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Roberto Cipriani

'211(�(�5(/,*,21,

Premessa

1HOOD�VXD�RULJLQDOH�H�GLGDVFDOLFD�ULFRVWUX]LRQH�GL�XQD�VRUWD�GL�PDSSD�FURQRORJLFD�GHOOH�
religioni (The Histomap of Religion�HGLWD�QHO�������PD�JLj�SXEEOLFDWD�GD�-RKQ�%��6SDUNV�QHO�
������OD�VWRULFD�$QQH�6SDUN�*ODQ]�VRVWLHQH�FKH�JLj���������DQQL�ID�OD�IHFRQGLWj�GHOOD�GRQQD�
HUD�FRQVLGHUDWD�XQD�SRWHQ]D�QDWXUDOH��FKH�PROWR�SL��WDUGL�FRUULVSRQGHUj�LQ�TXDOFKH�PRGR�DO�
concetto di mana��OHPPD�GL�RULJLQH�SROLQHVLDQD�FKH�VWD�DG�LQGLFDUH�XQD�IRU]D�VWUDRUGLQDULD�
presente in un soggetto umano o in un altro elemento naturale e che può estrinsecarsi at�
WUDYHUVR�SUDWLFKH�ULWXDOL�H�R�VDFUL¿FDOL���0D�QHO�FRQWHPSR�PDQFDYD�SUREDELOPHQWH�SXUH� OD�
FRQVDSHYROH]]D�GHOOD�IXQ]LRQH�SURFUHDWULFH�PDVFKLOH��GL�FXL�VL�q�SRWXWR�DYHUH�FRQWH]]D�SLHQD�
VROR�LQ�HSRFKH�VXFFHVVLYH�
5LVDOLUHEEH�LQ�SDUWLFRODUH�D�FHQWRYHQWLPLOD�DQQL�ID�O¶DWWULEX]LRQH�GL�XQ�VLJQL¿FDWR�UHOLJLRVR�

DOO¶XQLRQH�JHQHUDWULFH��LQ�VWUHWWD�DI¿QLWj�FRQ�OD�SRWHQ]D�GLYLQD�H�FRQ�OD�VHQVD]LRQH�GL�DSSD�
JDPHQWR��0HQWUH�DQFRUD�SL��UHFHQWH��FHQWRPLOD�DQQL�ID��VDUHEEH�LO�VRUJHUH�GL�WDE��H�GL�FHUL�
monie a contenuto sessuale miranti alla preservazione della capacità creatrice sia maschile 
FKH�IHPPLQLOH�
3HUDOWUR� OD� UHOLJLRQH�FRPH�UDSSUHVHQWD]LRQH�� LQ�SDUWLFRODUH�FRPH�GDQ]D� �IHPPLQLOH��PD�

DQFKH�PDVFKLOH���q�DWWHVWDWD�JLj�QHO�SHULRGR�GHOO¶Homo sapiens� cioè nel paleolitico superiore 
�FRQFOXVRVL�YHUVR�O¶������DYDQWL�&ULVWR��FRQ�LO�ULWLUR�GHL�JKLDFFL���q�TXDQWR�SURYHUHEEH�XQD�
UDI¿JXUD]LRQH�SUHVHQWH�QHOOH�JURWWH�GHOO¶$GGDXUD�VXO�YHUVDQWH�RFFLGHQWDOH�GHO�PRQWH�3HOOH�
JULQR��QHL�SUHVVL�GL�3DOHUPR�
2WWDQWDPLOD�DQQL�ID�LQYHUR�L�ULWXDOL�QRQ�DYHYDQR�UHOD]LRQH�Qp�FRQ�O¶RVFHQR�Qp�FRQ�LO�SXUR�

HG�q�VROR�FRQ�LO�SDVVDJJLR�GDO�QRPDGLVPR�DO�VHGHQWDULVPR��FDUDWWHUL]]DWR�GD�XQD�IRUPD�GL�
DJULFROWXUD�VWDELOH��FKH�VL�HEEH�XQ�DXPHQWR�GHL�FXOWL�OHJDWL�DOOD�QDWXUD�HG�DOOD�IHUWLOLWj��,QROWUH�
UHVWDYD�IRUWH�OD�GLSHQGHQ]D�GHO�JHQHUH�XPDQR�GDOOD�FROWLYD]LRQH�GHO�VXROR�H�GDOOD�SUHVHQ]D�
GL�DQLPDOL��GD�DFFUHVFHUH�VHPSUH�SL��GL�QXPHUR��JUD]LH�DOOD�ULSURGX]LRQH���/D�VWHVVD�IHUWLOLWj�
GHOOD�ÀRUD�H�GHOOD�IDXQD�HUD�DVVRFLDWD�D�TXHOOD�XPDQD��VL�SUDWLFDYDQR�ULWL�D�FDUDWWHUH�SURSL]LD�
WRULR��VRSUDWWXWWR�GL�WLSR�VHVVXDOH����������DQQL�ID�VRUJHYD�LO�ULWR�GHWWR�GHOOD�9HQHUH�GL�:LOOHQ�
GRUI��R�GL�6DYLJQDQR���OD�TXDOH�HUD�FRQQRWDWD�GD�PROWL�DWWULEXWL�GHOOD�IHFRQGLWj��FLRq�¿DQFKL�
DGLSRVL�H�JUDQGL�VHQL��FKH�VL�ULWURYDQR�DQFKH�QHOOH�JURWWH�VSDJQROH�GL�$OWDPLUD�HG�DQFRU�SL��
QHOO¶DUWH�GHWWD�GL�&UR�0DJQRQ��GDO�QRPH�GHOOD�ORFDOLWj�IUDQFHVH�GHOOD�'RUGRJQD�GRYH�VRQR�
VWDWL�VFRSHUWL�GHL�UHSHUWL�ULVDOHQWL�DO�PDJGDOHQLDQR��FLRq�D�FLUFD���������������DQQL�ID��
$QFRUD�LQ�6SDJQD��D�&RJXO��VL�WURYD�XQD�GHFRUD]LRQH�SLWWRULFD��UHDOL]]DWD��������DQQL�ID�R�

XQ�SR¶�SL��WDUGL��FKH�UDSSUHVHQWD�XQD�GDQ]D�GL�GRQQH�DWWRUQR�DG�XQ�XRPR��
&XOWL� IDOOLFL� FRPSDLRQR� LQ� ,QGLD� TXDOFKH� PLJOLDLR� GL� DQQL� GRSR�� 7DOL� ULWL� SHUPDQJRQR�

QHOO¶LQGXLVPR�FRQ�/LQJD��VLPEROR�PDVFKLOH��H�<RQL��VLPEROR�IHPPLQLOH��
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,QWDQWR�FRPLQFLDYDQR�D�VYLOXSSDUVL� OH�¿JXUH�GL�GHL� WULEDOL�H� UH�GLYLQLWj��PHQWUH� WURYDYD�
GLIIXVLRQH�DQFKH�LO�FXOWR�GHOOD�GHD�PDGUH��FROOHJDWD�DOOD�QDWXUD�HG�DOOD�IHUWLOLWj��,VLGH��$VWDUWH�
±�SURWHWWULFH�GHOOH�SURVWLWXWH��OH�TXDOL�RSHUDYDQR�QHO�VXR�WHPSLR��±�5HD��$IURGLWH��&LEHOH�±�GL�
FXL�q�¿JOLR�$WWLV��SURWHWWRUH�GHOOD�QDWXUD�H�GHVWLQDWDULR�GL�XQ�FXOWR�DI¿QH�D�TXHOOR�FULVWLDQR���
±�SUHVVR�JOL�$VKDQWL��SRSROD]LRQH�VXGDQHVH�DWWXDOPHQWH�QHO�*KDQD��HUDQR�JLj�SUHVHQWL�DOFX�
QH�GHH�GHOOD�WHUUD��SUHVVR�JOL�HJL]LDQL�VL�YHQHUDYD�+DWRU��GHD�PDGUH�UDI¿JXUDWD�FRPH�PXFFD�
�PHQWUH�LO�EXH�HUD�VLPEROR�GL�$SL��

�. L’era pre-cristiana

7UD�LO�������HG�LO�������DYDQWL�&ULVWR�JLXQJHYDQR�LQ�(XURSD�GDOO¶RULHQWH�SRSROL�DG�RUJDQL]�
]D]LRQH�SDWULDUFDOH��DQGURFHQWULFD���PD�QHO�FHQWUR�GHOO¶$VLD�VRSUDYYLYHYD�QRQGLPHQR�LO�FXOWR�
GHOOD�*UDQGH�'HD��1DQDLD�R�$QDKLWD���*HQJLV�.KDQ�OH�VL�SURVWUDYD�QRYH�YROWH�
1HO�QRUG�HVW�GHOO¶,QGLD�HUD�/HLPDUHQ�OD�GHD�VXSUHPD��IRQWH�GHOOD�FUHD]LRQH�H�GHOOD�SDUROD�

VDFUD�� ,QYHFH� QHOO¶LVROD� JLDSSRQHVH� GL�+RNNDLNR� SUHYDOHYD�)XFKL�NDPXL�� GHD� GHO� IXRFR� H�
GHOOD�FDVD�
,Q�$IULFD�SUHVVR�L�%DQWX�OD�SDUWH�GHO�FRUSR�IHPPLQLOH�GHVWLQDWR�DOOD�SURFUHD]LRQH�HUD�FRQ�

VLGHUDWD�XQ�WHPSLR�HG�HUD�GHWWD�/HPED�
3UHVVR�L�SHOOHURVVD�1DYDMR�F¶HUD�$VG]ii�QDGOHHKp��OD�GHD�FKH�VL�ULQQRYD��PHQWUH�OD�PDGUH�

FRVPLFD�HUD�GHWWD�6KLPD�
3HU�JOL�$]WHFKL�OD�GHD�GHOOD�WHUUD�HUD�&RDWOtFXH��TXHOOD�GHOOD�IHUWLOLWj�&KLFRPHFyDWO��TXHOOD�

GHO�PDLV�;LORQHQ�
3UHVVR� L�0D\D�VL�YHQHUDYD�XQD�GHD�GHOOD�SURFUHD]LRQH��GHWWD�,[�&KHO��(�QHOOH�$QGH�F¶è 

WXWWRUD�LO�FXOWR�GHOOD�3DFKDPDPD��FLRq�OD�PDGUH�WHUUD��,Q�$XVWUDOLD�SRL�OD�JUDQ�PDGUH�KD�LO�
QRPH�GL�.XQDSLSL�
3HU�JOL�,QXLW��JOL�HVFKLPHVL�GHO�&DQDGD��OD�GHD�SHU�HFFHOOHQ]D�q�1XOLDMRN��R�6HGQD��
6LQJRODUH�q�LQ¿QH�LO�FDVR�GHOOD�&RUHD�GRYH�OR�VFLDPDQR�q�TXDVL�VHPSUH�GRQQD��mudang���
9D�DQFKH�ULFRUGDWR�FKH�IUD�LO������HG�LO������DYDQWL�&ULVWR�q�GRFXPHQWDWR�LQ�(JLWWR�LO�FXOWR�

IDOOLFR�GHO�GLR�0LQ��3UHVVR�L�)HQLFL�VL�YHQHUDYD�OD�6LJQRUD�GL�%\EORV�
=HXV��*LRYH��HG�(UD��*LXQRQH��UDSSUHVHQWDYDQR�QHO�PRQGR�FODVVLFR�JUHFR�ODWLQR�O¶LGHD�GL�

XQLRQH��SHUSHWXDWD�SL��WDUGL�DQFKH�QHO�FDOHQGLPDJJLR��FRQ�LO�PDWULPRQLR�IUD�LO�UH�H�OD�UHJLQD�
GL�PDJJLR���3UHVVR�L�6XPHUL�F¶HUD�OD�GHD�OXQD��/D�JUDQGH�PDGUH�WHUUD�HUD�YHQHUDWD�GDJOL�+LWWLWL�
H�GDL�&UHWHVL��DO�WHPSR�GL�0LQRVVH���/D�PDGUH�WHUUD�JUHFD�HUD�*HD��PD�LQ�SDUWLFRODUH�'HPHWUD�
�&HUHUH��SURWHJJHYD�OH�PHVVL�H�)ORUD�H�3RPRQD�OD�IUXWWD��
(UPHV� �3ULDSR��HUD� LO�GLR� IDOOLFR�JUHFR�URPDQR��1HO�FRQWHPSR�VL� VYLOXSSDYD� LO�FXOWR�GL�

'LRQLVR��PLVWHUL�GLRQLVLDFL���FXL�VHJXLURQR�SRL�L�PLVWHUL�EDFFDQDOL�
(RVWULF�HUD�OD�GHD�WHXWRQLFD�GHOOD�IHUWLOLWj��GLYHQXWD�SRL�(VWHU��SUHVVR�L�FULVWLDQL���6RSUDW�

WXWWR�WUD�JOL�HEUHL�VL�ULFRUGDYD�LO�³VHPH�GL�$GDPR´�H�VL�ULVSHWWDYD�LO�SULQFLSLR�GHOOD�YLWD�QHJOL�
DQLPDOL�
9D� DQFKH� GHWWR� FKH� OD� FRQFH]LRQH� ULJXDUGDQWH� LO� FRQGRWWLHUR� YLQFLWRUH� HUD� WDOH� GD� IDUOR�

FRQVLGHUDUH�XQ�GLR��OR�VWHVVR�GLFDVL�SHU�LO�UH��GD�WUDWWDUH�XJXDOPHQWH�FRPH�XQ�GLR�SHU�LO�SRWHUH�
HVHUFLWDWR�
8Q�UXROR�LPSRUWDQWH�KDQQR�OH�WUH�FRQVRUWL�GHOOD�WULQLWj�LQGXLVWD��%UDKDPD��6LYD��9LVQX���



101

Il
6DUDVYDWL��GHD�GHOOD�VDSLHQ]D���/DNVKPL��GHD�GHOOD�EHOOH]]D���.DOL��R�3DUYDWL��PRJOLH�GL�6LYD�
R�'XUJD���<DVKRGD�q�SRL�OD�GHD�QXWULFH�GL�9LVQX��6HPSUH�SUHVVR�JOL�LQGXLVWL�L�QXPL�WXWHODUL�GHL�
YLOODJJL�VRQR�0DWD��R�$PED�R�$PPD�FLRq�PDPPD��$GLWL�è�OD�GHD�LQ¿QLWD��1LUUWL�TXHOOD�FWRQLD��
3UWKLYL�OD�JUDQGH�WHUUD��.DOL�q�OD�GHD�IHURFH��7ULSXUDVXQGDUL�H�/DNVKPL�TXHOOH�EHQH¿FKH��/H�
GHH�FRQVRUWL��WUD�FXL�$LQGUL���GL�GHULYD]LRQH�VDQVFULWD��VRQR�REEHGLHQWL�DL�PDULWL��LQYHFH�TXHOOH�
ORFDOL�VRQR�SL��LQGLSHQGHQWL��,Q¿QH�YD�ULFRUGDWR�FKH�LO�¿XPH�*DQJH��GHWWR�*DQJD��q�XQD�GHD��
UHJLQD�GL�WXWWH�OH�GHH�FRPH�SHUVRQL¿FD]LRQL�GHL�¿XPL��3HUz�YD�DQFKH�FKLDULWR�FKH�OD�VLWXD]LRQH�
q�DQGURFHQWULFD��OD�OHWWXUD�GHL�9HGD�q�SURLELWD�DOOH�GRQQH��FKH�SHU�JLXQJHUH�DOOD�OLEHUD]LRQH�
XOWLPD�GHYRQR�VSHUDUH�GL�ULQDVFHUH�FRPH�XRPLQL��/D�PRJOLH�PDQJLD�GRSR�LO�PDULWR��QRQ�OR�
QRPLQD�PD� OR�VHUYH��'XUDQWH� LO� FLFOR�PHVWUXDOH� OD�GRQQD�QRQ�SXz�DFFHGHUH�DOOD�SDUWH�SL��
interna dei templi���

Secondo una norma della legge ebraica era consentito solo all’uomo di ripudiare la donna 
H�QRQ�YLFHYHUVD��/R�VWHVVR�DFFDGHYD�LQ�HSRFD�URPDQD��GXUDQWH�OD�TXDOH�RSHUDURQR�SXUH�GHOOH�
GLDFRQHVVH�

�� Gli inizi del cristianesimo

1HO� ,,,� VHFROR�GRSR�&ULVWR�JOL� JQRVWLFL� FRQVLGHUDYDQR�0DULD�GL�0DJGDOD�XQ¶DSRVWROD� H�
SHUPHWWHYDQR�IXQ]LRQL�VDFHUGRWDOL�IHPPLQLOL��QRQ�D�FDVR�QHOOD�FDWWHGUDOH�GL�0DUVLJOLD�F¶è una 
UDI¿JXUD]LRQH�GL�0DULD�0DGGDOHQD�FKH�HYDQJHOL]]D�
*UDQGH� LPSRUWDQ]D� HEEH� SXUH�(OHQD� �������������������PDGUH� GL�&RVWDQWLQR��'XQTXH�

nei primi tre secoli c’è stata un’attribuzione di maggior potere alle donne (poi di nuovo nel 
;,,�H�;,,,�VHFROR��QRQFKp�QHO�;9,�H�;9,,��PD�TXHVWL�XOWLPL�GDWL�VRQR�FRQWURYHUVL���,Q�FDPSR�
FULVWLDQR�q�GD�PHQ]LRQDUH�0DUFHOOD��YHGRYD�URPDQD��FKH�FRQ�OD�VXD�VHJXDFH�3DROD�����������
±�SL��WDUGL�GHWWD�OD�9HFFKLD�±�ULXQLYD�JUXSSL�GL�GRQQH�DOWRORFDWH�H�GHGLWH�DG�XQD�YLWD�GL�SLHWj�
H�SRYHUWj��9D�FLWDWD�DQFKH�3HUSHWXD��VRUHOOD�GL�$JRVWLQR�H�IRQGDWULFH�GL�XQ�RUGLQH�IHPPLQLOH�
6DQ�*HURODPR�IX�VRVWHQLWRUH�GHOOD�YHUJLQLWj�IHPPLQLOH��«cesserà di essere una donna e 

sarà chiamato uomo»��� IDYRUHQGR�FRVu�XQ¶DPELJXD�FRQGL]LRQH�GL�SRWHUH�H�VXERUGLQD]LRQH�
LQVLHPH��4XDWWUR�GRQQH�HPHUVHUR�IUD�OH�DOWUH��(XGRVVLD��3XOFKHULD��7HRGRUD�HG�,UHQH�
1HO�YDQJHOR�GL�/XFD����������JLj�VL�SDUODYD�GL�YDULH�GRQQH�RSHUDQWL�LQVLHPH�FRQ�*HV���

,Q�VHJXLWR�(JOL�VH�QH�DQGDYD�GL�FLWWj�LQ�FLWWj�H�GL�YLOODJJLR�LQ�YLOODJJLR��SUHGLFDQGR�H�DQQXQ]LDQGR�OD�
EXRQD�QRYHOOD�GHO�UHJQR�G¶,GGLR��PHQWUH�L�'RGLFL�HUDQR�FRQ�OXL��FRPH�SXUH�DOFXQH�GRQQH��FKH�HUDQR�
VWDWH�OLEHUDWH�GD�VSLULWL�PDOLJQL�H�GD�PDODWWLH��0DULD��GHWWD�0DGGDOHQD��GDOOD�TXDOH�HUDQR�XVFLWL�VHWWH�
GHPRQL��*LRYDQQD�PRJOLH�GL�&X]D�SURFXUDWRUH�GL�(URGH��6XVDQQD�H�PROWH�DOWUH��FKH�OL�DVVLVWHYDQR�
FRL�ORUR�EHQL��

'L�ORUR�VL�q�SHUVD�TXDVL�RJQL�WUDFFLD�VWRULFD��PD�YL�SRQH�TXDOFKH�ULPHGLR�&DUOD�5LFFL�LQ�XQ�
suo pregevole contributo���
Ê�QHO�,9�VHFROR�FKH�FRPLQFLD�D�GLIIRQGHUVL�LO�PRQDFKHVLPR�IHPPLQLOH��*UHJRULR�1LVVHQR�

�� &IU��&�7��)HUUHWWL��Donne e religioni: un rapporto poliedrico��LQ�©3URVSHWWLYD�3HUVRQDª��Q������������SS��
�������passim.

�� &IU��&��5LFFL��Maria di Magdala e le molte altre��'¶$XULD��1DSROL������

Roberto Cipriani
Donne e religioni
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SDUOD�GL�VXD�VRUHOOD�0DFULQD��RIIUHQGRFL�FRVu�OD�SULPD�ELRJUD¿D�FULVWLDQD�GHGLFDWD�ad una don�
QD��H�ULFRUGD�LQ�PRGR�DFFRUDWR�OD�ODPHQWD]LRQH�IXQHEUH�GHOOH�FRQVRUHOOH�FROSLWH�GDOOD�SHUGLWD�
GHOOD�ORUR�PDHVWUD��IDWWD�RJJHWWR�GL�JUDQGH�YHQHUD]LRQH�

Ê�VWDWD�VSHQWD�OD�OXFH�GHL�QRVWUL�RFFKL�
è�VWDWR�WROWR�LO�OXPH�GHOOD�JXLGD�GHOOH�QRVWUH�DQLPH�
è�VWDWD�GLVWUXWWD�OD�VLFXUH]]D�GHOOD�QRVWUD�YLWD�
è�VWDWR�WROWR�LO�VLJLOOR�GHOO¶LPPRUWDOLWj�
è�VWDWR�VWUDSSDWR�LO�OHJDPH�GHOOD�FRQFRUGLD�
è�VWDWR�DEEDWWXWR�LO�VRVWHJQR�GHL�GHEROL�
è�VWDWR�VRSSUHVVR�LO�ULPHGLR�GHL�PDODWL�
*UD]LH�D�WH�DQFKH�OD�QRWWH�HUD�SHU�QRL�LOOXPLQDWD�LQ�OXRJR�GHO�JLRUQR�GHOOD�WXD�YLWD�SXUD�
ora invece anche il giorno si cambierà in tenebra��

6HFRQGR�(OHQD�*LDQQDUHOOL�FKH�LQWURGXFH��WUDGXFH�HG�DQQRWD�O¶RSHUD�GHO�1LVVHQR��

LO�,9�VHFROR�q�XQR�GHL�PRPHQWL�FKLDYH�QHOOD�VWRULD�GHOOD�&KLHVD�DQWLFD��FDUDWWHUL]]DWR�GDO�GLIIRQGHU�
VL��GD�2ULHQWH�D�2FFLGHQWH��GL�XQ�IHQRPHQR�LPSRUWDQWLVVLPR�FRPH�LO�PRQDFKHVLPR��HVVR�DVVHJQD�
VRSUDWWXWWR�OD�GH¿QLWLYD�DIIHUPD]LRQH�GHOOD�UHOLJLRQH�FULVWLDQD��FRQ�OD�FRQYHUVLRQH�GHOOH�FODVVL�VR�
FLDOL�SL��HOHYDWH�GHOO¶LPSHUR��&Lz�DYYLHQH�JUD]LH�DOO¶DSSRUWR�GHOO¶HOHPHQWR�IHPPLQLOH��SL��DSHUWR�
H�GLVSRQLELOH�DG�DFFRJOLHUH�QRYLWj�UHOLJLRVH�TXDQGR�TXHVWH�GLDQR�GLJQLWj�H�YDORUH�QXRYL�D�XQD�FD�
WHJRULD�GH¿QLWD�GDOOD�WUDGL]LRQH�HEUDLFD�H�SDJDQR�FODVVLFD�FRPH�VLQRQLPR�GL�GHEROH]]D��/D�GRQQD�
FRVWLWXLVFH�SHU�LO�FULVWLDQHVLPR�XQ�SUREOHPD�QRWHYROH�FKH�SURSULR�LQ�TXHVWD�HWj�VL�FHUFD�GL�ULVROYHUH���

0D�TXDO�q�O¶HVHPSODULWj�ELRJUD¿FD��WHRORJLFD�H�¿ORVR¿FD�LQVLHPH�GHO�FDVR�GL�0DFULQD"�

$WWUDYHUVR�OD�VDQWLWj�GHOOD�SURWDJRQLVWD�VL�HVDOWD�QHOOD�VXD�UHDOL]]D]LRQH�FRQFUHWD�LO�VROR�PRGR�FKH�
O¶HVVHUH�XPDQR�KD�GL�JLXQJHUH�DOOD�SHUIH]LRQH��,�SUHVXSSRVWL�VRQR��OD�ULQXQFLD�DL�YDORUL�WHUUHQL��LO�
VXSHUDPHQWR�GHOOD�SURSULD�GLPHQVLRQH�¿VLFD��O¶LPSHUWXUEDELOLWj��XQD�WHQVLRQH�FRQWLQXD�YHUVR�'LR��
O¶DEEDQGRQR�WRWDOH�DOOD�VXD�YRORQWj��LO�SUHYDOHUH�GHOOR�VSLULWR�VXOOD�FDUQH��³)LORVR¿D´�LQWHVD�LQ�TXH�
VWR�VHQVR�q�LO�WHPD�FHQWUDOH�GHOO¶RSHUD��OR�VL�YHGH�VXELWR�¿Q�GDOOD�SUHPHVVD�GHO�OLEUR��DQFKH�LO�JHQHUH�
OHWWHUDULR�VFHOWR�q�LQ�OLQHD�SHUIHWWD�FRQ�XQ�VLPLOH�DVVXQWR��6L�WUDWWD�GL�XQD�ELRJUD¿D�¿ORVR¿FD��FLz�
FRQVHQWH�GL�VHJXLUH�LO�SURJUHVVR�GHO�SHUVRQDJJLR�YHUVR�XQD�GLPHQVLRQH�VXSHULRUH�D�TXHOOD�SURSULD�
GHOO¶XRPR�FRPXQH�
&DUDWWHULVWLFD�GHO�1LVVHQR�q� OD�FRQFH]LRQH�GLQDPLFD�GHOOD�YLUW���SHU�FXL� LO� UDJJLXQJLPHQWR�GHOOD�
VDQWLWj�SUHYHGH�XQD�VHULH�GL�WDSSH��,Q�TXHVWR�iter�FRQFHSLWR�LQ�PRGR�GLDOHWWLFR��GRYH�RJQL�IDVH�q�XQ�
VXSHUDPHQWR�GHOOD�SUHFHGHQWH��F¶q�XQ�HOHPHQWR�LPPXWDELOH��OD�YRFD]LRQH��FKH�QRQ�YLHQH�PDL�PHQR��
PDOJUDGR�RVWDFROL�H�RSSRVL]LRQL��1HO�FDVR�GHOOD�VRUHOOD��*UHJRULR�GHYH�PLVXUDUVL�FRQ�O’handicap 
QDWXUDOH�GL�0DFULQD��FKH�q�XQD�GRQQD��

$JRVWLQR�VFULYH�GL�VXD�PDGUH�0RQLFD��*UHJRULR�1D]LDQ]HQR�GL�VXD�PDGUH�1RQQD��*HUROD�
PR�GL�YDULH�GRQQH��YHUJLQL�H�YHGRYH��&OHPHQWH�$OHVVDQGULQR��VWXGLDWR�VRSUDWWXWWR�GD�*LXVHS�
SH�/D]]DWL��q�LO�WHRULFR�GHOO¶XJXDJOLDQ]D�IUD�XRPR�H�GRQQD�

�� *��'L�1LVVD��La vita di Santa Macrina��)DEEUL�(GLWRUL��0LODQR�������S������
�� (��*LDQQDUHOOL��LQ�*��'L�1LVVD��FLW.��SS��������
�� ,YL��SS��������
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Il
'RSR�TXDOFKH�WHPSR��©QHO�QRQR�VHFROR�OH�GRQQH�FULVWLDQH��OH�ORUR�IDPLJOLH�H�L�ORUR�FRQVL�

glieri ecclesiastici avevano creato un’alternativa ai ruoli convenzionali consentiti alle donne 
QHOOH�VRFLHWj�SUHFHGHQWL��1HOO¶(XURSD�FULVWLDQD��OH�GRQQH�GHYRWH�SRWHYDQR�ODVFLDUH�OH�IDPL�
JOLH��HYLWDUH�LO�PDWULPRQLR�H�OH�JUDYLGDQ]H��3RWHYDQR�GLYHQWDUH�³VSRVH�GL�&ULVWR´�H�UDFFRJOLH�
UH�L�IUXWWL�GHOOD�ORUR�XQLRQH�VSLULWXDOHª��
,Q�HIIHWWL�

O¶HUHGLWj�ODVFLDWD�DOOH�GRQQH�HXURSHH�GHO�QRQR�VHFROR�GDOOD�FXOWXUD�JUHFD��URPDQD��HEUHD��FHOWLFD�H�
JHUPDQLFD�VL�EDVDYD�VRSUDWWXWWR�VX�WUDGL]LRQL�FKH�JLXVWL¿FDYDQR�H�SHUSHWXDYDQR�OD�ORUR�VXERUGLQD�
]LRQH��PD�LQ�SDUWH�HVVD�IX�DQFKH�UDSSUHVHQWDWD�GD�LPPDJLQL�H�PHPRULH�GL�GRQQH�FKH�FRQIHULYDQR�
ORUR�SRWHUH��/D�YLWD�H�JOL�LQVHJQDPHQWL�GL�*HV��GL�1D]DUHW��SL��WDUGL�LVWLWX]LRQDOL]]DWL�QHOOD�IRUPD�
GHOOD�IHGH�H�GHOOH�SUDWLFKH�GHOOD�&KLHVD�FULVWLDQD��FRQWULEXLURQR�VLD�DOOH�WUDGL]LRQL�EDVDWH�VXO�SRWHUH��
FKH�D�TXHOOH�EDVDWH�VXOOD�VXERUGLQD]LRQH�GHOOD�GRQQD���

/H�GRQQH�HXURSHH��FRPH�OH�GRQQH�GL�HSRFKH�SUHFHGHQWL��YLVVHUR�TXLQGL�LQ�XQD�FXOWXUD�LQ�FXL�L�YDORUL��
OH�OHJJL��OH�LPPDJLQL�H�OH�LVWLWX]LRQL�GHFUHWDYDQR�OD�ORUR�LQIHULRULWj�H�LPSRQHYDQR�OD�ORUR�VXERUGLQD�
]LRQH�DJOL�XRPLQL��/D�VXERUGLQD]LRQH�IHPPLQLOH�IX��WUD�OH�WUDGL]LRQL�HUHGLWDWH�GDOOH�GRQQH�HXURSHH��
OD�SL��SRWHQWH�H�UHVLVWHQWH��

Conclusione

8Q�VLJQL¿FDWLYR�LQGLFDWRUH�GHO�UDSSRUWR�LQWHUFRUUHQWH�IUD�FRQGL]LRQH�IHPPLQLOH�H�FRQWHVWR�
cristiano e cattolico è costituito dalla dinamica relativa al misticismo o meglio ai diversi 
misticismi che hanno attraversato tante generazioni di donne���DVVRJJHWWDWH�DQFKH�LQ�TXHVWR�
FDPSR�DO�SRWHUH�GH¿QLWRULR�GHJOL�XRPLQL��WHRORJL��¿ORVR¿�HG�HVSRQHQWL�GHOO¶DSSDUDWR�HFFOH�
VLDVWLFR��
8QD�SULPD�YHUL¿FD�VL�SXz�DYHUH�D�SDUWLUH�GDOOD�OHWWXUD�GHOO¶RSHUD�GL�(JHULD��VFULWWD�QHO�,9�

VHFROR�FRPH�GLDULR�GL�YLDJJLR�LQ�7HUUD�6DQWD��/¶DXWULFH�QRQ�VL�HUD�SHUPHVVD�GL�FLPHQWDUVL�LQ�
LSRWHVL�H�VXJJHVWLRQL�UHODWLYH�D�WHVWL�ELEOLFL��TXHVWR�HUD�FRPSLWR�ULVHUYDWR�DL�YHVFRYL��DL�VD�
SLHQWL��FRPXQTXH�D�GHJOL�XRPLQL��*Lj�LO�VXR�YLDJJLR�DL�OXRJKL�VDQWL�HUD�VWDWR�XQ�D]]DUGR��1RQ�
DYUHEEH�GRYXWR�DQGDUH�ROWUH��FRQ�FRPPHQWL�H�ULÀHVVLRQL�SHUVRQDOL���
,Q�SUDWLFD�©TXHOOH�IRUPH�GL�PLVWLFLVPR�FKH�HUDQR�FRPSDWLELOL�FRQ�OH�SURVSHWWLYH�HFFOHVLDVWLFKH�

dominanti YHQQHUR�ODVFLDWH�¿RULUH��H�TXHOOH�FKH�QRQ�OR�HUDQR�YHQQHUR�HOLPLQDWHª����
,QVRPPD�SRWHUH�H�FRQRVFHQ]D�VRQR�VHPSUH�LQ�VWUHWWD�UHOD]LRQH��(G�LO�JHQHUH�ID�VSHVVR�GD�

VSDUWLDFTXH�QHOO¶HVHUFL]LR�GHO�SRWHUH�VWHVVR�DQFKH�LQ�FDPSR�UHOLJLRVR�H�VSLULWXDOH��LQGLSHQGHQ�
WHPHQWH�GDOOH�EXRQH�LQWHQ]LRQL�GHL�VRJJHWWL�FRLQYROWL��'L�FRQVHJXHQ]D�OD�FRVWUX]LRQH�VWRULFR�

�� %�6��$QGHUVRQ / -��3��=LQVVHU��/H�GRQQH�LQ�(XURSD�����1HL�FDPSL�H�QHOOH�FKLHVH��/DWHU]D��5RPD�%DUL�
������S�������HGL]LRQH�RULJLQDOH��+DUSHU�DQG�5RZ��1HZ�<RUN������

�� ,YL, S������
�� ,YL��S������
�� &IU��$D��9Y���Le donne di Dio��LQ�©5HOLJLRQL�H�6RFLHWjª��;;��JHQQDLR�DSULOH��������SS�������
�� &IU��*�0��-DQW]HQ��Power, Gender and Christian Mysticism��&DPEULGJH�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��&DPEULGJH�

�����������S������
�� ,YL��S������

Roberto Cipriani
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Il tema di B@bel

VRFLDOH�GHO�PLVWLFLVPR�q�XQ¶RSHUD]LRQH�GL�WLSR�SDWULDUFDOH��GL�FXL�OH�GRQQH�GLI¿GDQR��'L�IDWWR�
sarebbe avvenuta un’appropriazione indebita da parte degli ecclesiastici e degli accademici 
L�TXDOL�VL�VDUHEEHUR�LPSRVVHVVDWL�VWUXPHQWDOPHQWH�GHOOD�PLVWLFD�H�GHOOD�VSLULWXDOLWj�©FRQVHU�
YDQGR�DG�HVVH�LO�SRWHUH�PD�DVVRJJHWWDQGROH�DG�XQ�WRUQDFRQWR�PDVFKLOH��RSSXUH�SULYDQGROH�GHO�
SRWHUH�H�SHUFLz�DGGRPHVWLFDQGROH�H�IHPPLQLOL]]DQGROHª����,Q�WDO�PRGR�WXWWR�UHVWD�WUDQTXLOOR��
VHQ]D�FDPELDPHQWL�LQ�FDPSR�SXEEOLFR��QHOOD�SROLWLFD��FLRq�GRYH�VL�HVHUFLWD�LO�SRWHUH�UHDOH�
,O�GH¿QLWLYD�LO�PLVWLFLVPR�IHPPLQLOH�q�IUXWWR�GHOOH�FRQWLQJHQ]H�VWRULFKH�OHJDWH�DL�UDSSRUWL�

GL�JHQHUH�H�GL�SRWHUH�H�TXLQGL�ULPDQH�LO�SUHFLSLWDWR�XOWLPR�GL�XQD�FRVWUX]LRQH�VRFLDOH�FKH�YD�
VPRQWDWD�SXQWR�SHU�SXQWR�DO�¿QH�GL�ULFRVWUXLUH��FRQVDSHYROPHQWH��L�YDUL�SDVVDJJL�FKH�KDQQR�
SRUWDWR�DOOD�VLWXD]LRQH�SUHVHQWH��3HU�*UDFH�0DULRQ�-DQW]HQ��LQ�IRQGR��SURSULR�LO�GHFRVWUXLUH�LO�
misticismo è oggi «il compito mistico» per eccellenza���
3HU�VHFROL� OD�GRQQD�KD�VXELWR�PRUWL¿FD]LRQL�GL�QDWXUD�VSLULWXDOH�H�FRUSRUDOH��,Q�TXDOFKH�

modo le è stata negata la possibilità di esprimersi al meglio delle sue potenzialità senza 
VRWWRVWDUH�D�OLPLWL�LPSRVWL�GDOO¶DOWUR�H�GDOO¶DOWR��2UD�VL�DVVLVWH�DQFKH�DG�XQD�VLQJRODUH�³ULYLQ�
FLWD´��SURSULR�OH�GRQQH��D�OXQJR�WHQXWH�ORQWDQH�GDOO¶DOWDUH�H�GDOOH�GHFLVLRQL�SL��LPSRUWDQWL��VL�
VWDQQR�ULDSSURSULDQGR�GL�XQR�VSD]LR�FKH�q�ORUR�GRYXWR�QHOOD�&KLHVD��(G�HFFR�FKH�VSRVDQGR�
LQDVSHWWDWDPHQWH�DQLPD�H�FRUSR�SURSRQJRQR�XQD�PLUDELOH�VLPELRVL�IUD�VSLULWXDOH�H�PDWHULDOH�
JLXVWR�LQ�XQ�DPELWR�QRQ�IDFLOPHQWH�VRJJHWWR�D�UHVWUL]LRQL�GL�VRUWD��TXHOOR�GHOOD�SUHJKLHUD��$S�
SDUH�GXQTXH�VLQJRODUH�H�VWUDRUGLQDULD�LQVLHPH�OD�³SURYRFD]LRQH´�GL�FLQTXH�WHRORJKH�VSDJQROH�
FKH�KDQQR�VFULWWR�DOWUHWWDQWL�VDJJL�VXOOH�SRVVLELOLWj�RIIHUWH�GDO�SUHJDUH�FRQ�L�FLQTXH�VHQVL�GHO�
FRUSR��FLRq�XGLWR��YLVWD��WDWWR��ROIDWWR�H�JXVWR��/D�IHOLFH�FRQLXJD]LRQH�GL�HOHPHQWL�DVFHWLFR�
FRQWHPSODWLYL�H�¿VLFR�FRUSRUDOL�SUDWLFDELOL�GDOO¶RUDQWH�DWWUDYHUVR�RUHFFKL��RFFKL��GLWD��QDVR�H�
SDODWR�UHQGH�SL��SDUWHFLSDWD��XQLFD��QRQ�ULSHWLWLYD�O¶HVSHULHQ]D�GHOOD�SUHJKLHUD��&RVu�O¶XGLWR�
VHUYH�SHU�DVFROWDUH� OD�SDUROD�GL�'LR��PD�DQFKH�VH�VWHVVL�� O¶ROIDWWR�FRQYHUWH� OD�SUHJKLHUD� LQ�
VHQVD]LRQH�GLYLQD�H�Gj�O¶LGHD�GHO�SURIXPR�GL�&ULVWR�QHOO¶HVLVWHQ]D�XPDQD��0W�������H�0F�����
����OD�YLVWD�ULFKLDPD�DOOD�PHQWH�LO�YDORUH�GHOOR�VJXDUGR�IHPPLQLOH��GL�TXHOOR�GLYLQR�H�GHOOD�
VWHVVD�0DULD��LO�JXVWR�VL�DFFRPSDJQD�DO�YLVVXWR�GHOOD�FRQYLYLDOLWj�HXFDULVWLFD��LO�WDWWR�PHWWH�
LQ�FDPSR�OH�PHGHVLPH�VHQVD]LRQL�SURYDWH�GDOOD�¿JOLD�GL�*LDULR��SUHVD�SHU�PDQR�GD�*HV��HG�
alzatasi dal letto di morte) e dall’emorroissa che aveva toccato il Figlio dell’uomo con viva 
IHGH�±�GRSR�HVVHUH�ULPDVWD�D�OXQJR�VHQ]D�VSHULPHQWDUH�DOFXQ�FRQWDWWR�XPDQR��UHLHWWD�FRP¶HUD�
per il suo stato di impurità����
&RPH�VL�YHGH�QRQ�VROR�VRQR�GHOOH�WHRORJKH�D�VFULYHUH�GL�TXHVWR�PD�DQFKH�OH�IHQRPHQROR�

JLH�HVHPSODUPHQWH�FLWDWH�KDQQR�FRPH�SURWDJRQLVWH�GHOOH�GRQQH��FKH�GXQTXH�UHFXSHUDQR�LQ�
pieno la loro dignità�� e restano degne di memoria����VXOOD�VFRUWD�GL�TXDQWR�DYYHQXWR�DOOD�GRQ�

�� ,YL��S������
�� ,YL��S������
�� &IU��,��*yPH]�$FHER��D�FXUD�GL����$��)XHUWHV�7X\D���0��=XEtD�*XLQHD���0��1DYDUUR�3XHUWR���7��/HyQ�

0DUWtQ��Pregare con i sensi. L’esperienza di cinque teologhe��3DROLQH��0LODQR�������HGL]LRQH�RLJLQDOH��
'HVFOpH�GH�%URXZHU�������

��� &IU��5��6HQQHWW��Rispetto. La dignità umana in un mondo di diseguali��LO�0XOLQR��%RORJQD������
��� &IU��/��6FDUDI¿D���*��=DUUL��D�FXUD�GL���Donne e fede. Santità e vita religiosa in Italia��/DWHU]D��5RPD�

%DUL�������LQ�SDUWLFRODUH�*��%DURQH��Società e religiosità femminile ������������SS����������'��5LJDX[��
La donna, la fede, l’immagine negli ultimi secoli del Medioevo��SS�����������*��=DUUL��Dalla profezia 
DOOD�GLVFLSOLQD��������������SS�����������0��&DI¿HUR��Dall’esplosione mistica tardo-barocca all’a-
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Il
QD�GL�%HWDQLD�FKH�LQIUDQVH�XQ�YDVR�SUH]LRVR�SHU�YHUVDUQH�LO�SURIXPR�VXO�FRUSR�GHO�6LJQRUH��
LO�TXDOH�QRQRVWDQWH�OR�VGHJQR�GL�WDOXQL�FRVu�WHVWLPRQLz�LO�VXR�DSSUH]]DPHQWR�YHUVR�GL�OHL��©LQ�
YHULWj�YL�GLFR��RYXQTXH�VDUj�SUHGLFDWR�LO�9DQJHOR�QHO�PRQGR�LQWHUR��VL�SDUOHUj�SXUH�GL�TXHOOR�
FKH�HOOD�KD�IDWWR��LQ�PHPRULD�GL�OHLª��0F��������

SRVWRODWR�VRFLDOH��������������SS�����������.��%DU]PDQ��Immagini sacre e vita religiosa delle donne 
�������������SS�����������/��6FDUDI¿D��Il cristianesimo l’ha fatta libera, collocandola nella famiglia 
accanto all’uomo��GDO������DOOD�©0XOLHULV�'LJQLWDWHP»)��SS�����������&IU��SXUH�&��0LOLWHOOR��Primave-
re ed inverni del femminile nella Chiesa��LQ�©3UHVE\WHULª��Q�����������SS����������

Roberto Cipriani
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