLDUGL / )��)DEEUR / 5��%RUJDWWL��Narrative Language in Williams Syndrome 

and Its Neuropsychological Correlates��LQ�©-RXUQDO�RI�1HXUROLQJXLVWLFVª������������SS���������
�� (��-RQVVRQ��,QQHU�1DYLJDWLRQ��:K\�:H�*HW�/RVW�DQG�+RZ�:H�)LQG�2XU�:D\��6FULEQHU��1HZ�<RUN��������
�� &�5��*DOOLVWHO��7KH�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�/HDUQLQJ��%UDGIRUG�0,7�3UHVV��&DPEULGJH�������S������
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LPSOLFDWL�QHOOD�QDYLJD]LRQH�HIIHWWLYD��/D�IDVH�GL�LGHD]LRQH�GHO�SHUFRUVR�GD�LQWUDSUHQGHUH�ULJXDUGD�
prevalentemente la produzione di mappe mentali, rappresentazioni allocentriche in cui lo spazio 
H�OH�UHOD]LRQL�GHJOL�RJJHWWL�QHOOR�VSD]LR�VRQR�UDI¿JXUDWH�LQ�PRGR�LQGLSHQGHQWH�GDOOD�SRVL]LRQH�
GHOO¶RVVHUYDWRUH��&RQ�XQD�VHULH�GL�HVSHULPHQWL�VXL�FRQGXWWRUL�GL�WD[L�ORQGLQHVL��6SLHUV�H�0DJXLUH�� 
KDQQR�PRVWUDWR�FKH�OD�SLDQL¿FD]LRQH�GHO�SHUFRUVR�SULPD�GHOOD�QDYLJD]LRQH�YHUD�H�SURSULD�LPSOLFD�
O¶DWWLYD]LRQH�QHO�FHUYHOOR�GHOO¶LSSRFDPSR��GHOOD�FRUWHFFLD�UHWURVSOHQLDOH�H�GL�TXHOOD�IURQWDOH��/D�
FRVWUX]LRQH�GL�XQD�PDSSD�PHQWDOH�q�LO�SUHUHTXLVLWR�GL�RJQL�IRUPD�GL�QDYLJD]LRQH�LQWHQ]LRQDOH�
nello spazio���

Se la costruzione di mappe allocentriche è parte essenziale dei processi di ideazione del per-
FRUVR��JOL�VSRVWDPHQWL�HIIHWWLYL�VXO�WHUULWRULR�LPSOLFDQR�LO�FRLQYROJLPHQWR�GL�SURFHVVL�GL�HODERUD-
]LRQH�GL�WLSR�HJRFHQWULFR��/H�UDSSUHVHQWD]LRQL�LQ�JLRFR�QHOOD�QDYLJD]LRQH�HIIHWWLYD�VRQR�HODERUDWH�
GD�VWUXWWXUH�FHUHEUDOL��JLUR�OLQJXDOH��FRUWHFFLD�FDOFDULQD��JLUR�IXVLIRUPH��SDUDLSSRFDPSR��DIIDWWR�
GLYHUVH�GD�TXHOOH�FKH�UHJRODQR�OD�FRVWUX]LRQH�GL�PDSSH�PHQWDOL�QHOOH�IDVL�GHOOD�SLDQL¿FD]LRQH�
del percorso����8QD�SDUWH�LPSRUWDQWH�GL�TXHVWL�SURFHVVL�q�DI¿GDWD�DO�©VHQVR�LQWHUQR�GHOOD�GLUH]LR-
ne» una sorta di bussola mentale che permette di individuare e mantenere la direzione verso la 
PHWD�DQFKH�LQ�DVVHQ]D�GL�ULIHULPHQWL�HVWHUQL����'HWWR�TXHVWR��O¶DVSHWWR�FKLDYH�GHOOD�QDYLJD]LRQH�
VXO�WHUULWRULR�q�DI¿GDWD�DOO¶HODERUD]LRQH�GL�IDWWRUL�HVWHUQL�DOOD�PHQWH��WUD�TXHVWL�HPHUJH�LQ�SULPR�
piano l’individuazione e il riconoscimento dei ODQGPDUN��SXQWL�FDUDWWHULVWLFL�TXDOL�FKLHVH��HGL¿FL�
SDUWLFRODUL�R�TXDOVLDVL�DOWUD�FRVD�VL�SUHVWL�D�IXQ]LRQDUH�GD�FRQWUDVVHJQR�IDFLOPHQWH�ULFRQRVFLEL-
OH���-RQQVRQ�KD�VRWWROLQHDWR�LO�SRWHUH�©PDJQHWLFRª�GL�TXHVWL�SXQWL�GL�ULIHULPHQWR�VXO�WHUULWRULR�H�
1HPPL�H�FROOHJKL�� considerano i ODQGPDUN�DOOD�VWUHJXD�GHO�UXROR�FKH�L�IDUL�KDQQR�QHOO¶LQGLFDUH�OD�
YLD�DL�QDYLJDWRUL��/D�QRVWUD�LGHD�q�FKH�ROWUH�D�FRQVLGHUDUH�LO�SRWHUH�DWWUDWWLYR�GHL�ODQGPDUN come 
JXLGD�DOOD�QDYLJD]LRQH��VLD�LPSRUWDQWH�FRQVLGHUDUH�OD�ORUR�IXQ]LRQH�GL�©SXQWL�GL�DSSURGRª��WDSSH�
LQWHUPHGLH�GHO�SHUFRUVR�YHUVR�OD�PHWD�LQ�FXL�FKL�YLDJJLD�VL�IHUPD�SHU�YHUL¿FDUH�OD�FRUUHWWH]]D�
GHOOD�GLUH]LRQH��ROWUH�FKH�SHU�ULSUHQGHUH�OH�IRU]H�QHFHVVDULH�D�ULPHWWHUVL�GL�QXRYR�LQ�FDPPLQR��
Considerati sia come poli di attrazione sia come punti di approdo, i ODQGPDUN rappresentano il 
SXQWR�GL�FRQYHUJHQ]D�WUD�OH�FDUDWWHULVWLFKH�DVWUDWWH�GHOOH�PDSSH�PHQWDOL�H�OD�QDYLJD]LRQH�HIIHWWLYD�
VXO�WHUULWRULR��/D�VWUHWWD�FRUUHOD]LRQH�WUD�TXHVWH�GXH�FDUDWWHULVWLFKH�q�ULDVVXQWD�PROWR�HI¿FDFHPHQWH�
GD�-RQQVRQ�

:KHQ�ZH�ZDQW�WR�JR�D�IDUDZD\�IDPLOLDU�SODFH��ZH�¿UVW�VHH�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�WR�LW�LQ�RXU�FRJQLWLYH�PDS��

�� +�-��6SLHUV / (�$��0DJXLUH��Thoughts, Behaviour, and Brain Dynamics During Navigation in the Real 

World��LQ�©1HXURLPDJHª���������������SS�������������(�$��0DJXLUH / 1��%XUJHVV / -��'RQQHWW / 5��)UDFN-
RZLDN / &��)ULWK / -��2¶.HHIH��.QRZLQJ�:KHUH�DQG�*HWWLQJ�7KHUH��$�+XPDQ�1DYLJDWLRQ�1HWZRUN, in 
©6FLHQFHª�������������SS����������

�� -�¶2.HHIH / /��1DGHO��The Hippocampus as a Cognitive Map��2[IRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��&DPEULGJH�
������

�� 5�$��(SVWHLQ��Parahippocampal and Retrosplenial Contributions to Human Spatial Navigation, in 
©7UHQGV�LQ�&RJQLWLYH�6FLHQFHVª���������������SS����������

�� &IU��3�$�'XGFKHQNR��Why People Get Lost: the Psychology and Neuroscience of Spatial Cognition, 
2[IRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��2[IRUG�������&��(OODUG��:KHUH�$P�,"�:K\�:H�&DQ�)LQG�2XU�:D\�WR� WKH�
Moon but Get Lost in the Mall��+DUSHU�&ROOLQV�&DQDGD��7RURQWR�������(��-RQVVRQ��Inner Navigation. 

:K\�:H�*HW�/RVW�DQG�+RZ�:H�)LQG�2XU�:D\��FLW�
�� )��1HPPL / )��3LUDV / 3��3pUDQ / &��,QFRFFLD / 8��6DEDWLQL / &��*XDULJOLD��/DQGPDUN�6HTXHQFLQJ�DQG�5RXWH�

.QRZOHGJH��DQ�I05,�6WXG\��LQ�©&RUWH[ª�������GRL����������M�FRUWH[��������������
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Il
:H�VHH�LW�IURP�ZKHUH�ZH�DUH�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�GHWDLO��LW�LV�MXVW�DQ�DZDUHQHVV�RI�D�GLUHFWLRQ�DQG�GLVWDQFH��
/DWHU�ZKHQ�ZH�WKLQN�DERXW�KRZ�WR�JR�WKHUH��ZH�SLFWXUH�WKH�URXWH�ZH�KDYH�WR�IROORZ��8VXDOO\�ZH�
FDQQRW�YLVXDOL]H�WKLV�URXWH�DV�RQH�SLFWXUH�DOO�WKH�ZD\�IURP�RXU�VWDUWLQJ�SRLQW�WR�RXU�GHVWLQDWLRQ�ZLWK�
VXI¿FLHQW�GHWDLO�WR�EH�XVHIXO��LQVWHDG�D�FRJQLWLYH�URXWH�PDS�LV�D�VHULHV�RI�SLFWXUHV�VHHQ�IURP�SRLQWV�
DORQJ�WKH�URXWH�DQG�LQ�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�DUH�WUDYHOOLQJ��,W�LV�DV�LI�ZH��ZKHQ�ZH�HQFRGHG�WKH�
PDS�RI�WKLV�URXWH�HDUOLHU��KDG�D�FDPHUD�DQG�VQDSSHG�D�SLFWXUH�HYHU\�WLPH�VRPHWKLQJ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DS-
SHDUHG�DKHDG��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�D�PRQRWRQRXV�ERULQJ�SDUW�LV�QHJOHFWHG�LQ�RXU�PDS��ZKHUHDV�D�VWUHWFK�
ZLWK�PDQ\�RXWVWDQGLQJ�ODQGPDUNV�LV�ZHOO�FRYHUHG��$QG�VLQFH�RXU�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�WDVNV�LV�WR�UHDFK�
RXU�GHVWLQDWLRQ�ZLWKRXW�IDLO��DOO�WKH�SODFHV�DORQJ�WKH�URXWH�ZKHUH�ZH�FRXOG�SRVVLEO\�WDNH�WKH�ZURQJ�
URDG��OLNH�IRUNV�DQG�LQWHUVHFWLRQV��DUH�VKRZQ�ZLWK�HQRXJK�GHWDLO�WR�SUHYHQW�PLVWDNHV����

&RQVLGHUD]LRQL�GL�TXHVWR� WLSR��FRPH�YHGUHPR��KDQQR�XQ�UXROR�HVVHQ]LDOH�SHU�HVWHQGHUH�
il modello della navigazione ai processi di comunicazione alla base della comprensione del 
GLVFRUVR��/D�QRVWUD�LGHD�q�FKH�OD�FRVWUX]LRQH�GL�PDSSH�PHQWDOL��QHOOD�IDVH�GL�LGHD]LRQH��H�OD�
localizzazione e individuazione di ODQGPDUN��QHOOD�QDYLJD]LRQH�HIIHWWLYD�VXO�WHUULWRULR��VLDQR�
alla base della capacità, distintiva del linguaggio umano, di parlare in modo coerente e con-
VRQDQWH�DOOD�VLWXD]LRQH��7DOH�FDSDFLWj��FRPH�DEELDPR�VRWWROLQHDWR�SL��YROWH��q�DO�IRQGDPHQWR�
del parlare in modo appropriato al contesto, ovvero alla base dell’uso creativo del linguag-
JLR��'LUH�FKH�L�VLVWHPL�GL�QDYLJD]LRQH�QHOOR�VSD]LR�VRQR�DOOD�EDVH�GHOOD�FRPSHWHQ]D�FRPXQL-
FDWLYD�VLJQL¿FD�VRVWHQHUH�FKH�WDOL�VLVWHPL�GHEEDQR�HVVHUH�FRQVLGHUDWL�WUD�L�VLVWHPL�FRJQLWLYL�
FKH�KDQQR�SHUPHVVR�O¶DYYHQWR�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR�

���Perdersi nello spazio e perdersi nel discorso

/H�GLI¿FROWj�FXL�L�QRVWUL�VLVWHPL�GL�RULHQWDPHQWR�VRQR�FRQWLQXDPHQWH�FKLDPDWL�D�IDU�IURQ-
WH�GLYHQWDQR�GHO�WXWWR�HYLGHQWL�D�FKLXQTXH�VL�VLD�SHUVR�LQ�XQ�ERVFR�R�DEELD�VSHULPHQWDWR�OH�
GLI¿FROWj�GL�RULHQWDPHQWR�LQ�PRQWDJQD�GRYXWH�DOOD�QHEELD�R�DOOD�QHYH��*Lj�'DUZLQ�� aveva 
sottolineato che

 
WKH�PDQQHU�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�VHQVH�RI�GLUHFWLRQ�LV�VRPHWLPHV�VXGGHQO\�GLVDUUDQJHG�LQ�YHU\�ROG�DQG�IHH-
EOH�SHUVRQV��DQG�WKH�IHHOLQJ�RI�VWURQJ�GLVWUHVV�ZKLFK��DV�,�NQRZ��KDV�EHHQ�H[SHULHQFHG�E\�SHUVRQV�
ZKHQ�WKH\�KDYH�VXGGHQO\�IRXQG�RXW�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�EHHQ�SURFHHGLQJ�LQ�D�ZKROO\�XQH[SHFWHG�DQG�
ZURQJ�GLUHFWLRQ��OHDGV�XV�WR�WKH�VXVSLFLRQ�WKDW�VRPH�SDUW�RI�WKH�EUDLQ�LV�VSHFLDOL]HG�IRU�WKH�IXQFWLRQ�
RI�GLUHFWLRQ����

,O�FDVR�SL��LQWHUHVVDQWH�SHU�LQGDJDUH�L�VLVWHPL�FRJQLWLYL�FRLQYROWL�QHOOD�QDYLJD]LRQH�q�TXHO-
OR�GHL�GH¿FLW�FHUHEUDOL� OHJDWL�DOOH�GLI¿FROWj�GL�RULHQWDPHQWR��2OWUH�D�UDSSUHVHQWDUH�XQ�XWLOH�
banco di prova per studiare i sistemi di navigazione, il caso delle patologie legate all’orien-
tamento nello spazio rappresenta un modo per mettere alla prova l’ipotesi teorica alla base 
GL�TXHVWR�VFULWWR��VH�LO�ÀXVVR�GHO�SDUODWR�WURYD�IRQGDPHQWR�QHL�VLVWHPL�GL�QDYLJD]LRQH��DOORUD�
OH�GLI¿FROWj�VXO�SLDQR�GHOO¶RULHQWDPHQWR�QHOOR�VSD]LR�GRYUHEEHUR�DYHUH�HIIHWWL�VXL�SURFHVVL�GL�

�� (��-RQVVRQ��,QQHU�1DYLJDWLRQ��:K\�:H�*HW�/RVW�DQG�+RZ�:H�)LQG�2XU�:D\��FLW���SS���������
�� &�5��'DUZLQ��2ULJLQ�RI�&HUWDLQ�,QVWLQFWV��LQ�©1DWXUHª, ������������SS����������
�� ,YL��S�������

Francesco Ferretti
Navigare lo spazio per comprendere il...
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SURGX]LRQH�H�FRPSUHQVLRQH�GHO�GLVFRUVR��
,PSRUWDQWL�ULVXOWDWL�VSHULPHQWDOL�PLOLWDQR�D�IDYRUH�GHOOD�QRVWUD�LSRWHVL��5LFHUFKH�HPSLULFKH�

KDQQR�PRVWUDQR�XQD�VLJQL¿FDWLYD�FR�RFFRUUHQ]D� WUD�GLVWXUEL�GL�QDYLJD]LRQH�GHOOR�VSD]LR�H�
LQFDSDFLWj�GL�PDQWHQHUH�OD�URWWD�QHOOD�FRVWUX]LRQH�GHO�ÀXVVR�GHO�GLVFRUVR����8WLOL]]DQGR�TXHVWL�
dati è possibile sostenere che le patologie legate al «deragliamento spaziale» (incapacità 
di mantenere la rotta per arrivare alla meta) e i casi di «deragliamento del discorso» sono 
LQWHUSUHWDELOL�LQ�ULIHULPHQWR�D�XQD�GLI¿FROWj�FRPXQH�GL�RUGLQH�SL��JHQHUDOH��O¶LQFDSDFLWj�GL�UL-
VSHWWDUH�XQ�SULQFLSLR�GL�FRHUHQ]D�QHOOD�FRVWUX]LRQH�GL�VXFFHVVLRQL�RUGLQDWH�GL�HYHQWL��8Q�FDVR�
LQWHUHVVDQWH�D�TXHVWR�SURSRVLWR�ULJXDUGD�L�VRJJHWWL�DIIHWWL�GD�VLQGURPH�GL�:LOOLDPV��XQD�SDWR-
ORJLD�FDUDWWHUL]]DWD�GD�GH¿FLW�GL�WLSR�YLVLYR�VSD]LDOH����0DULQL�H�FROOHJKL��, come abbiamo già 
VRWWROLQHDWR��KDQQR�YHUL¿FDWR�VSHULPHQWDOPHQWH�OH�GLI¿FROWj�OLQJXLVWLFKH�GL�RUGLQH�QDUUDWLYR�
GHL�VRJJHWWL�DIIHWWL�GD�WDOH�VLQGURPH��'DO�QRVWUR�SXQWR�GL�YLVWD��WDOL�GLI¿FROWj�GHYRQR�HVVHUH�
DWWULEXLWH�D�XQ�GH¿FLW�GHO�Mental Space Travel

��, una rete di sistemi di elaborazione alla base 
GHOOD�QDYLJD]LRQH�GHOOR�VSD]LR��D�QRVWUR�DYYLVR��LQIDWWL��OH�GLI¿FROWj�QDUUDWLYH�GHL�:LOOLDPV�
GHYRQR�HVVHUH�LQWHUSUHWDWH�LQ�WHUPLQL�GL�GH¿FLW�GL�RULHQWDPHQWR���SLXWWRVWR�FKH�GL�GH¿FLW�GL�
tipo visivo-spaziale����

Un altro caso interessante per indagare la coerenza del discorso in relazione alla naviga-
]LRQH�GHOOR�VSD]LR�ULJXDUGD�LO�UXROR�GHOOH�IXQ]LRQL�HVHFXWLYH�QHL�WUDXPDWL]]DWL�FUDQLFL����/H�
GLI¿FROWj�WLSLFKH�GL�TXHVWL�VRJJHWWL�ULJXDUGDQR�OH�FDSDFLWj�GL�SLDQL¿FD]LRQH�H�PRQLWRUDJJLR�
GHOO¶D]LRQH��QHO�FDVR�GHOOD�QDYLJD]LRQH��L�WUDXPDWL]]DWL�FUDQLFL�PRVWUDQR�GLI¿FROWj�VLD�VXO�SLD-
no della progettazione della rotta, sia sul piano del monitoraggio della direzione da seguire 
SHU�UDJJLXQJHUH�OD�PHWD��,O�SXQWR�SL��ULOHYDQWH�DL�QRVWUL�¿QL�q�FKH�DOOH�GLI¿FROWj�GL�QDYLJD-
]LRQH�GL�TXHVWL�VRJJHWWL�VRQR�DVVRFLDWH��VXO�SLDQR�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR��GLI¿FROWj�GL�WLSR�QDUUDWLYR��

�� 0��'HQLV / )��3D]]DJOLD / &��&RUQROGL / /��%HUWROR��Spatial Discourse and Navigation: an Analysis of 

5RXWH�'LUHFWLRQV�LQ�WKH�&LW\�2I�9HQLFH��LQ�©$SSOLHG�&RJQLWLYH�3V\FKRORJ\ª, �������������SS�����������
7��7HQEULQN��-��:LHQHU��:D\¿QGLQJ�6WUDWHJLHV�LQ�%HKDYLRU�DQG�/DQJXDJH��$�6\PPHWULF�DQG�,QWHUGLV-
ciplinary Approach to Cognitive Processes, in «/HFWXUH�1RWHV�LQ�&RPSXWHU�6FLHQFHª��������������SS��
��������

�� -��$WNLQVRQ / 6��$QNHU / 2��%UDGGLFN / /��1RNHV / $��0DVRQ / )��%UDGGLFN��Visual and Visuospatial Devel-

RSPHQW�LQ�<RXQJ�&KLOGUHQ�ZLWK�:LOOLDPV�6\QGURPH��LQ�©'HYHORSPHQWDO�0HGLFLQH�DQG�&KLOG�1HXURO-
RJ\ª������������SS�����������(�.��)DUUDQ / &��-DUUROG��Visuo-Spatial Cognition in Williams Syndrome: 

5HYLHZLQJ�DQG�$FFRXQWLQJ�IRU�WKH�6WUHQJWKV�DQG�:HDNQHVVHV�LQ�3HUIRUPDQFH��LQ�©'HYHORSPHQWDO�1HX-
URSV\FKRORJ\ª������������SS����������

�� &IU��$��Marini / 6��0DUWHOOL / &��*DJOLDUGL / )��)DEEUR / 5��%RUJDWWL��Narrative Language in Williams Syn-

drome and Its Neuropsychological Correlates, FLW�
�� (��&LDUDPHOOL / 5��5RVHQEDXP / 6��6ROF] / %��/HYLQH / 0��0RVFRYLWFK��Mental Space Travel: Damage 

WR�3RVWHULRU�3DULHWDO�&RUWH[�3UHYHQWV�(JRFHQWULF�1DYLJDWLRQ�DQG�5HH[SHULHQFLQJ�RI�5HPRWH�6SDWLDO�
Memories��LQ�©-RXUQDO�RI�([SHULPHQWDO�3V\FKRORJ\ª���������������SS����������

�� /��/DNXVWD / 9��'HVVDOHJQ / %��/DQGDX��Impaired Geometric Reorientation Caused by Genetic Defect, in 
©3URFHHGLQJV�IRU�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$FDGHP\�RI�6FLHQFH�86$ª� ��������������SS�����������. 

�� )��)HUUHWWL / ,��$GRUQHWWL / (��&RVHQWLQR / $��0DULQL��.HHSLQJ� WKH�5RXWH�DQG�6SHDNLQJ�&RKHUHQWO\�� WKH�
+LGGHQ�/LQN�%HWZHHQ�6SDWLDO�1DYLJDWLRQ�DQG�'LVFRXUVH�3URFHVVLQJ��LQ�©-RXUQDO�RI�1HXUROLQJXVWLFVª��
�������������SS����������

��� ,��$GRUQHWWL��Il farsi e il disfarsi del discorso��/H�/HWWHUH��)LUHQ]H��LQ�VWDPSD��)��)HUUHWWL / ,��$GRUQHWWL��
Discourse Processing and Spatial Navigation��LQ�%��.RNLQRY / $��.DUPLORII�6PLWK / 1��1HUVHVVLDQ��HG��
by), (XURSHDQ�3HUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�&RJQLWLYH�6FLHQFH��1HZ�%XOJDULDQ�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��6R¿D�������
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/D�TXHVWLRQH�ULPDUFKHYROH�FKH�HPHUJH�GDOO¶DQDOLVL�GHO�UXROR�GHOOH�IXQ]LRQL�HVHFXWLYH�QHOOD�
navigazione nello spazio riguarda l’incapacità dei traumatizzati cranici di costruire la coe-
UHQ]D�JOREDOH�GHO�GLVFRUVR��UHODWLYD�DO�SLDQR�GHOOD�PDFUR�DQDOLVL��D�GLVSHWWR�GHO�IDWWR�FKH�HVVL�
riescano a mantenere la coerenza locale (relativa alla micro analisi)����
3HU�TXDQWR�L�FDVL�GHL�VRJJHWWL�DIIHWWL�GD�VLQGURPH�GL�:LOOLDPV�H�GHL�WUDXPDWL]]DWL�FUDQLFL�UL-

VXOWLQR�GL�JUDQGH�LQWHUHVVH�SHU�LQGDJDUH�OH�UHOD]LRQL�WUD�LO�ÀXVVR�GHO�GLVFRUVR�H�OD�QDYLJD]LRQH�
GHOOR�VSD]LR��LO�FDVR�SHU�HFFHOOHQ]D�SHU�FRUURERUDUH�OD�QRVWUD�LSRWHVL�ULJXDUGD�L�©WRSRJUD¿FL�GL-
VRULHQWDWLª��VRJJHWWL�DIIHWWL�GD�GLVWXUEL�VSHFL¿FL�GL�RULHQWDPHQWR�H�QDYLJD]LRQH�QHOOR�VSD]LR����
$�GLVSHWWR�GHO�IDWWR�FKH�OD�UHOD]LRQH�WUD�TXHVWL�VRJJHWWL�H�LO�SLDQR�GHO�GLVFRUVR�ULVXOWL�D�WXWW¶RJJL�
VRVWDQ]LDOPHQWH�LQHVSORUDWD��L�SRFKL�GDWL�HPSLULFL�D�QRVWUD�GLVSRVL]LRQH�VRQR�PROWR�FRQIRU-
WDQWL��&LDUDPHOOL�� descrive il caso di LG, un soggetto con lesioni cerebrali alla corteccia 
SUHIURQWDOH�YHQWURPHGLDOH�H�DO�FLQJROR�URVWUDOH�DQWHULRUH��LQFDSDFH�GL�PXRYHUVL�QHOOR�VSD]LR�
PDQWHQHQGR�OD�URWWD�YHUVR�XQD�GHVWLQD]LRQH�GD�UDJJLXQJHUH��,QWHUSUHWDQGR�OH�SUHVWD]LRQL�GL�
/*��&LDUDPHOOL�VRWWROLQHD�FKH�O¶HOHPHQWR�FKLDYH�GHOOH�VXH�GLI¿FROWj�VLD�GD�DFFRUGDUH�DO�IRUWH�
©SRWHUH�DWWUDWWLYRª�HVHUFLWDWR�GD�DOFXQL�OXRJKL��IUHTXHQWDWL�GD�/*�LQ�SDVVDWR��GLVWULEXLWL�OXQJR�
OD�VWUDGD�GD�SHUFRUUHUH��$�GLVSHWWR�GHO�IDWWR�FKH��QHO�FDVR�LQ�HVDPH��L�ODQGPDUN agiscano come 
HOHPHQWR�GL�GLVWXUER��q�VLJQL¿FDWLYR�FRQVWDWDUH�FKH�OH�PHWDIRUH�UHODWLYH�DO�FDUDWWHUH�PDJQH-
WLFR�GL�TXHVWL�LPSRUWDQWL�SXQWL�GL�ULIHULPHQWR�ULFHYDQR�GDOOH�ULFHUFKH�GL�&LDUDPHOOL�XQ�VROLGR�
ULFRQRVFLPHQWR�HPSLULFR��'L�JUDQGH�LQWHUHVVH�DL�QRVWUL�¿QL��LQROWUH��VRQR�OH�DQDOLVL�ULVHUYDWH�
GD�&LDUDPHOOL�DOOH�FDSDFLWj�QDUUDWLYH�GL�/*��LO�FDVR�GL�TXHVWR�VRJJHWWR�q�SDUWLFRODUPHQWH�LQ-
WHUHVVDQWH�SHUFKp�PRVWUD�FKH�TXDQGR�LO�GH¿FLW�GL�RULHQWDPHQWR�VSD]LDOH�q�GRYXWR�DOO¶HIIHWWR�
dei ODQGPDUN��OH�SUHVWD]LRQL�OLQJXLVWLFKH�GL�TXHVWL�VRJJHWWL�GDQQR�OXRJR�D�IRUPH�GL�FRQIDEX-
lazione (un disturbo in un certo senso speculare rispetto al deragliamento dei traumatizzati 
FUDQLFL�R�GHL�:LOOLDPV���1HOOD�FRQIDEXOD]LRQH��LQ�HIIHWWL��SL��FKH�OD�FRHUHQ]D��q�OD�FRQVRQDQ]D�
DOOD�VLWXD]LRQH�D�HVVHUH�FRPSURPHVVD�� LO� IDWWR�FKH� OD�FRQIDEXOD]LRQH�YHQJD� LQGLFDWD�FRPH�
XQ�VLQWRPR�GL�XQ�GLVWXUER�GL�GLVRULHQWDPHQWR�PRVWUD�FKH�TXDQGR� OD�FDSDFLWj�GL� LQWHUDJLUH�
con i ODQGPDUN�ULVXOWD�GH¿FLWDULD��TXDQGR�PDQFD�O¶DJJDQFLR�FRQ�OD�UHDOWj�FKH�TXHVWL�SXQWL�
GL�ULIHULPHQWR�JDUDQWLVFRQR�QHOO¶RULHQWDPHQWR�VSD]LDOH��LO�VRJJHWWR�FRVWUXLVFH�GLVFRUVL�FKH��
SHU�TXDQWR�FRHUHQWL�VXO�SLDQR�GHO�ÀXVVR�GHO�SDUODWR��ULVXOWDQR�LQDSSURSULDWL�SHUFKp�WRWDOPHQWH�
GLVDQFRUDWL�GDOOD�VLWXD]LRQH�FRQWHVWXDOH��/¶DQDOLVL�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR�GL�/*�PRVWUD�FKH�LO�SHUGHUVL�
nello spazio comporta un perdersi sul piano del linguaggio che dipende strettamente dalle 
GLI¿FROWj�GL�QRQ�WURYDUH�SXQWL�GL�DSSRJJLR�QHO�PRQGR��
'DO�GLVFRUVR�IDWWR�VLQR�D�TXHVWR�SXQWR�q�SRVVLELOH�FRQFOXGHUH�FKH�OD�FDSDFLWj�GL�QDYLJDUH�

OR�VSD]LR�H�OD�FDSDFLWj�GL�FRVWUXLUH�LO�ÀXVVR�GHO�SDUODWR�LQ�PRGR�FRHUHQWH�H�FRQVRQDQWH�DOOD�
VLWXD]LRQH�SUHVHQWDQR�VLPLODULWj�IXQ]LRQDOL�H�VWUXWWXUDOL��,�FDVL�HPSLULFL�D�QRVWUD�GLVSRVL]LRQH�
indicano che la coerenza e la consonanza alla situazione possono essere interpretate come 

�� .��%LGGOH / $��0F&DEH / /��%OLVV��1DUUDWLYH�6NLOOV�)ROORZLQJ�7UDXPDWLF�%UDLQ�,QMXU\�LQ�&KLOGUHQ�DQG�
Adults��LQ�©-RXUQDO�RI�&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�'LVRUGHUVª������������SS�����������*��*ORVVHU / 7��'HVHU��Pat-

WHUQV�RI�'LVFRXUVH�3URGXFWLRQ�$PRQJ�1HXURORJLFDO�3DWLHQWV�ZLWK�)OXHQW�/DQJXDJH�'LVRUGHUV, «Brain 
and Language», ��,�������SS� ������

�� *��$JXLUUH / 0��'¶(VSRVLWR��7RSRJUDSKLFDO�'LVRULHQWDWLRQ��D�6\QWKHVLV�DQG�7D[RQRP\��LQ�©%UDLQª�������
���������SS������������

�� (��&LDUDPHOOL��7KH�5ROH�RI�9HQWURPHGLDO�3UHIURQWDO�&RUWH[�LQ�1DYLJDWLRQ��$�&DVH�RI�,PSDLUHG�:D\¿QG-

ing and Rehabilitation��LQ�©1HXURSV\FKRORJLDª������������SS������������
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IXQ]LRQL�DOOD�EDVH�GHO�GLVFRUVR�FKH�VIUXWWDQR�DOFXQL�VSHFL¿FL�VLVWHPL�GL�HODERUD]LRQH�DOOD�EDVH�
GHOOD�QDYLJD]LRQH�QHOOR�VSD]LR��/¶LGHD�FKH�OD�FDSDFLWj�GL�RULHQWDUVL�H�PXRYHUVL�QHOOR�VSD]LR�
SRVVD�HVVHUH�SRVWD�DOOD�EDVH�GHOO¶XVR�FUHDWLYR�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR�q�GXQTXH�TXDOFRVD�GL�SL��GL�XQD�
VHPSOLFH�PHWDIRUD��

�� Alle origini del linguaggio

Sostenere che l’uso creativo del linguaggio è il tratto distintivo delle capacità verbali 
umane (ciò che le distingue della comunicazione animale) ha importanti ripercussioni sulla 
TXHVWLRQH�GHOO¶RULJLQH�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR��/R�VSRVWDPHQWR�GL�DWWHQ]LRQH�GDOOD�JUDPPDWLFD�DOOD�
SUDJPDWLFD�SHUPHWWH�GL�VXSHUDUH�OH�GLI¿FROWj�GHOOH�FRQFH]LRQL�IRQGDWH�VXO�PRGHOOR�GHO�FRGL-
FH��XQ�PRGHOOR�LQWHUSUHWDWLYR��FRPH�DEELDPR�YLVWR��IRUWHPHQWH�SUREOHPDWLFR�SHU�LQGDJDUH�OD�
QDVFLWD�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR��$QFKH�D�OLYHOOR�LQWXLWLYR�q�GHO�WXWWR�HYLGHQWH�FKH�OD�TXHVWLRQH�GHOOH�
origini del linguaggio deve essere analizzata escludendo l’esistenza di un codice comune 
WUD�SDUODQWL�H�DVFROWDWRUL��&RPH�JLXVWL¿FDUH�O¶DYYHQWR�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR�LQ�VLWXD]LRQL�GL�TXHVWR�
WLSR"�,Q�DVVHQ]D�GL�XQ�FRGLFH��q�OHJLWWLPR�LSRWL]]DUH�FKH�JOL�VFDPEL�FRPXQLFDWLYL�GHL�QRVWUL�
SDUHQWL�DQFHVWUDOL�IRVVHUR�JRYHUQDWL�GD�XQ�SDWULPRQLR�OLPLWDWR�GL�VHJQDOL�HVSUHVVLYL��TXDOFRVD�
di analogo ai segnali utilizzati dai cercopitechi verdi����6HQ]D�OH�ULVRUVH�FRJQLWLYH�DGHJXDWH��
WXWWDYLD��VHJQDOL�GL�TXHVWR�WLSR�QRQ�DYUHEEHUR�PDL�SRWXWR�JDUDQWLUH�LO�SDVVDJJLR�GDOOD�FRPX-
QLFD]LRQH�DQLPDOH� �PHFFDQLFD�H�GHWHUPLQDWD��DO� OLQJXDJJLR�XPDQR� �OLEHUR�H�FUHDWLYR���/D�
QRVWUD�LGHD�q�FKH�OD�SRYHUWj�HVSUHVVLYD�GHL�VHJQDOL�FDUDWWHUL]]DQWL�OH�IRUPH�HPEULRQDOL�GHOOD�
comunicazione umana sia stata compensata da sistemi di elaborazione in grado di interpre-
WDUH�LQ�WHUPLQL�GL�DSSURSULDWH]]D�JOL�LQGL]L�HVSUHVVLYL�SURGRWWL��FRVu�VWDQGR�OH�FRVH��L�VLVWHPL�
GL�QDYLJD]LRQH�QHOOR�VSD]LR�SRVVRQR�DYHU�JLRFDWR�XQ�UXROR�ULOHYDQWH�DL�¿QL�GHOO¶RULJLQH�GHO�
OLQJXDJJLR�XPDQR�
/¶LPSRUWDQ]D�FKH��LQ�RSSRVL]LRQH�DL�PRGHOOL�IRQGDWL�VXOOD�JUDPPDWLFD�XQLYHUVDOH�DQFRUD�

dominanti, è legittimo attribuire alla comunicazione basata su indizi appare molto promet-
WHQWH�VLD�DL�¿QL�GL�LQGDJDUH�LO�IXQ]LRQDPHQWR�FRUUHQWH�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR�VLD�DL�¿QL�GL�DQDOL]]DUH�LO�
WHPD�GHOOH�VXH�RULJLQL�HYROXWLYH��XQ�PRGHOOR�GHO�JHQHUH�GHOOD�FRPXQLFD]LRQH�XPDQD��GXQTXH��
ROWUH�DOOD�SODXVLELOLWj�FRJQLWLYD� ULVSHWWD�DQFKH� OD�SODXVLELOLWj�HYROXWLYD��6H�� FRPH�DEELDPR�
VRVWHQXWR�LQ�DSHUWXUD�GL�TXHVWR�VFULWWR��O¶XVR�FUHDWLYR�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR�q�FLz�FKH�GLVWLQJXH�OH�
capacità verbali umane dalla comunicazione animale, allora l’appropriatezza è una proprietà 
LPSUHVFLQGLELOH�GHOO¶RULJLQH�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR��0D�VH�TXHVWR�q�YHUR��DOORUD�L�GLVSRVLWLYL�FRJQLWLYL�
DOOD�EDVH�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR��WDQWR�GHO�VXR�IXQ]LRQDPHQWR�TXDQWR�GHOOD�VXD�HYROX]LRQH��GHYRQR�
HVVHUH�VWUHWWDPHQWH�LPSDUHQWDWL�FRQ�L�VLVWHPL�GL�QDYLJD]LRQH�QHOOR�VSD]LR��$�SHQVDUFL�EHQH��
&KRPVN\�QRQ�DYUHEEH�SRWXWR�VFHJOLHUH�XQ�HVHPSLR�SHJJLRUH�SHU�GDU�FRQWR�GHOOD�VXSSRVWD�
DXWRQRPLD�GHO�OLQJXDJJLR�GDJOL�DOWUL�VLVWHPL�FRJQLWLYL�

�� 5�� 6H\IDUWK / '��&KHQH\ / 2��0DUOHU��0RQNH\� 5HVSRQVHV� WR� 7KUHH�'LIIHUHQW�$ODUP�&DOOV�� (YLGHQFH�
RI�3UHGDWRU�&ODVVL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�6HPDQWLF�&RPPXQLFDWLRQ, in «Science», �����������SS�����������'��
Cheney / 5��6H\IDUWK��+RZ�0RQNH\V�6HH�WKH�:RUOG��,QVLGH�WKH�0LQG�RI�$QRWKHU�6SHFLHV� Chicago Uni-
YHUVLW\�3UHVV��&KLFDJR�������


