
21

Giulietta Ottaviano

7(2*21,(��&2602*21,(��&2602*5$),(�
'$�(6,2'2�$,�0,/(6,

Questioni lessicali

ABSTRACT: Theogonies, Cosmogonies, Cosmographies from Hesiod to Milesians. Lexical Notes

7KLV�DUWLFOH�DQDO\]HV�WKH�SHULRG�EHWZHHQ�+HVLRG¶V�$JH�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�SKLORVRSKLFDO�VFKRRO�� WKH�0LOH-
VLDQ�6FKRRO��,Q�7KHRJRQLHV�DQG�&RVPRJRQLHV�WKH�¿UVW�SKLORVRSKLFDO�UHÀHFWLRQV�RQ�WKH�RULJLQ�RI�WKH�
universe, on the laws that govern the nature and the polis,RQ�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�arché, on the relationship 
between mythos and logos�DUH�DOUHDG\�SUHVHQW�
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�� Teogonie e Genealogie

/D�WHVWLPRQLDQ]D�GL�(URGRWR�VX�(VLRGR�H�2PHUR��SHU�TXDQWR�ULJXDUGD�O¶HYROX]LRQH�GHO�PLWR�
YHUVR�XQD�ULÀHVVLRQH�UD]LRQDOH��DWWUDYHUVR�OD�FUHD]LRQH�SRHWLFD��q�VHQ]D�GXEELR�VLJQL¿FDWLYD��

(VLRGR�H�2PHUR�LQIDWWL�LR�FUHGR�FKH�VLDQR�GL�TXDWWURFHQWR�DQQL�SL��YHFFKL�GL�PH�H�QRQ�GL�SL���H�
VRQR�TXHOOL�FKH�KDQQR�FRPSRVWR�SHU�L�*UHFL�XQD�WHRJRQLD�H�KDQQR�GDWR�L�QRPL�DJOL�GqL��GLYLGHQGR�
gli onori e le prerogative e indicando il loro aspetto��

3RHPD�LQ�HVDPHWUL��OD�FXL�OLQJXD�H�VWLOH�VL�ULIDQQR�DO�PRGHOOR�RPHULFR��FKH�SHU�FRQYHQ]LRQH�
VL�ID�ULHQWUDUH�QHOOD�SRHVLD�GLGDVFDOLFD��OD�Teogonia,�FRQ�L�VXRL������YHUVL��GHVFULYH�O¶RULJLQH�
GHJOL�GqL�H�GHO�FRVPR��DWWLQJHQGR�DG�XQD�WUDGL]LRQH�PROWR�YDULD��LQ�FXL�FRQÀXLVFRQR�HOHPHQWL�
FRVPRJRQLFL�H�WHRJRQLFL�GL�LQÀXHQ]D�RULHQWDOH�DQDWROLFD��DFFDGLFD��IHQLFLD��HJHR�PLQRLFD�H�
della cultura greco-arcaica���

La lotta di Zeus contro i Titani ed altri episodi narrati da Esiodo nella Teogonia hanno 
LQGRWWR�VWXGLRVL�FRPH�)UDQFLV�0��&RUQIRUG�D�ULQWUDFFLDUH�VXJJHVWLYH�DQDORJLH�FRQ�OH�WHRJR-
nie babilonesi ed in particolare con la lotta del dio 0DUGXN contro Tiâmat�� ,O�SRHPD�VXOOD�
creazione di oltre mille versi, (QXPD�(OLã nel suo incipit «Quando in alto» descrive l’origine 
GHOO¶XQLYHUVR�SURYHQLHQWH�GD�XQ�2FHDQR�VFRQ¿QDWR�H�LQGLIIHUHQ]LDWR��XQ�FDRV�OLTXLGR�GD�FXL�
VDUHEEHUR�VFDWXULWL�VLD�OD�QDWXUD�FKH�JOL�GqL��0DUGXN�UDSSUHVHQWD�LO�GLR�HURH�FKH��VFRQ¿JJHQGR�
Tiâmat��LO�WHUULELOH�PRVWUR�IHPPLQLOH�FKH�VWD�D�VLPEROHJJLDUH�JOL�DELVVL�PDULQL��QH�DYUHEEH�

�� (URGRWR��Storie��,,���������WU��GL�$��,]]R�'¶$FFLQQL��%85�5L]]ROL��0LODQR�������SS����������
�� &IU��0�/��:HVW��/D�¿ORVR¿D�JUHFD�DUFDLFD�H�O¶2ULHQWH��LO�0XOLQR��%RORJQD�������S������/¶DXWRUH�PHWWH�

LQ�JXDUGLD�GDOO¶LGHQWL¿FDUH�7LkPDW�FRQ�XQ�©GUDJRª�GDOOH�PROWH�WHVWH�H�FLWD�D�SURSRVLWR�JOL�VWXGL�GL�$��
+HLGHO��VHFRQGR�FXL�O¶LFRQRJUD¿D�FRUULVSRQGHQWH�VDUHEEH��LQYHFH��TXHOOD�GL�XQD�FDSUD�
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HVWUDWWR�LO�FRVPR�RUGLQDWR��FRQ�LO�VDQJXH�GHO�PRVWUR�H�FRQ�O¶DLXWR�GHOOD�GLYLQLWj�(D plasma il 
SURWRWLSR�GHOO¶HVVHUH�XPDQR��FKH�VDUj�GHVWLQDWR�G¶RUD�LQ�SRL�D�VHUYLUH�JOL�GqL��$QDORJLH�FRQ�L�
PLWL�GHOOH�SRSROD]LRQL�VHPLWLFKH�VRQR�VWDWH�LQGLYLGXDWH�GD�*XQNHO���DQFKH�LQ�ULIHULPHQWR�DL�
PRVWUL�ELEOLFL�5DKDE�H�/HYLDWKDQ��HQWUDPEL�VHUSHQWL�PDULQL��GHVFULWWL�FRPH�©DYYROJHQWLVLª��
-HDQ�3LHUUH�9HUQDQW�KD�PHVVR�LQ�OXFH�FRPH�OH�FRVPRJRQLH�H�OH�WHRJRQLH�GHOO¶DQWLFD�*UH-

FLD�VLDQR�GD�FROOHJDUH�DL�PLWL�GL�VRYUDQLWj��1HL�PLWL�GL�HPHUJHQ]D��SUHVHQWL�QHOOH�QDUUD]LRQL�
riguardanti le genealogie degli dèi, risulta evidente il ruolo svolto da una divinità regale che, 
VFRQ¿JJHQGR�H�WULRQIDQGR�VXL�QHPLFL��ULHVFH�LQ¿QH�D�LQVWDXUDUH�O¶RUGLQH�FRVPLFR��(VLRGR�UDS-
SUHVHQWD�LO�SRHWD�FKH��QHOOR�VYROJHUH�LO�UXROR�GL�©IXQ]LRQDULR�GHOOD�VRYUDQLWjª�H�QHO�UHFLWDUH�LO�
mito di emergenza, collabora direttamente, attraverso la sapienza poetica, alla «realizzazione 
GHL�IRQGDPHQWL�GL�XQ�RUGLQH�GHO�PRQGRª��
,O�SRHPD�VL�DSUH�FRQ�XQ�OXQJR�Prologo��YY���������D�FXL�IDQQR�VHJXLWR�XQD�FRVPRJRQLD��

XQD�JHQHDORJLD�GHJOL�GHL��XQD�JHQHDORJLD�GHJOL�HURL�R�VHPLGHL��¿JOL�QDWL�GDOO¶XQLRQH�GL�XQD�
GHD�FRQ�XQ�PRUWDOH��
1HOO¶LQQR� DOOH�0XVH� �YY�� �������+DQV� 6FKZDEO�� GLVWLQJXH� WUH� VH]LRQL� GLIIHUHQWL�� FKH� VL�

FRPSOHWDQR�D�YLFHQGD��OD�SULPD�KD�SHU�WHPD�OH�0XVH�(OLFRQLH��YY��������OD�VHFRQGD�q�GHGLFDWD�
DOOH�0XVH�VXOO¶2OLPSR��YY����������OD�WHU]D��UHODWLYD�DOOH�0XVH�H�DJOL�XRPLQL��VL�FRQFOXGH�FRQ�
la preghiera del poeta e con la proposizione�GHO�SRHPD��YY����������� 
5RPSHQGR�FRQ�OD�WUDGL]LRQH��QHO�3rologo Esiodo si presenta come poeta, ricordando come 

OH�0XVH�VXOO¶(OLFRQD��JUD]LH�DOOD�VDSLHQ]D�SRHWLFD��OR�DEELDQR�LQYHVWLWR�D�³PDHVWUR�GL�YHULWj´�
con la consegna dello ıțોʌĲȡȠȞ, il UDPR�G¶DOORUR�¿RULWR��$OOH�0XVH��FKH�KDQQR�LO�SULYLOHJLR�
di dire la verità, (aletheia��VSHWWD�GL�FRQIHULUH�DO�SRHWD�LO�FRPSLWR�GL�FDQWDUH�©OH�FRVH�FKH�VD-
UDQQR�H�OH�FRVH�FKH�IXURQRª��Y�������
$�FDYDOOR�IUD�OD�WUDGL]LRQH�HSLFD�H�TXHOOD�OLULFD��(VLRGR�UHVWD�DQFRUD�OHJDWR�DOOD�WUDGL]LRQH�

HSLFD�SHU�TXHO�FKH�ULJXDUGD�OD�UDSSUHVHQWD]LRQH�WHPSRUDOH�FKH��QRQ�DYYHQHQGR�LQ�XQ�WHPSR�
XQLYHUVDOH��ULPDQH�DQFRUDWD�DG�XQ¶LGHD�GL�WHPSRUDOLWj�QHO�VXR�VYROJLPHQWR�GLDFURQLFR��

Esiodo inizia a distaccarsi dall’epica per aver maturato un nuovo senso della realtà pro-
YHQLHQWH�GD�XQD�YLVLRQH�GHO�PRQGR�GLIIHUHQWH�GD�TXHOOD�RPHULFD��FKH�ULVSHFFKLD�L�PXWDPHQWL�
HFRQRPLFL�H�VRFLDOL�GHOO¶RWWDYR�VHFROR�� LQ�FXL�VL�HVSULPH�O¶LQVRIIHUHQ]D�SHU�O¶DULVWRFUD]LD�D�
IURQWH�GHOOD�GXUH]]D�GHOOD�YLWD�DJULFROD�LQ�XQ�ERUJR�GHOOD�%HR]LD��

>«@�HJOL�QRQ�YHGH�SL��LO�'LYLQR�VROWDQWR�QHOOD�VIHUD�DULVWRFUDWLFD�GHJOL�2OLPSv�FKH�V¶LQWURPHWWR-
no a loro voglia nelle imprese dei re e degli eroi, ma cerca di coglierlo sistematicamente e con 
SUHFLVLRQH�QHO�VXR�HWHUQR�PDQLIHVWDUVL��Ê�FRVu�FKH�HJOL�JLXQJH�DO�VXR�VLVWHPD�WHRJRQLFR��PD�HJOL�q�
DQFRUD�OHJDWR�DOOD�WUDGL]LRQH�HSLFD��LQ�TXDQWR�UDSSUHVHQWD�TXHVWR�VLVWHPD�QRQ�WDQWR�FRPH�TXDOFRVD�
GL�HWHUQDPHQWH�SUHVHQWH��PD�FRPH�TXDOFRVD�FKH�VL�q�DWWXDWR�QHO�WHPSR��

�� +��*XQNHO��6FK|SIXQJ�XQG�&KDRV�LQ�8U]HLW�XQG�(QG]HLW��(LQH�UHOLJLRQVJHVFKLFKWOLFKH�8QWHUVXFKXQJ�
über Gen. 1 und Ap. Jon 12, 9DQGHQKRHFN�	�5XSUHFKW��*|WWLQJHQ������������

�� -��3��9HUQDQW��Les origines de la pensée grecque, 38)�4XDGULJH� 3DULV�������SS������H�VV�
�� +��6FKZDEO��+HVLRGV�7KHRJRQLH��(LQH�XQLWDULVFKH�$QDO\VH��©6LW]XQJVEHULFKWH�GHU�$NDGHPLH�GHU
  :LVVHQVFKDIWHQ�LQ�:LHQª��3KLORVRSKLVFK�+LVWRULVFKH�.ODVVH��&&/����������
�� $��&RORQQD��,QWURGX]LRQH�D�(VLRGR in Esiodo, 2SHUH��87(7��7RULQR�������SS���������
�� %��6QHOO��La cultura greca e le origini del pensiero europeo, Einaudi, Torino ����, SS����������
�� ,YL��S������
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JOL�GqL�VRQR�GLYLVL�IUD�GXH�XVL�GHO�WHPSR�FRPSOHWDPHQWH�VHSDUDWL�H�LQGLSHQGHQWL��,Q�VHFRQGR�SLDQR��
OD�ORUR�VWRULD�H�OH�YLFLVVLWXGLQL�GHOOD�ORUR�JHQHDORJLD�VL�VYROJRQR�LQ�XQ�WHPSR�OLQHDUH��1DVFLWH��PD-
WULPRQL��FRQÀLWWL��VL�VJUDQDQR�LQ�XQD�QDUUD]LRQH�GDO�ULWPR�VRVWHQXWR��

4XHVWR�q�LO�ORUR�SDVVDWR��PHQWUH�LO�SUHVHQWH�DYYLHQH�LQ�XQ�FRVPR�¿QDOPHQWH�RUGLQDWR�GD�
Zeus��GRYH�JOL�GqL�YLYRQR�LQ�XQ�2OLPSR�GL�VRDYH�DUPRQLD��OH�QRYH�0XVH��¿JOLH�GL�Zeus e di 
Mnemosyne��FKH�VRQR�VWDWH�JHQHUDWH�LQ�TXDOLWj�GL�GHH�VHQ]D�DIIDQQL��FRQ�LO�ORUR�FDQWR�DOOH-
YLDQR� OH�SHQH�GHJOL�XRPLQL��/H�0XVH�VRVWLWXLVFRQR�DO�SHQVLHUR�GHOOD�PRUWH� OD�PHPRULD�GL�
un’eternità, distintiva degli dèi e degli eroi����
/D�GHVFUL]LRQH�GHOOH�JHQHDORJLH�GLYLQH��YY������������q�LQ�RUGLQH�FURQRORJLFR�H�VL�VQRGD�

DWWUDYHUVR�XQD�IRUPD�FRPSLXWD�FKH�FRPSUHQGH�VLD�OD�WUDWWD]LRQH�GLUHWWD�FKH�TXHOOD�FROODWHUDOH��
SULPD�GL�SDVVDUH�DOOD�JHQHDORJLD�VHJXHQWH��/D�QDUUD]LRQH�LQ�IRUPD�SRHWLFD�SURFHGH�FRQ�OD�
GHVFUL]LRQH�GL�FLQTXH�JHQHUD]LRQL�GL�GLYLQLWj�FKH�YHGUDQQR�WULRQIDUH�Zeus sul padre Kronos, 
¿JOLR�GL�2XUDQRV��
3HU�GLYHQWDUH�RUGLQDWRUH�GHO�FRVPR�H�VRYUDQR�GHJOL�GqL�ROLPSLFL��=HXV�FRPSLH�XQD�VHULH�GL�

JHVWD��VL�VDOYD�GDO�SDGUH�Kronos che ingoia la propria prole, riuscendovi grazie alla scaltrez-
]D��SXQLVFH�LO�7LWDQR�Prometeo�FKH�DYHYD�GRQDWR�LO�IXRFR�DJOL�XRPLQL��YLQFH�LQ�EDWWDJOLD�JOL�
DOWUL�7LWDQL��UHOHJDQGROL�QHO�7DUWDUR�H�LQ¿QH�VFRQ¿JJH�Tifeo��PRVWUR�GDOOH�FHQWR�WHVWH��

Come osserva Vernant, non si può parlare, nel caso di Esiodo, di una vera e propria antino-
mia tra mito genetico e divisione strutturale poiché ogni genealogia rappresenta nello stesso 
WHPSR�H�QHOOD�VWHVVD�PLVXUD�OD�VSLHJD]LRQH�GL�XQD�VWHVVD�VWUXWWXUD��VL�q�SHUWDQWR�LQ�SUHVHQ]D�GL�
XQD�FRVPRJRQLD�H�GL�XQD�WHRJRQLD�LQVLHPH�

Esiodo non spiega l’evoluzione che ha portato dal chaos al�NRVPRV��DOOD�PROWHSOLFLWj�GHL�
IHQRPHQL�RIIUH�XQD�VSLHJD]LRQH�JHQHWLFD��,O�FDWDORJR�GL�¿OLD]LRQL�GRFXPHQWD�OD�VRSUDYYLYHQ-
]D�GL�XQ�VRVWUDWR�PLQRLFR�PLFHQHR�GHULYDQWH�D�VXD�YROWD�GDOO¶$VLD�0LQRUH��
/D�GLYLQL]]D]LRQH�H�SHUVRQL¿FD]LRQH�GHO�Chaos, così come appare nella Teogonia, potreb-

be avere un suo precedente nell’Apsû (Abisso) della cosmogonia babilonese da cui derivano 
OH�GLYLQLWj�H�JOL�HQWL�QDWXUDOL�
,O� WHUPLQH�ȤȐȠȢ contiene la radice ȤĮ di ȤĮȓȞȦ, ȤȐıțȦ�GD�FXL� OH�VHJXHQWL� WUDGX]LRQL��mi 

apro, spalanco, spalanco la bocca, sbadiglio��Chaos�VWD�SHUWDQWR�D�VLJQL¿FDUH�GDO�VXR�HWLPR��
³VSD]LR�YXRWR�H�LPPHQVR´��³LPPHQVD�GLVWHVD�GHOOR�VSD]LR´��³DELVVR�VEDGLJOLDQWH´��

La Teogonia esiodea esordisce con la descrizione delle genealogie delle divinità, dopo 
HVVHUVL�FRQFOXVD�OD�SURSRVL]LRQH�GHO�SRHWD��

$OO¶LQL]LR��SHU�SULPD�IX�LO�&DRV��LQ�VHJXLWR�TXLQGL��OD�7HUUD�GDO�ODUJR�SHWWR��GLPRUD�VLFXUD�SHU�VHPSUH�
di tutti gli immortali, che abitano le cime del nevoso Olimpo, ed il Tartaro tenebroso nei recessi 
della Terra, dalle larghe vie���

Dal Chaos nascono l’(UHER�e la nera Notte��GDOOD�Notte, l’(WHUH e il Giorno. Gaia genera, 

�� *��6LVVD / 0��'HWLHQQH��La vita quotidiana degli dei greci, /DWHU]D��5RPD�%DUL�������SS��������
�� Ibidem�
�� Esiodo, Teogonia��YY����������

Giulietta Ottaviano
7HRJRQLH��FRVPRJRQLH��FRVPRJUD¿H���



24

Il tema di B@bel

XJXDOH�D�VH�VWHVVD��LO�&LHOR�VWHOODWR��GLPRUD�GHJOL�GHL�EHDWL��JHQHUD�Pontos (il Mare) e, unitasi 
al Cielo (2XUDQRV���JHQHUD�IUD�L�WDQWL�¿JOL��LO�SL��WHUULELOH��Kronos��YY������������Kronos e 
Rea sono i genitori di Zeus�
1HOOD� WUDGL]LRQH�YHGLFD�� QHOOD�GHVFUL]LRQH� FRVPRJRQLFD�SUHVHQWH�GHO�ǃJYHGD��SXU�QHOOH�

DQDORJLH�ULVFRQWUDELOL�DWWUDYHUVR�O¶DUFKHWLSR�GL�XQ�FRVPR�SURYHQLHQWH�GDOO¶DFTXD�©LQVRQGD-
ELOPHQWH�SURIRQGDª�GL�XQ�XQLYHUVR�FKH�DL�VXRL�SULPRUGL�QRQ�HUD�DOWUR�FKH�XQ¶RQGD�LQGLVWLQWD��
dove «le tenebre erano nascoste dalle tenebre» la nozione di caos originario non sta a rappre-
VHQWDUH�XQ�TXDOFRVD�FKH�³VL�VSDODQFD´��OD�QR]LRQH�VWHVVD�GL�YXRWR�FRPSDUH�FRQ�XQ�VLJQL¿FDWR�
GLYHUVR�GDO�JUDQGH�YXRWR�R�FDRV�RULJLQDULR��$JOL�LQL]L�GHO�9HGD�O¶XQLYHUVR�WUDH�OH�VXH�RULJLQL�
QRQ�GD�XQ�FDRV�DELVVDOH�H�YXRWR��EHQVu�GD�XQ�SLHQR��GD�XQD�VRYUDEERQGDQ]D��GD�TXDOFRVD�FKH�
WUDERFFD�H�FKH�Gj�OXRJR�DJOL�HVVHUL�H�DO�PRQGR��

Se (URV nel poema esiodeo rappresenta l’energia vitale da cui proviene la vita, nella tradi-
zione vedica, il desiderio �NƗPD��q�IRU]D�JHQHUDWULFH�GHOOD�PHQWH����
$�Gaia� ©OD�7HUUD�GDO� ODUJR�SHWWRª� ID� VHJXLWR� OD� FRPSDUVD�GL�(URV� ©TXLQGL�YHQQH�(URV�

�$PRUH���LO�SL��EHOOR�IUD�JOL�GqL�LPPRUWDOL��FROXL�FKH�VFLRJOLH�OH�PHPEUD��FKH�GL�WXWWL�JOL�GqL�H�
di tutti gli uomini doma nel petto l’animo ed i saggi consigli» �YY������������

Kerényj attribuisce a (URV «il carattere attivo che mette in movimento e spinge gli esseri 
DG�HVSOLFDUVL�QHOOH�ORUR�GLVFHQGHQ]Hª��(URV�rappresenterebbe il momento virile del cosmo e 
allo stesso tempo elemento attinente all’anima, «colui che scioglie le membra», provocando 
OR�VYHQLPHQWR�H�OD�PRUWH��.HUpQ\M�RVVHUYD�LQROWUH�FKH��QHOOD�Teogonia,�(URV� pur rappresen-
WDQGR�OD�IRU]D�YLWDOH�GHOO¶XQLYHUVR��QRQ�KD�DQFRUD�DVVXQWR�LO�FDUDWWHUH�SRVLWLYR�FKH�HPHUJHUj�
QHOO¶RU¿VPR����
1HOOD�WUDGL]LRQH�RU¿FD� pur mantenendo il medesimo ruolo di generatore dell’ordine cosmi-

co, (URV�DSSDUWLHQH�DG�XQD�QDUUD]LRQH��GLYHUVD�GD�TXHOOD�HVLRGHD��GRYH�VL�UDFFRQWD�GHOOD�1RWWH�
GDOOH�DOL�QHUH��SRWHQWH�GLYLQLWj�IHPPLQLOH��DPDWD�GDO�9HQWR�FKH�GHSRQH�XQ�XRYR�G¶DUJHQWR�QHO�
grembo dell’Oscurità da cui nascerà (URV�3KDQHV��O¶HUPDIURGLWD�GDOOH�DOL�G¶RUR��'D�WDOH�HYHQWR�
avrà inizio l’universo con la creazione della Terra, del Cielo, del Sole e della Luna����
1HOOD�Teogonia viene descritto il mito di 2XUDQRV�che odia la propria prole, ne è geloso tan-

WR�GD�UHVSLQJHUH�L�¿JOL�DOOD�ORUR�QDVFLWD�QHO�JUHPER�GL�Gaia (Terra) da cui non vuole staccarsi 
H�GD�FXL�SURYLHQH��VDUj�Kronos, su incitamento della madre a spodestare il padre con l’atto 
YLROHQWR�GHOOD�FDVWUD]LRQH�

L’interpretazione psicoanalitica ritrova nell’idea della castrazione del padre gli esempi più 
DQFHVWUDOL�GHO�PLWR��GL�LQWHUSUHWD]LRQH�SL��FRPSOHVVD�DSSDUH�O¶D]LRQH�GL�Kronos che ingoia i 
¿JOL�DSSHQD�QDWL�H�FKH�VDUj�D�VXD�YROWD�VSRGHVWDWR�GDO�¿JOLR�=HXV��DWWUDYHUVR�O¶DVWX]LD�H�O¶LQ-
JDQQR�

Dalla castrazione di 2XUDQRV da parte di Kronos�SURYHQJRQR�XQD�VHULH�GL�DOWUH�GLYLQLWj��
dagli schizzi di sangue degli organi genitali paterni, assorbiti dalla terra, nascono le Erinni, i 
*LJDQWL��OH�1LQIH��$WWRUQR�DL�JHQLWDOL�VFDJOLDWL�QHO�PDUH��VL�IRUPD�XQD�ELDQFD�VSXPD��SULPD�QHL�

��� 5��&DODVVR��L’Ardore��$GHOSKL��0LODQR�������S������
��� .��.HUpQ\M��Miti e Misteri, %RULQJKLHUL��7RULQR�������SS����������
��� 6XO�WHPD�GHOO¶DQGURJLQR�FRPH�VLPEROR�GL�XQLWj�SULPRUGLDOH�FIU��0��'HOFRXUW��Hermaphrodite��Mythes 

et rites de la ELVH[XDOLWp�GDQV�O¶DQWLTXLWp�FODVVLTXH��3UHVVHV�8QLYHUVLWDLUH�GH�)UDQFH��3DULV�������SS��
����H�VV�
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pressi della sacra Citera e poi di Cipro, da dove provengono i natali di Afrodite��>la dea nata 

dalla schiuma, Citerea, dalla bella corona@ �YY�����������
*HRIIUH\�6��.LUN�GHFRGL¿FD�LO�UDFFRQWR�PLWRORJLFR�LQGLYLGXDQGR�L�PRWLYL�ULFRUUHQWL��

>���@�LO�¿JOLR�GHVWLQDWR�D�VRVWLWXLUH�LO�SDGUH��L�WHQWDWLYL�GHO�SDGUH�GL�GLVWUXJJHUOR��=HXV�KD�OD�PHJOLR�
LQ�HQWUDPEL� L�FDVL��SHUFKp�TXDQGR�L�VXRL�IUDWHOOL�H�VRUHOOH�ULQDVFRQR�HJOL�GLYHQWD� LO�SL��DQ]LDQR���
LQJKLRWWHQGR�OD�SLHWUD�XQ�PRVWUR�YLHQH�GLVWUXWWR��,O�VDQJXH�H�LO�VHPH�GHJOL�GqL��VH�FDGH�DO�VXROR��q�
TXDVL�VHPSUH�IHUWLOH��LO�QRPH�GL�$IURGLWH�H�O¶DVSHWWR�VSXPRVR�GHOOR�VSHUPD�H�GHOOD�VFKLXPD�GHO�PDUH�
IDQQR�SHQVDUH�D�OHL�FRPH�SURGRWWR�GL�TXHVWD�VLWXD]LRQH��H�OD�VXD�GHULYD]LRQH�GDOOD�PHVRSRWDPLFD�
,QDQQD�R�,VKWDU��OD�µUHJLQD�GHO�FLHOR¶��ID�GL�8UDQR�R�&LHOR�O¶HYLGHQWH�JHQLWRUH��>«@�WXWWR�TXHVWR�PLWR�
ha uno stretto parallelo nel Vicino Oriente, noto dalla versione ittita di un racconto urrita della metà 
GHO�,,�PLOOHQQLR�D�&��� 

 
Afrodite viene descritta accompagnata da (URV e dal grazioso Himeros� �'HVLGHULR���YY��

����������,O�VLPEROLVPR�¿ORVR¿FR�FROOHJDWR�D�(URV, presente nel Simposio platonico, rappre-
VHQWD�XQD�ULSUHVD�GHO�PLWR�LQ�WXWWD�OD�VXD�FRPSOHVVLWj�H�ULFFKH]]D��(ULVVLPDFR��VXOOD�VFLD�GHL�
pitagorici e di Empedocle e del naturalismo ionico, riprende il mito cosmogonico in cui (URV, 
FRQVLGHUDWR�FRPH�IRU]D�FRVPLFD�H�XQLYHUVDOH��q�FDSDFH�GL�XQL¿FDUH�JOL�RSSRVWL��(ULVVLPDFR�
osserva come, in particolare nella pratica medica, si debbano tutelare le parti sane del corpo 
SHU�FRPEDWWHUH�TXHOOH�PDODWH��IDFHQGR�LQ�PRGR�FKH�L�FRQWUDUL��FDOGR�IUHGGR��VHFFR�XPLGR��
VL�FRPSHQGLQR�IUD�GL�ORUR��GDQGR�OXRJR�DG�XQD�HTXLOLEUDWD�DUPRQLD��/R�VWHVVR�DYYLHQH�QHOOD�
musica, la «scienza delle inclinazioni amorose dell’armonia e del ritmo», e si ritrova anche 
QHOO¶RUGLQH�FLFOLFR�GHOOH�VWDJLRQL�LQ�FXL�VROR�QHO�PRPHQWR�LQ�FXL�LO�FDOGR�H�LO�IUHGGR��LO�VHFFR�
e l’umido si contemperano, si genera un clima buono e salutare sia per gli uomini che per la 
natura animale e vegetale����$ULVWRIDQH�ULSUHQGH�LO�PLWR�GHJOL�HVVHUL�DQGURJLQL��FKH�DYHYDQR�
peccato di hybris��QHO�WHQWDWLYR�GL�GDUH�OD�VFDODWD�DO�FLHOR�SHU�DVVDOLUH�JOL�GHL��=HXV�OL�DYHYD�SX-
QLWL��GLYLGHQGROL�LQ�GXH�PHWj��©FRPH�GHOOH�VRJOLROHª��GD�TXHO�PRPHQWR�LQ�SRL�FLDVFXQD�GHOOH�
GXH�PHWj��LO�VHVVR�PDVFKLOH�H�LO�VHVVR�IHPPLQLOH��VL�ULQFRUURQR�H�DVSLUDQR�D�ULFRQJLXQJHUVL�DO�
¿QH�GL�ULFRVWLWXLUH�O¶RULJLQDULD�XQLWj�SHUGXWD����
1HL�PLWL�FRVPRJRQLFL�VLDPR�GL�IURQWH�DG�XQ�RUGLQDPHQWR�GHO�FRVPR�QHL�VXRL�YDUL�OLYHOOL�

VSD]LDOL��OR�VSD]LR�LQ�DOWR��FRPSOHWDPHQWH�GLYHUVR�GDJOL�DOWUL��UDSSUHVHQWD�OR�VSD]LR�GHOOH�GL-
vinità immortali, collegate al ruolo di sovranità e sta a rappresentare lo spazio di Zeus, il dio 
che esce vincitore dalle lotte contro le divinità maschili più antiche e ancestrali e che istitui-
VFH�O¶RUGLQH��LO�VHFRQGR�q�OR�VSD]LR�GHJOL�XRPLQL��LO�WHU]R�TXHOOR�GHOOD�PRUWH�H�GHJOL�GHL�FWRQLL��
,�7LWDQL�VRQR�OH�GLYLQLWj�GHOOD�hybris (hyperthymoi���VHFRQGR�O¶DJJHWWLYR�HVLRGHR��2XUDQRV 

PXWLODWR�ULPSURYHUD�OD�ORUR�RUJRJOLRVD�IROOLD��(VVL�UDSSUHVHQWDQR�L�ULYDOL�GL�=HXV�SHU�LO�GR-
PLQLR�GHOO¶XQLYHUVR��©'L�FRQWUR�DG�XQD�VRYUDQLWj�GHOO¶RUGLQH��UDSSUHVHQWDWD�GD�=HXV�H�GDJOL�
Olimpici, i Titani incarnano la sovranità del disordine e della hybris. Vinti, devono, come gli 
XRPLQL�G¶DUJHQWR��DEEDQGRQDUH�OD�OXFH�GHO�JLRUQR��SUHFLSLWDWL�OXQJL�GDO�FLHOR��DO�GL�Oj�GHOOD�
VXSHU¿FLH�GHOOD�WHUUD��VFRPSDLRQR�DQFK¶HVVL�hypó chthonos»����

��� *�6��.LUN��La natura dei miti greci, /DWHU]D��5RPD�%DUL�������SS����������
��� 3ODWRQH, Simposio�����H����H�
�� Ibidem�����G����G�
��� -��3��9HUQDQW��Mito e pensiero presso i Greci, (LQDXGL��7RULQR�������S. ���
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�. Kosmos e Kronos

 
Kronos��FRPH�GLYLQLWj��SRWUHEEH�HVVHUH�DVVRFLDWR�DOOH�IXQ]LRQL�DJUDULH��DO�FLFOR�GHOOH�VWD-

JLRQL�FRVu�FRPH�VL�HYLQFH�GDO�PLWR�GHOOH�FLQTXH�VWLUSL�QDUUDWR�QHO�SRHPHWWR�HVLRGHR�2SHUH�H 
giorni��Kronos�UHJQD�LQIDWWL�QHOO¶HWj�GHOO¶RUR�LQ�FXL�JOL�XRPLQL�QRQ�FRQRVFRQR�OD�IDWLFD�GHO�
ODYRUR�GHL�FDPSL��YLYRQR�WUDQTXLOOL�H�LQ�SDFH��/D�VWLUSH�G¶RUR�VL�VLWXD�QHO�UHJQR�GL�Kronos, un 
GLR�VRYUDQR�GRYH�OD�FDUDWWHULVWLFD�GHJOL�XRPLQL�G¶RUR�q�YLYHUH�FRPH�YLYRQR�JOL�GqL� 
1HOOH�2SHUH�H�JLRUQL��SRHPHWWR�LQ�HVDPHWUL�FRPSRVWR�GL�����YHUVL��(VLRGR�QDUUD�LO�PLWR�

GHOOH�FLQTXH�HWj�GHJOL�XRPLQL��YY�����������H�YL�GHVFULYH�XQ¶HWj�RULJLQDULD�GRYH�UHJQDYDQR�
IHOLFLWj�H�EHQHVVHUH��HSRFD�RUPDL�GH¿QLWLYDPHQWH�SHUGXWD��8QD�VLPLOH�SHUGLWD��WDQWR�LUULPH-
diabile, è dovuta alla stoltezza del genere umano, alla tracotanza (hybris���DOO¶HPSLHWj��¿QR�
D�JLXQJHUH� DOOD� JHQHUD]LRQH�GHO� SRHWD� FKH� FRLQFLGH� FRQ� O¶³HWj� GHO� IHUUR´�GRYH�JOL� XRPLQL�
YLYRQR�QHOOD�PLVHULD�H�QHJOL�DIIDQQL��GRYH�DL�SRFKL�EHQL�VL�FRQWUDSSRQJRQR�OH�PROWH�PLVHULH��
XQ¶HSRFD�DVVDL�WULVWH�LQ�FXL�JOL�XRPLQL�QRQ�ULVSHWWDQR�Qp�OH�OHJJL�GLYLQH��Qp�TXHOOH�XPDQH��$�
TXHVWD�HWj�SRWUj�VHJXLUH�VROR�XQ¶HWj�DQFRUD�SHJJLRUH��LQ�FXL�JOL�XRPLQL�QDVFHUDQQR�JLj�YHFFKL�
³FRQ�OH�WHPSLH�FDQGLGH�¿Q�GDOOD�QDVFLWD´�H�L�¿JOL�QRQ�DYUDQQR�SL��ULVSHWWR�GHL�ORUR�JHQLWRUL��
Qp�ULVSHWWHUDQQR�SL��OD�SDUROD�GDWD��QRQ�YL�VDUj�SL��DOFXQD�JUDWLWXGLQH�SHU�JOL�XRPLQL�JLXVWL�
e buoni e saranno gli uomini malvagi a sottomettere gli onesti, emarginando il Pudore e il 
Rispetto��YY������������
,O�SRHWD�ULYROJH�XQ�PRQLWR�DO�IUDWHOOR�3HUVH��FKH�FRQVLVWH�QHOO¶DVFROWDUH�OD�JLXVWL]LD�H�QRQ�

GDU�FUHGLWR�DOOD�YLROHQ]D��XQ�PRQLWR�ULYROWR�DL�VXRL�FRQWHPSRUDQHL�SRLFKp�VROR�FRQ�LO�WULRQIR�
della giustizia e dell’operosità, che contraddistingue il lavoro degli uomini, sarà possibile ri-
FUHDUH�OH�IRQGDPHQWD�GL�XQD�VRFLHWj�LQ�FXL�SRVVDQR�GRPLQDUH�RUGLQH�VRFLDOH��SDFH�H�EHQHVVHUH��
1HO�PRPHQWR�LQ�FXL�FL�VL�SRQH�DO�GL�VRSUD�GHOOD�OHJJH�VXSUHPD��O¶XPDQLWj�VL�ULWURYD�D�YLYHUH�LQ�
DVVHQ]D�GL�PLVXUD�H�GL�UHJROH��SHUPHWWHQGR�GL�PHWWHUH�©LO�GLULWWR�QHO�SXJQRª��(VLRGR�FUHGH�QHO�
diritto dei deboli e in un vivere sociale ordinato, in analogia al cosmo di Zeus in cui vigono 
O¶HTXLOLEULR�H�OD�PLVXUD��� 
'LNH, la Giustizia��SRWHQWH�GLYLQLWj�¿JOLD�GL�Zeus, occupa, nella sua tensione dicotomica 

con Hybris, un ruolo centrale poiché, solo grazie alla sua egemonia, l’uomo è in grado di 
creare una salda armonia sociale mentre, con la sua scomparsa, l’umanità è destinata a spro-
IRQGDUH�QHO�FDRV��'D�(VLRGR�D�3ODWRQH�XQ�¿OR�URVVR�SHUPDQH�QHOOD�YLVLRQH�GHO�PRQGR�JUHFR��
QRQRVWDQWH�JOL�HYHQWL�VWRULFL�� L�PXWDPHQWL�VRFLDOL�H�FXOWXUDOL��1HOOD�Repubblica platonica è 
SURSULR�OD�QDWXUD�GHOOD�JLXVWL]LD�O¶DVVH�DWWRUQR�DO�TXDOH�UXRWDQR�WXWWL�JOL�DOWUL�WHPL��FRQRVFHUH�
O¶XRPR�YXRO�GLUH��LQIDWWL��FRVWUXLUH�OD�YHUD�&LWWj�
'D� IRQWH�SHULSDWHWLFD��(XGHPR��H�GD�XQ�SDSLUR�HJL]LDQR�GHO� WHU]R� VHFROR�� FRQ�FXL� FRQ-

FRUGD�XQD� FLWD]LRQH�GL�&OHPHQWH�$OHVVDQGULQR�� SURYLHQH� O¶DWWULEX]LRQH� D�)HUHFLGH�GL�6LUR�
della composizione di una cosmogonia in prosa intitolata Teologia oppure Le cinque caverne 
(ȆİȞĲȑȝȣȤȠȢ���PDHVWUR�GL�3LWDJRUD��FRQWHPSRUDQHR�GL�$QDVVLPDQGUR��)HUHFLGH�VHPEUD�IRVVH�
VWDWR�LO�SULPR�DG�DIIHUPDUH�O¶LPPRUWDOLWj�GHOO¶DQLPD�H�OD�WHRULD�GHOOD�PHWHPSVLFRVL��/D�QRYLWj�
ULVSHWWR�DO�UDFFRQWR�HVLRGHR�ULVLHGH�QHO�IDWWR�FKH�HJOL�SRQH�Zas – come principio di vita, arte-
¿FH�H�RUGLQDWRUH�GHOO¶XQLYHUVR�±�DO�GL�VRSUD�GL�Chthonie (che diverrà la Terra) e di Crono che 
più che il Tempo�VHPEUHUHEEH�UDSSUHVHQWDUH�OD�SDUWH�LQIHULRUH�GHO�&LHOR��3HU�FRPSLHUH�OD�VXD�

��� /��5RELQ��Storia del pensiero greco, (LQDXGL��7RULQR�������S�����
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Il
opera di demiurgo ordinatore del cosmo, Zas�VL�WUDVIRUPD�LQ�(URV���
/¶RULJLQH�DQDWROLFD�GL�)HUHFLGH��GD�SDUWH�GL�SDGUH��SRWUHEEH�IDU�SURVSHWWDUH�XQ¶HYHQWXDOH�

LQÀXHQ]D�GL�SURYHQLHQ]D�LUDQLFD��FKH�D�VXD�YROWD��FRPH�VXSSRVWR�GD�:HVW��WUDUUHEEH�OH�VXH�
RULJLQL�GDOO¶,QGLD����1HOOD�JHQHDORJLD�GHJOL�GqL��QDUUDWD�VXO�PRGHOOR�HVLRGHR��)HUHFLGH�DYUHEEH�
assegnato una posizione di rilievo a Kronos��FRVu�FRPH�DFFDGH�QHOOD�FRVPRORJLD�]RURDVWULDQD�
1HOOD�UHOLJLRQH�LUDQLFD�OD�GLYLQLWj�=XUYƗQ, il Tempo, genera la Luce e le Tenebre e dopo 

XQ�VDFUL¿FLR�GXUDWR�PLOOH�DQQL��IUXWWR�GL�TXHVWR�VDFUL¿FLR��2KUPDG] e Ahriman��/¶,QGLD�KD�
un altro grande dio delle origini, 3UDMƗSDWL��OD�FXL�VWRULD�q�VWUDRUGLQDULDPHQWH�VLPLOH�D�TXHOOD�
di =XUYƗQ��&RVu�FRPH�=XUYƗQ�VDFUL¿FDYD�¿Q�GDOOH�RULJLQL�SHU�RWWHQHUH�XQ�¿JOLR��3UDMƗSDWL� 
LO�JUDQ�'LR��IX�LO�SULPR�D�FRPSLHUH�O¶RIIHUWD��GDNЮDMDQD��SHU�OR�VWHVVR�PRWLYR��Ê�SUREDELOH�
che, sin dall’epoca indoiranica, un mito narrasse come ancor prima dell’atto connesso alla 
FUHD]LRQH�XQ�JUDQGH�GLR�FRPSLVVH�VDFUL¿FL�SHU�GHVLGHULR�GL�SURJHQLH����/D�GLYLQLWj�LQGLDQD�
corrispondente a =XUYƗQ�è .ƗOD��LO�7HPSR��$SSDUH�LQ�TXDOLWj�GL�SRWHQ]D�FRVPLFD�H�FRVPRJR-
nica per la prima volta nella Atharvaveda e nelle Upanishad SL��UHFHQWL��JHQHUD�SURJHQLH��LO�
¿JOLR�SULPRJHQLWR�3UDMƗSDWL��FRQ�OD�IXQ]LRQH�GL�FUHDWRUH�

Si ritrova Kronos QHOOH�WHRJRQLH�RU¿FKH��FKH�FL�VRQR�VWDWH�WUDPDQGDWH�LQ�UHGD]LRQL�GLYHUVH�
H�GLYHUJHQWL�H�VXOOH�FXL�GDWD]LRQL�HVLVWH�XQ¶DPSLD�OHWWHUDWXUD�FRQ�SDUHUL�GLVFRUGDQWL�
,O�QHRSODWRQLFR�'DPDVFLR�ULSRUWD�OD�WHRORJLD�VHFRQGR�,HURQLPR�HG�(OODQLFR��SHU�OD�TXDOH�

LQ�SULQFLSLR�YL�HUDQR�O¶DFTXD�H�OD�PDWHULD�H�LQ�VHJXLWR�VL�FRQVROLGz�OD�WHUUD��,O�WHU]R�SULQFLSLR�
IX�XQ�VHUSHQWH�FKH�LQ�DJJLXQWD�DYHYD�XQD�WHVWD�GL�WRUR�H�XQD�GL�OHRQH�H�QHO�PH]]R�LO�YROWR�GL�
un Dio e si chiamava Kronos agheraos (Tempo senza vecchiaia) e anche (UDFOH� che si con-
giunge con $QDQNH��©LGHQWLFD�SHU�QDWXUD�DG�$GUDVWHD��LQFRUSRUHD�H�FRQ�OH�EUDFFLD�DOODUJDWH�VX�
WXWWR�LO�PRQGR��VLQR�D�WRFFDUQH�L�FRQ¿QLª���

Damascio considera più rilevante la tradizione legata alla teologia rapsodica, in cui Kro-

nos è padre di (WHUH�e di Caos�H�JHQHUD�XQD�WULSOLFH�GLVFHQGHQ]D��(WHUH umido, Caos senza 
limiti e per terzo (UHER�QHEELRVR��QHOO¶DVSHWWR�GL�XQ�PRVWUR�SROLPRUIR�Kronos genera l’uovo 
FRVPLFR�FKH�GLVFKLXGHQGRVL�Gj�YLWD�DOOD�WHUUD�H�DO�FLHOR�H�ID�QDVFHUH�LO�GLR�ULYHODWRUH��GLYLQLWj�
HUPDIURGLWD��FROXL�FKH�ULFRPSUHQGH�H�DQQXOOD�OD�GLYHUVLWj�VHVVXDOH�H�FKH�UDSSUHVHQWD�LO�SULPR-
genito degli dei (Protogono), Phanes chiamato anche 0HWLV��(URV��(RQH secondo la teogonia 
KLHURQ\PLDQD�

Phanes genera la notte e dall’unione con essa provengono 2XUDQRV e Gaia, progenitori di 
numi intermedi, GD�FXL�IRUVH�O¶HFR�GHOOD�WHRJRQLD�HVLRGHD��Zeus, l’ultimo della generazione 

��� *��&ROOL��La sapienza greca��$GHOSKL��0LODQR�������YRO��,,��S������©=DV�RUEHQH�H�7HPSR�IXURQR�VHPSUH��
H�&WRQLH��PD�D�&WRQLH�WRFFz�LO�QRPH�GL�7HUUD��GRSR�FKH�=DV�OD�RQRUz�GDQGROH�OD�WHUUD�LQ�GRQRª��&ROOL��
QHOOH�QRWH�D�TXHVWL� IUDPPHQWL�SDSLUDFHL�DWWULEXLWL�D�)HUHFLGH�– di cui ne avvalora l’attribuzione, nel 
SULPR�IUDPPHQWR���$���'.�–�RVVHUYD��©WUH�VRQR�JOL�GHL�SULPRUGLDOL��=DV��IRUPD�HWLPRORJLFD�GL�=HXV��q�
incerto se coincida con Zeus o ne vada distinto, Tempo cioè Chronos e Ctonie (propriamente «Sotter-
ranea» da chthon WHUUD���(G�HFFR�OD�SULPD�VWUDYDJDQ]D�HQLJPDWLFD�GL�)HUHFLGH��FROHL�FKH�VWD�VRWWR�WHUUD�
diventa Terra» (ibidem��S��������6XO�QRPH�Zas H�VXO�VXR�HWLPR�FIU��0�/��:HVW��/D�¿ORVR¿D�JUHFD�DUFDLFD�
H�O¶2ULHQWH��FLW���SS��������

��� (��%HUWL� Introduzione D�0�/��:HVW��/D�¿ORVR¿D�JUHFD�DUFDLFD�H�O¶2ULHQWH��FLW���SS��������
��� -� 'XFKHVQH±*XLOOHPLQ��L’Iran antico e Zoroastro, in Storia delle religioni��D�FXUD�GL�+�&K��3XHFK��

/DWHU]D��5RPD�%DUL�������SS����������6XOOD� ULOHYDQ]D�GHOO¶DVSHWWR� VDFUL¿FDOH�QHL�9HGD��SHU�TXDQWR�
ULJXDUGD�LO�GLR�GHOOH�RULJLQL��FIU��5��&DODVVR��L’ardore, FLW���SS����������

��� *��&ROOL��La sapienza greca,�FLW���YRO�,��S������

Giulietta Ottaviano
7HRJRQLH��FRVPRJRQLH��FRVPRJUD¿H���
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divina, ascende al trono, ingoia Phanes e ne assorbe la potenza e i principi vitali di tutte le 
FRVH��'D�Zeus�GHULYD�XQD�QXRYD�JHQHUD]LRQH�GL�GLYLQLWj�IUD�L�TXDOL�HPHUJHUj�Zagreus, dando 
FRVu�LQL]LR�DOO¶LQQHVWR�GHO�PLWR�WHRJRQLFR�QHO�PLWR�HVFDWRORJLFR�GHOO¶RU¿VPR���

Come 2NHDQRV� anche Kronos agheraos, descritto con l’aspetto di un serpente chiuso su 
se stesso, che circondando il cosmo lo protegge, rappresenta il tempo nella sua dimensione 
eterna e perenne, attraverso un’idea di ciclicità che rappresenta l’aspirazione all’unità del 
tutto in opposizione al tempo degli uomini le cui caratteristiche sono al contrario l’instabilità, 
OD�¿QLWXGLQH��OD�GLVWUX]LRQH��
,O�WHPSR�FRVPLFR��LO�WHPSR�UHOLJLRVR�H�LO�WHPSR�GHJOL�XRPLQL�DSSDLRQR�LQWHJUDWL�IUD�ORUR�

QHOOD�YLVLRQH�DUFDLFD�PHQWUH�XQD�QXRYD�LPPDJLQH�GHOO¶XRPR�VL�YD�DIIHUPDQGR�FRQ�OD�QDVFLWD�
GHOOD�SRHVLD�OLULFD�

 
���&RVPRJRQLH�H�&RVPRJUD¿H

 
1HOOD�,RQLD�GHO�VHVWR�VHFROR��FRPSDLRQR�OH�SULPH�QDUUD]LRQL�LQ�SURVD�FRQ�OH�FDUDWWHULVWLFKH��

genealogie che non si occupano più, sul modello esiodeo delle divinità ma che hanno come 
FRQWHQXWR�DVSHWWL�VWRULFR�VRFLDOL�GHO�WHPSR�LQ�FXL�L�WHPL�ULJXDUGDQR�OH�FRORQL]]D]LRQL��OH�IRQGD-
]LRQL�GHOOH�FLWWj��VYROJRQR�XQD�IXQ]LRQH�HQFRPLDVWLFD�GHOO¶HFLVWD��LQL]LDQR�OH�UHGD]LRQL�GL�XQD�
sorta di annales��JOL�ੰȡȠȚ, riguardanti vicende cittadine e resoconti di viaggi per terra e per 
PDUH�VHPSUH�SL��IUHTXHQWL��6L�VYLOXSSDQR�LQWHUHVVL�FDUWRJUD¿FL�H�JHRJUD¿FL�OHJDWL�DOO¶HVSDQVLR-
QH�GL�XQD�¿RUHQWH�DWWLYLWj�PHUFDQWLOH��$G�$QDVVLPDQGUR�GL�0LOHWR�YHQQH�DWWULEXLWD�OD�FUHD]LRQH�
GL�XQD�FDUWD�JHRJUD¿FD�GHOOD�WHUUD��FRVWUXLWD�R�LQ�OHJQR�RSSXUH�LQ�EURQ]R��
$FXVLODR�GL�$UJR�LQ�%HR]LD��GHOOH�FXL�RSHUH�VRQR�ULPDVWL�FLUFD�TXDUDQWD�IUDPPHQWL��DYUHEEH�

composto tre libri di Genealogie ed una Cosmogonia��ULIDFHQGRVL�D�(VLRGR��DQFKH�(SLPHQLGH�
H�0XVHR�ULHQWUDQR�QHOOD�WUDGL]LRQH�GL�DXWRUL�GL�FRVPRJRQLH��LQ�UHDOWj��O¶DWWULEX]LRQH�SL��YHUR-
VLPLOH�q�TXHOOD�D�2QRPDFULWR��SRHWD�GL�FRUWH�GHL�3LVLVWUDGL��
1HOOH�LPPDJLQL�FRVPRJUD¿FKH�FKH�VL�ULQWUDFFLDQR�QHL�SRHPL�RPHULFL�HG�HVLRGHL��OD�7HUUD�q�

XQ�GLVFR�SLDWWR�FLUFRQGDWR�GD�XQ�¿XPH�FLUFRODUH��2FHDQR��FKH�q�VHQ]D�RULJLQH�H�VHQ]D�¿QH�SRL-
FKp�FRQÀXLVFH�LQ�VH�VWHVVR��8QD�VLPLOH�JHQHVL�GHO�FRVPR�WUDH�OH�VXH�RULJLQL�GDOOD�FLYLOWj�EDEL-
ORQHVH��GDOOH�JUDQGL�UHJLRQL�ÀXYLDOL��LQ�FXL�OD�WHUUD�FROWLYDWD�q�VWDWD�IDWLFRVDPHQWH�VRWWUDWWD�DOOH�
DFTXH�JUD]LH�DG�XQ�VLVWHPD�GL�GLJKH�H�GL�FDQDOL]]D]LRQL��WDOL�GD�IDUOD�HPHUJHUH�SHU�SURVFLXJD-
PHQWR�GHOOH�DFTXH�FLUFRVWDQWL��$O�GL�VRSUD�GHOOD�7HUUD��FRPH�XQD�VFRGHOOD�FDSRYROWD�SRJJLDQWH�
VXO�FLUFXLWR�GHOO¶2FHDQR��V¶LQQDO]D�LO�FLHOR�GL�EURQ]R��FRQ�OD�VXD�LQDOWHUDELOH�VROLGLWj��'RPLQLR�
GHJOL�GqL��LO�FLHOR�q�LQGLVWUXWWLELOH��1HOOD�YLVLRQH�FRVPRORJLFD�GHOOD�*UHFLD�DUFDLFD��OD�7HUUD�q�
LQQDQ]LWXWWR�FLz�VX�FXL�VL�SXz�FDPPLQDUH�FRQ�VLFXUH]]D��XQ�³IRQGDPHQWR�VROLGR�H�VLFXUR´��FKH�
QRQ�ULVFKLD�GL�FDGHUH��VL�LPPDJLQDQR�VRWWR�GL�HVVR�GHOOH�UDGLFL��FKH�QH�JDUDQWLVFRQR�OD�VWDELOLWj��
'RYH�¿QLVFDQR�OH�UDGLFL��QRQ�VL�VD��VSURIRQGDQR��GLUj�6HQRIDQH��DOO¶LQ¿QLWR��VHQ]D�OLPLWH����
,Q�(VLRGR�OH�³UDGLFL�GHOOD�WHUUD�H�LO�PDUH�VFLQWLOODQWH�VRQR´�DO�GL�VRSUD�GHO�7DUWDUR��Teogo-

nia, Y������H�VV����FRPH�XQ¶LPPHQVD�JLDUD�FRQ�XQ�FROOR�VWUHWWR��GD�GRYH�VSXQWDQR�OH�UDGLFL�GHO�
PRQGR�

��� *��'H�5XJJLHUR��/D�¿ORVR¿D�JUHFD��/DWHU]D��%DUL�������SS��������
��� -��3��9HUQDQW��Mito e pensiero presso i Greci��FLW�� SS����������
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7HRJRQLH��FRVPRJRQLH��FRVPRJUD¿H���

/H�FRVPRJRQLH�±�DIIHUPD�9HUQDQW�±�UDFFRQWDQR�DSSXQWR�FRPH�=HXV��GLYHQXWR�VLJQRUH�GHOO¶XQLYHU-
VR��DEELD�WDSSDWR�SHU�VHPSUH�LO�FROOR�GHOOD�JLDUD��KD�VLJLOODWR�SHU�VHPSUH�TXHVWD�DSHUWXUD��SHUFKp�LO�
PRQGR�VRWWHUUDQHR�GHO�GLVRUGLQH�±�LO�PRQGR�LQ�FXL�WXWWH�OH�GLUH]LRQL�GHOOR�VSD]LR�VRQR�PLVFKLDWH�
LQ�XQ�FDRV�LQHVWULFDELOH��QHOOD�FRQIXVLRQH�GHOO¶DOWR�H�GHO�EDVVR��GHOOD�GHVWUD�H�GHOOD�VLQLVWUD�±�TXHO�
mondo là non possa più emergere alla luce����

)UD�O¶HWj�GL�(VLRGR�H�TXHOOD�GHL�SULPL�¿ORVR¿�GHOOD�VFXROD�LRQLFD�GL�0LOHWR�VRQR�DYYHQXWH�
QXPHURVH�WUDVIRUPD]LRQL�VXO�SLDQR�VRFLDOH�H�VX�TXHOOR�HFRQRPLFR��XQ�UXROR�GL�IRQGDPHQWDOH�
importanza ha avuto l’avvento della polis in cui lo spazio della vita sociale si arricchisce del 
GLEDWWLWR�SXEEOLFR��³FLz�FKH�q�FRPXQH�D�WXWWL´��WD�NRLQD��/¶LQGDJLQH�GHO�FRVPR�VL�GHVDFUDOL]]D��
il mito viene rivisto alla luce del logos�
$ULVWRWHOH�QHOOD�0HWD¿VLFD�GHWHUPLQD�XQD�QHWWD�GLVWLQ]LRQH�IUD�L�SULPL�¿ORVR¿�FKH�VL�LQWHU-

rogarono sull’origine del mondo (physiologoi) e i teologi (theologoi) come Esiodo e Fere-
FLGH�
3HU�L�SULPL�¿ORVR¿�

q�HOHPHQWR�H�SULQFLSLR�GHOOH�FRVH�HVLVWHQWL�FLz�GL�FXL�WXWWH�TXDQWH�VRQR�FRVWLWXLWH�H�GD�FXL�SULPDPHQ-
WH�SURYHQJRQR�H�LQ�FXL�DOOD�¿QH�YDQQR�D�FRUURPSHUVL��DQFKH�SHUFKp�OD�VRVWDQ]D�SHUPDQH�SXU�FDQ-
JLDQGR�QHOOH�VXH�DIIH]LRQL��H�SHU�TXHVWR�PRWLYR�HVVL�VRQR�GHO�SDUHUH�FKH�QXOOD�QDVFD�H�QXOOD�SHULVFD��
giacché, secondo loro, un tale principio naturale si conserva sempre���

1HOOD�¿RUHQWH�FRORQLD�LRQLFD�GL�0LOHWR��7DOHWH�q�FRQVLGHUDWR�XQLYHUVDOPHQWH�LO�SULPR�¿OR-
VRIR�QHOOD�VWRULD�GHOOD�¿ORVR¿D�RFFLGHQWDOH�H�VHFRQGR�OH�IRQWL��HUD�GRWDWR�GL�XQ�LQJHJQR�HFOHWWL-
FR��QHOOH�YHVWL�GL�XRPR�SROLWLFR�DYUHEEH�WHQWDWR�GL�XQLUH�OH�FLWWj�LRQLFKH�LQ�XQD�FRQIHGHUD]LRQH�
GLIHQVLYD�FRQWUR�L�SHUVLDQL��6L�QDUUD�FKH�IRVVH�VWDWR�LQJHJQHUH�PLOLWDUH�DO�VHUYL]LR�GL�&UHVR�
H��DWWUDYHUVR�OD�VFLHQ]D�DVWURQRPLFD��IRVVH�VWDWR�LQ�JUDGR�GL�SUHGLUH�XQ¶HFOLVVL�VRODUH�GD�FXL�
DYUHEEH�ULFDYDWR�LVWUX]LRQL�QDXWLFKH�SHU�L�QDYLJDQWL�
$ULVWRWHOH�FRQWUDSSRQH�SL��YROWH�L�theologoi��FKH�VL�HUDQR�RFFXSDWL�GHOOD�VFLHQ]D�LQ�IRUPD�

di mito ai physiologoi che si erano occupati dell’indagine della natura, esponendo le loro 
UDJLRQL�DWWUDYHUVR�GLPRVWUD]LRQL��1HOOD�0HWD¿VLFD egli espone la dottrina di Talete di Mileto 
H�LQ�IRUPD�GXELWDWLYD�ULIHULVFH�FKH�O¶LQGLYLGXD]LRQH�GHOO¶arché�QHOO¶DFTXD�SRWUHEEH�SURYHQLUH�
GD�XQD�VHULH�GL�RVVHUYD]LRQL�GL�FDUDWWHUH�QDWXUDOLVWLFR��GL�QDWXUD�ELRORJLFD��RJQL�QXWULPHQWR�
FRQWLHQH�DFTXD�HG�RJQL�VSHFLH�GL�VHPH�FRQWLHQH�XPLGLWj�H�©O¶DFTXD�q� LO�SULQFLSLR�QDWXUDOH�
GHOOH�FRVH�XPLGHª��$ULVWRWHOH�DJJLXQJH�OD�SRVVLELOH�LQÀXHQ]D�GHO�PLWR�GL�2FHDQR�H�7HWL��DS-
partenente alla tradizione omerica���
/¶DFTXD�q�O¶HOHPHQWR�FKH�KD�FRPH�FDUDWWHULVWLFD�TXHOOD�GL�SRWHUVL�WUDVIRUPDUH�LQ�WXWWH�OH�

DOWUH�FRVH��SHUFKp�UDIIUHGGDQGRVL�VL�VROLGL¿FD�H�ULVFDOGDQGRVL�HYDSRUD��1HO�De caelo�$ULVWR-
WHOH�GHVFULYH�OD�IRUPD�GHOOD�7HUUD�IRUPXODWD�GD�7DOHWH��HVVD�q�SLDWWD�H�VRVWHQXWD�GDOO¶DFTXD�H�
ULPDQH�IHUPD�SHUFKp�JDOOHJJLD�FRPH�XQ�OHJQR����

�� Ibidem,�S������
��� $ULVWRWHOH��0HWD¿VLFD�,���������E�����D�
�� Ibidem��LO�ULIHULPHQWR�q�DOO¶Iliade��;,9������H�VV���©7XWWL�JOL�GHL�H�WXWWH�OH�FUHDWXUH�YLYHQWL�QDFTXHUR�GDO�

¿XPH�2FHDQR�FKH�VFRUUH�DWWRUQR�DO�PRQGR�H�7HWL�q�OD�PDGUH�GL�WXWWL�L�VXRL�¿JOLª�
��� $ULVWRWHOH��De caelo ����D���������©$OWUL�SRL�GLFRQR�FKH�OD�WHUUD�JLDFH�VXOO¶DFTXD��4XHVWR�LQYHUR�q�LO�

GLVFRUVR�DQWLFKLVVLPR�FKH�DEELDPR�ULFHYXWR�SHU�WUDGL]LRQH��H�DVVHULVFRQR�FKH�O¶DEELD�IRUPXODWR�7DOHWH�
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6HQHFD�ULSRUWD�FKH�7DOHWH�DIIHUPDYD�FKH�OD�WHUUD�IRVVH�VRVWHQXWD�GDOO¶DFTXD��FKH�HVVD�JDO-
OHJJLDVVH�FRPH�XQD�QDYH�H�FKH�JOL�VWHVVL�WHUUHPRWL�QRQ�IRVVHUR�DOWUR�FKH�LO�PRYLPHQWR�GHOO¶DF-
TXD�VRWWRVWDQWH���

L’apeiron (Ĳò ਙʌİȚȡȠȞ) di $QDVVLPDQGUR��LO�¿ORVRIR�LRQLFR�FKH�DYUHEEH�LQWURGRWWR�SHU�SUL-
mo il termine arché (ਕȡȤȒ) come testimonia Simplicio nel suo Commentario alla Fisica di 
$ULVWRWHOH��SRVVLHGH�XQD�©VXD�QDWXUD�LQ¿QLWDª�H�QRQ�FRLQFLGH�FRQ�QHVVXQR�GHL�TXDWWUR�HOHPHQ-
WL�DFTXD��DULD��WHUUD��IXRFR��1RQ�q�XQ�HOHPHQWR�GD�FXL�KDQQR�RULJLQH�OH�FRVH��PD�q�SULQFLSLR�
che precede e sta oltre gli elementi della natura���

La nozione di apeiron�FRPH�LQ¿QLWR��LQWHVR�FRPH�PHVFRODQ]D��q�GD�DWWULEXLUVL�DG�$ULVWRWHOH�
FKH�FRQVLGHUDYD�$QDVVLPDQGUR�XQ�QDWXUDOLVWD�DOOD� VWUHJXD�GL�(PSHGRFOH�R�GL�$QDVVDJRUD��
PHQWUH�q�PHULWR�GL�7HRIUDVWR�DYHU�UHVWLWXLWR�XQD�FHUWD�GLJQLWj�DG�$QDVVLPDQGUR��LQVHUHQGROR�
QHO�TXDGUR�VWRULFR�H�QRQ�DOO¶RPEUD�GL�$QDVVDJRUD�
$ULVWRWHOH�QRQ�DYUHEEH�SRWXWR�DPPHWWHUH�XQ�SULQFLSLR�PDWHULDOH�GLVWLQWR�GDL�TXDWWUR�HOH-

menti, tantomeno un principio intermedio fra essi e DYUHEEH�FRPXQTXH�HVFOXVR�FKH�TXDOFRVD�
GL�LQWHUPHGLR�SRWHVVH�HVVHUH�LQ¿QLWR��/D�VWHVVD�WHRULD�DWWULEXLWD�DG�$QDVVLPDQGUR��GL�XQD�SOX-
UDOLWj�GL�FLHOL�H�GL�PRQGL��q�XQ¶LQWHUSUHWD]LRQH�FKH�QRQ�DSSDUWLHQH�DG�$ULVWRWHOH�PD�FKH�ULHQWUD�
QHOOR�VFKHPD�GL�SHQVLHUR�DULVWRWHOLFR��FKL�DPPHWWH�XQ�SULQFLSLR�LQ¿QLWR�GHYH�QHFHVVDULDPHQWH�
DPPHWWHUH�XQ¶LQ¿QLWj�GL�PRQGL��(GXDUG�=HOOHU�DYHYD�PRVWUDWR�FRPH�XQ�WDOH�UDJLRQDPHQWR�
DYHVVH�LQ�UHDOWj�OD�VXD�GHULYD]LRQH�GDOO¶HVWHQVLRQH�GHL�SUHVXSSRVWL�DWRPLVWLFL��&DUOR�$XJXVWR�
9LDQR�RVVHUYD�FKH�©QRQ�VROR�$QDVVLPDQGUR�QRQ�DYUHEEH�SDUODWR�GL�XQ¶LQ¿QLWj�GL�PRQGL��PD�
WHUPLQL�FRPH�³FLHOR´�H�³FRVPR´�QRQ�DYHYDQR�QHO�VXR�OLQJXDJJLR�OR�VWHVVR�VLJQL¿FDWR�FKH�
DYUHEEHUR�DVVXQWR�QHOOD�FXOWXUD�¿ORVR¿FD�DO�WHPSR�GL�$ULVWRWHOHª��.
/R�VWHVVR�WHUPLQH�³FRVPR´�VDUHEEH�VWDWR�XWLOL]]DWR�FRQ�LO�VLJQL¿FDWR�GL�XQLYHUVR�GD�(UDFOL-

WR�LQ�SRL��6HFRQGR�:HVW��O¶apeiron più che un principio cosmologico o una causa materiale in 
VHQVR�DULVWRWHOLFR��DQGUHEEH�FRQFHSLWR�FRPH�XQ�LQL]LR�FURQRORJLFR��XQ�LQ¿QLWR�VHQ]D�OLPLWL��
FKH�VWD�ROWUH�L�OLPLWL�WHPSRUDOL�H�VSD]LDOL�GHOOD�WHUUD��GHO�FLHOR��GHO�PDUH��$OOH�RULJLQL�YL�VDUHEEH�
LO�FRQFHWWR�LQGLDQR�GHOO¶LQ¿QLWR�FRPH�QHJD]LRQH�GHO�OLPLWH��
,O�WHUPLQH�³SULQFLSLR´�DVVXPHUHEEH�LO�VLJQL¿FDWR�±�FRPH�QHL�SRHPL�HSLFL��QHOOD�Teogonia 

GL�(VLRGR��H�DQFRU�SULPD�FRPH�QHL�SRHPL�FRVPRJRQLFL�LQGLDQL�H�PHGLRULHQWDOL�±�G¶LQL]LR�LQ�
VHQVR�SUHWWDPHQWH�WHPSRUDOH��'DO�PRYLPHQWR�YRUWLFRVR�GHOO¶apeiron si produce la separazio-
QH�IUD�LO�&DOGR�H�LO�)UHGGR�H�VL�YLHQH�D�IRUPDUH�XQD�VIHUD�GL�IXRFR�LQWRUQR�DOOD�WHUUD��FRPH�OD�
FRUWHFFLD�LQWRUQR�DOOD�SLDQWD��/D�7HUUD�q�FLOLQGULFD�H�KD�XQ¶DOWH]]D�FKH�q�XQ�WHU]R�GHOOD�VXD�ODU-
JKH]]D��JOL�HVVHUL�XPDQL�RFFXSDQR�OD�VH]LRQH�VXSHULRUH�GHO�FLOLQGUR��/D�7HUUD�VWD�³IHUPD�SHU�
RPRJHQHLWj´�SRLFKp��HVVHQGR�VLWXDWD�QHO�PH]]R�GHOOR�VSD]LR��D�XJXDOH�GLVWDQ]D�GDJOL�HVWUHPL��
QRQ�q�VROOHFLWDWD�D�PXRYHUVL�Qp�LQ�XQ�VHQVR��Qp�LQ�XQ�DOWUR��'DOOD�VIHUD�GL�IXRFR�IUDQWXPDWD��

GL�0LOHWR��OD�WHUUD�ULPDQH�IHUPD�SHUFKp�JDOOHJJLD�FRPH�XQ�OHJQR��R�TXDOFRV¶DOWUR�GL�VLPLOH��GLIDWWL�QHV-
VXQD�GL�TXHVWH�FRVH�SRJJLD�SHU�QDWXUD�VXOO¶DULD��EHQVu�HVVH�SRJJLDQR�SLXWWRVWR�VXOO¶DFTXD���FRPH�VH�LO�
GLVFRUVR�FKH�ULJXDUGD�OD�WHUUD�QRQ�VL�SRWHVVH�ULIHULUH�XJXDOPHQWH�DQFKH�DOO¶DFTXD�FKH�VRVWLHQH�OD�WHUUDª.

�� Seneca, Naturales quaestiones��������
�� Simplicio, Commentario alla Fisica di Aristotele,�������H�VJJ��LQ�I presocratici. Testimonianze e fram-

menti, D�FXUD�GL�*��*LDQQDQWRQL��/DWHU]D��%DUL�������YRO��,�����$���'.��
��� &�$��9LDQR��/¶HUHGLWj�G¶2ULHQWH� H� O¶LPPDJLQH�GHO� FRVPR, in 6WRULD�GHOOD�)LORVR¿D�� YRO�� ,��/DWHU]D��

5RPD�%DUL�������S�����
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Il
GLVSHUGHQGRVL�H�LVRODQGRVL�LQ�DOFXQL�FHUFKL�VL�IRUPDURQR�LO�6ROH��OD�/XQD�H�JOL�DVWUL����*OL�DVWUL�
sono rappresentati come ruote di un carro attorno alla terra, con un corpo di aria e circondati 
GD�XQ�FHUFKLR�GL�IXRFR��LVRODWH�GDO�IXRFR�FRVPLFR�FKH�q�D�VXD�YROWD�FKLXVR�GD�XQ�DQHOOR�GL�DULD��
&L�VRQR�DOFXQL�V¿DWDWRL��WXEL�D�IRUPD�GL�ÀDXWL��GD�FXL�DSSDLRQR�OH�VWHOOH��/D�FKLXVXUD�R�O¶DSHU-
WXUD�GL�TXHVWL�V¿DWDWRL�VSLHJKHUHEEH�VLD�OH�HFOLVVL�FKH�OH�IDVL�OXQDUL��6L�SXz�VFRUJHUH�LO�IXRFR�
LQWHUQR�GHO�VROH�GD�XQ¶DSHUWXUD�FKH�q�JUDQGH�FRPH�OD�WHUUD��,O�GLDPHWUR�GHO�FHUFKLR�VRODUH�q�
YHQWLVHWWH�R�YHQWRWWR�YROWH�OD�7HUUD��TXHOOR�GHOOD�/XQD�q�GLFLRWWR�R�GLFLDQQRYH�YROWH�OD�7HUUD��
PHQWUH�OH�VWHOOH�¿VVH�KDQQR�XQ�UDJJLR�PLQRUH�ULVSHWWR�DOOD�/XQD�H�DO�6ROH����
6L�GHVXPH�FKH�JOL�DVWUL��SHU�$QDVVLPDQGUR��QRQ�VLDQR�FRUSL�FHOHVWL�TXDQWR�SLXWWRVWR�DULD�

FRPSUHVVD�VRWWR�IRUPD�GL�UXRWH�LQIXRFDWH��,�PRGHOOL�GHOOH�UXRWH�FKH�JLUDQR�H�GHO�IXRFR�FKH�
DSSDUH�DWWUDYHUVR�OR�VSLUDJOLR�GHO�PDQWLFH�FRVWLWXLVFRQR�©GXH�HVHPSL�SHUIHWWL�GL�DQDORJLD�WHF-
QLFDª��SDULPHQWL��XQ�QRWHYROH�SURJUHVVR�KD�UDSSUHVHQWDWR�O¶LOOXVWUD]LRQH�GHOOH�GLPHQVLRQL�H�OD�
GHWHUPLQD]LRQH�GHL�UDSSRUWL�GL�JUDQGH]]D�IUD�OD�/XQD��LO�6ROH�H�OD�7HUUD�H�O¶DYHU�FRQFHSLWR�OD�
7HUUD�VRVSHVD�QHOOR�VSD]LR�KD�VLJQL¿FDWR�XQ¶HYROX]LRQH�QHOO¶LPPDJLQH�GHOO¶XQLYHUVR��
'L�ULOHYDQWH�LPSRUWDQ]D��SHU�O¶HYROX]LRQH�GHOO¶LPPDJLQH�GHO�FRVPR��q�LO�IDWWR�FKH�$QDVVL-

PDQGUR�DYHVVH�FRQFHSLWR�XQ�PRGHOOR�PHFFDQLFR�DOOR�VFRSR�GL�GLPRVWUDUH�GHL�IHQRPHQL�¿VL-
ci����,O�WHUPLQH�apeiron�VL�ULWURYD�SL��YROWH�XWLOL]]DWR�QHL�SRHPL�RPHULFL��QHOO¶Iliade�$FKLOOH��
SLDQJH�OD�VFKLDYD�FKH�JOL�q�VWDWD�UDSLWD��GDYDQWL�DO�PDUH�FKH�JOL�DSSDUH�LQ¿QLWR���
/¶LQ¿QLWj� WHPSRUDOH� GHOO¶apeiron si associa all’illimitatezza spaziale e alla nozione di 

HWHUQLWj��OD�TXDOH�DSSDUH�FRPH�ULVHUYD�LQHVDXULELOH�GHO�GLYHQLUH�HVVHQGR�DO�GL�Oj�GL�RJQL�TXD-
OL¿FD]LRQH�WHPSRUDOH��*OL�HVVHUL�QDWXUDOL�³OH�FRVH�FKH�VRQR´��GD�HVVR�KDQQR�OD�ORUR�RULJLQH�
(genesis����WHUPLQH�XWLOL]]DWR�GD�2PHUR�LQ�ULIHULPHQWR�D�2FHDQR, padre di tutti gli dei e degli 
esseri naturali) secondo necessità, NDWD�WR chreon��³LYL�KDQQR�DQFKH�OD�GLVWUX]LRQH´. 
/D�YDVWLVVLPD�OHWWHUDWXUD�ULJXDUGDQWH�LO�FHOHEHUULPR�IUDPPHQWR�GL�$QDVVLPDQGUR�KD�IRUQL-

WR�XQD�YDULHWj�GL�LQWHUSUHWD]LRQL�IUD�FXL�TXHOOD�FKH�ULOHYD�XQ¶HYLGHQWH�PDWULFH�RU¿FD��ULQWUDF-
FLDELOH�GDO�OHVVLFR�H�GDO�VLPEROLVPR�PLVWHULFR��LO�GRPLQLR�GHO�WHPSR�FROOHJDWR�D�Kronos, la 
presenza di $QDQNH, la Necessità��FRPH�SXUH�LO�WHPD�GHOOD�FROSD�H�GHOO¶HVSLD]LRQH��,O�IDWWR�FKH�
L�WHUPLQL�OHVVLFDOL�SUHVHQWL�QHO�IUDPPHQWR�VLDQR�GL�FDUDWWHUH�JLXULGLFR�H�YHQJDQR�XWLOL]]DWL�SHU�
l’indagine della physis��VWDQQR�D�HYLGHQ]LDUH��VHFRQGR�:HUQHU�-DHJHU��FRPH�OD�SUHVHQ]D�GL�XQ�
OLQJXDJJLR�JLXGL]LDULR�SRVVD�FRQGXUUH�D�VXSSRUUH�XQD�VWUHWWD�DQDORJLD�IUD�OD�YLFHQGD�FRVPLFD�
H�TXHOOD�XPDQD��GRYXWD�DOOR�VWUHWWR�UDSSRUWR�IUD�SHQVLHUR�¿ORVR¿FR�H�OD�VWUXWWXUD�VRFLDOH�GHOOD 
polis��
$QDVVLPHQH��XOWLPR�UDSSUHVHQWDWH�GHOOD�VFXROD�GL�0LOHWR��GH¿QLWR�GD�$ULVWRWHOH�XQ�FRVPR-

logo, avrebbe considerato la terra come un corpo piatto, come un coperchio che sta sull’aria 
e che, comprimendola, ne viene a sua volta sostenuta����7HRIUDVWR�DSSOLFDYD�DG�$QDVVLPHQH�

��� 3V��3OXWDUFR��Stromata,���
��� ,SSROLWR��Confutazione di tutte le eresie��,��������$H]LR�,,���������,,��������,,��������
��� 6��6DPEXUVN\��,O�PRQGR�¿VLFR�GHL�JUHFL��)HOWULQHOOL��0LODQR�������SS��������
�� Iliade, ,������
��� $ULVWRWHOH��De caelo ,,����������E��������©6HFRQGR�O¶DIIHUPD]LRQH�GL�$QDVVLPHQH�H�GL�$QDVVDJRUD�H�GL�

'HPRFULWR��SRL�FDXVD�GHO�IDWWR�FKH�OD�7HUUD�ULPDQH�IHUPD�q�OD�VXD�SLDWWH]]D��GLIDWWL�OD�7HUUD�QRQ�GLYLGH�
O¶DULD�FKH�OH�VWD�VRWWR��PD�OD�VRYUDVWD�D�JXLVD�GL�FRSHUFKLR��FRPH�DSSXQWR�ULVXOWD�IDFFLDQR�L�FRUSL�FKH�VL�
VWHQGRQR�VX�XQD�VXSHU¿FLH�SLDQD��7DOL�FRUSL�LQYHUR��SHU�OD�UHVLVWHQ]D�FKH�RSSRQJRQR��GLI¿FLOPHQWH�VL�
PXRYRQR�DQFKH�GL�IURQWH�DO�VRI¿R�GHL�YHQWL��4XHVWD�VWHVVD�FRVD�DSSXQWR�ID�OD�7HUUD�±�SHU�OD�VXD�SLDWWH]]D�

Giulietta Ottaviano
7HRJRQLH��FRVPRJRQLH��FRVPRJUD¿H���
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XQD�YDULDQWH�VLPLOH�DOOD�IRUPXOD]LRQH�DWWULEXLWD�D�7DOHWH�LQ�PRGR�FKH�DO�SRVWR�GHOO¶DFTXD��OD�
7HUUD�q�VRVWHQXWD�GDOO¶DULD��(JOL�DWWULEXLVFH�DG�$QDVVLPHQH�OD�WHRULD�FRVPRORJLFD�VHFRQGR�OD�
TXDOH�WXWWH�OH�FRVH�VRQR�SURGRWWH�SHU�FRQGHQVD]LRQH�H�SHU�UDUHID]LRQH�GHOO¶DULD��VHFRQGR�XQ�
PRYLPHQWR�HWHUQR�
'DOO¶DULD�FKH�VL�q�VROLGL¿FDWD�VL�IRUPD�OD�7HUUD��FRVu�DQFKH�LO�6ROH��OD�/XQD�H�OH�DOWUH�VWHOOH��

$QFKH�LO�6ROH�q�WHUURVR��D�FDXVD�GHOOD�UDSLGLWj�GHO�PRYLPHQWR�q�GLYHQWDWR�XQ�DVWUR�LQFDQGH-
scente���FKH�q�LPPDJLQDWR�SLDWWR�FRPH�XQD�IRJOLD��PHQWUH�JOL�DVWUL�LQYHUWRQR�OH�ORUR�RUELWH�LQ�
TXDQWR�YHQJRQR�UHVSLQWL�LQGLHWUR�GDOO¶DULD�FKH�VL�RSSRQH�ORUR����
(XGHPR�GL�5RGL�DIIHUPD�FKH�$QDVVLPHQH�DYHVVH�SHU�SULPR�VFRSHUWR�FKH�OD�/XQD�ULFHYH�OD�

OXFH�GDO�6ROH�H�LO�PRGR�LQ�FXL�DYYLHQH�O¶HFOLVVL��$QFKH�L�FRUSL�FHOHVWL�DYUHEEHUR�RULJLQH�GDOOD�
WHUUD��GDOO¶XPLGLWj�FKH�VL�ID�OHJJHUD��FKH�HYDSRUD�¿QR�D�GLYHQWDUH�IXRFR�SHU�SRL�VROOHYDUVL�LQ�
DOWR�D�IRUPDUH�OH�VWHOOH����
*OL�DVWUL�VRQR�VRVWHQXWL�GDOO¶DULD�FRPH�©IRJOLH�GL�IXRFRª�H�©QRQ�VL�PXRYRQR�DO�GL�VRWWR�GHO-

la Terra, come altri hanno supposto, bensì intorno alla Terra, come se intorno alla nostra testa 
UXRWDVVH�XQ�SLFFROR�EHUUHWWR�GL�IHOWURª����$QDVVLPHQH�GHVFULYH�OH�VWHOOH�¿VVH��LPPDJLQDQGROH�
FRPH�GHL�FKLRGL�FRQ¿FFDWL�LQ�XQ�FLHOR�GL�JKLDFFLR��D�GLIIHUHQ]D�GHO�PLWL�SURYHQLHQWL�VLD�GDOOD�
WUDGL]LRQH�RULHQWDOH�FKH�GD�TXHOOD�JUHFD�VHFRQGR�L�TXDOL�LO�6ROH�SDVVDYD�GL�QRWWH�VRWWR�OD�7HUUD��
$QDVVLPHQH�DYUHEEH�LQYHFH�VRVWHQXWR��FRPH�WUDPDQGD�,SSROLWR��FKH�LO�6ROH�GL�QRWWH�VL�WURYD�
nascosto dietro le alture terrestri settentrionali della Terra e che i terremoti sono provocati 
GDOOD�7HUUD�TXDQGR�HVVD�q�DOWHUDWD�GDOOD�FDOXUD�H�GDL�ULJRUL�GHO�IUHGGR�

L’aer�LQ¿QLWR�GL�$QDVVLPHQH��FKH�QRQ�FRUULVSRQGH�DOOD�QRVWUD�³DULD´�SXz�HVVHUH�FRQFHSLWR�
VRWWR�IRUPD�GL�QHEELD��GL�YDSRUH��GL�YHQWR��GL�UHVSLUR�R�LQGLYLGXDWR�QHL�FDPELDPHQWL�GHOOD�
WHPSHUDWXUD��&RPH�DIIHUPD�:HVW��OD�WUDGL]LRQH�GHOO¶arché�GL�$QDVVLPHQH�KD�XQD�VXD�OXQJD�H�
ORQWDQD�SURYHQLHQ]D�GL�FXL�QRQ�q�IDFLOH�LQGLYLGXDUQH�OH�WDSSH��GDO�SULPR�PRQLVPR�VLVWHPDWLFR�
di Talete l’aer�GL�$QDVVLPHQH�ULSUHQGH�OH�FDUDWWHULVWLFKH�GHOO¶,Q¿QLWR�GL�$QDVVLPDQGUR��FRQVL-
derandolo «illimitatamente esteso tutto intorno al mondo, eterno, in perpetuo moto e divino, 
R�TXDQWR�PHQR�SDGUH�GHJOL�GHLª���
'DO�IUDPPHQWR�GL�$H]LR����$QDVVLPHQH�QHOO¶LQGLYLGXDUH�O¶arché, principio di tutte le cose 

GD�FXL�WXWWR�GHULYD�LQ�FXL�WXWWR�VL�ULVROYH��DYUHEEH�RSHUDWR�XQ¶DQDORJLD�IUD�XRPR�H�XQLYHUVR��
©FRPH�O¶DQLPD�QRVWUD�±�HJOL�GLFH�±�FKH�q�DULD��FL�WLHQH�LQVLHPH��FRVu�LO�VRI¿R�H�O¶DULD�DEEUDFFLD-
QR�WXWWR�LO�PRQGRª��,O�VRI¿R�YLWDOH��pneuma��q�SULQFLSLR�YLWDOH�H�XQL¿FDWRUH�VLD�GHOO¶XQLYHUVR�
che dell’essere umano che lo «tiene insieme», segno della presenza di un’anima (psyché), 
WHPD�FKH�YHUUj�ULSUHVR�LQ�VHJXLWR�FRQ�DOFXQH�YDULDQWL�GD�'LRJHQH�GL�$SROORQLD�
,Q�FRQFOXVLRQH�OD�VFXROD�LRQLFD�KD�HODERUDWR�XQ�SHQVLHUR�SURWR�VFLHQWL¿FR��FRQ�HQXQFLD]LR-

QL�WHRULFKH�FKH�ROWUHSDVVDYDQR�OH�QHFHVVLWj�SUDWLFKH��GD�FXL�DYHYDQR�DYXWR�RULJLQH��O¶HVLJHQ]D�
di una scienza della navigazione dovuta all’estensione del commercio marittimo milesio, la 

QHL�FRQIURQWL�GHOO¶DULD�FKH�VWD�VRWWR��/¶DULD�DOORUD��QRQ�WURYDQGR�XQR�VSD]LR�VXI¿FLHQWH�SHU�VSRVWDUVL��
ULPDQH�LPPRELOH�H�FRPSUHVVD��SHU�OD�SDUWH�FKH�VWD�VRWWR�OD�7HUUD��FRPH�O¶DFTXD�QHOOH�FOHVVLGUHª��

��� 3V��3OXWDUFR��Stromata����
��� $H]LR��,,�������H������
�� Simplicio, Commento alla Fisica,��������
��� ,SSROLWR��Confutazione di tutte le eresie, ,���������
��� 0�/��:HVW��/D�¿ORVR¿D�JUHFD�DUFDLFD�H�O¶2ULHQWH��FLW���S�������
��� $H]LR��,�������
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Il
QHFHVVLWj�GL�ORFDOL]]DUH�LVROH��SRUWL��¿XPL��GL�FDOFRODUH�OH�GLVWDQ]H�FRVWUXHQGR�FDUWH�H�PDSSH��
HODERUDQGR�VLD�XQ¶DVWURQRPLD�FKH�XQD�FRVPRORJLD��
8QD�³UDSSUHVHQWD]LRQH�LQWHOOHWWXDOH´�PRGL¿FDWD��PLJOLRUDWD�H�FRUUHWWD�FKH�ULPDQH�ULIHUL-

PHQWR�FRVWDQWH�QHOOH�VSHFXOD]LRQL�¿QR�D�3ODWRQH�H�D�FXL�OR�VWHVVR�'HPRFULWR��SXU�LQIUDQJHQ-
GROD��YL�IHFH�ULFRUVR��,�0LOHVLL�DYHYDQR�DYXWR�PRGR�GL�DWWLQJHUH�D�XQ¶HGXFD]LRQH�FKH�DYHYD�
FRPH�VIRQGR�2PHUR�HG�(VLRGR����
(VLRGR�KD�VHJQDWR�XQ�RULHQWDPHQWR�QHOOR�VYLOXSSR�GHOOD�ULÀHVVLRQH�¿ORVR¿FD�QHOO¶DIIURQ-

tare il tema del divenire, a cui non si sottrae neppure la divinità dal momento che la nozione 
stessa di creazione�H[ nihilo�QRQ�ULHQWUD�QHOOD�YLVLRQH�GHO�PRQGR�GHOO¶DQWLFD�*UHFLD��/¶RUL-
ginaria esistenza del Chaos non ha bisogno di spiegazioni e tutti gli esseri che ne seguono, 
QDWL�SHU�JHQHUD]LRQH�VSRQWDQHD�R�SHU�DFFRSSLDPHQWR�VRQR�VRJJHWWL�DO�PXWDPHQWR��/D�OLQHD�
GHO�GLYHQLUH�HVLRGHD�YD�GD�IRUPH�RVFXUH�YHUVR�IRUPH�VHPSUH�SL��RUGLQDWH�H�SHUIHWWH��¿QR�DO�
WULRQIR�GHO�UHJQR�GL�Zeus�H�FRQ�OXL�GHOO¶DUPRQLD�ROLPSLFD��1HOOH�2SHUH�H giorni, nel mito delle 
VWLUSL��LO�JHQHUH�XPDQR�SHUFRUUH�XQD�VWUDGD�LQYHUVD��GDOO¶HWj�GHOO¶RUR��HWj�GL�IHOLFLWj�H�GL�EHQHV-
VHUH��O¶XPDQLWj�DSSURGD�DOO¶HWj�GHO�IHUUR��DWWUDYHUVR�XQD�OLQHD�GLVFHQGHQWH�FKH�QRQ�FRQWHPSOD�
DOFXQD�SRVVLELOLWj�GL�ULVFDWWR�

Sia nella Teogonia che nelle 2SHUH�H�JLRUQL�emergono temi di carattere già schiettamente 
¿ORVR¿FR��TXDOL�O¶HVLVWHQ]D�GHO�PDOH��GHO�GRORUH�GHO�PRQGR�¿QR�DOOD�JLXVWL¿FD]LRQH�GHO�JR-
YHUQR�GHJOL�GqL��-DHJHU�ULOHYD�FRPH�GD�XQ�ODWR�OD�ULÀHVVLRQH�VXOO¶HVLVWHQ]D�XPDQD��GDOO¶DOWUR�
la teologia, siano strettamente connesse con l’ordinamento naturale del mondo, mettendo 
LQ�JXDUGLD�GDO�QRQ�FRQIRQGHUH�OD�QR]LRQH�GL�FDRV�HVLRGHD�FRQ�LO�GLVRUGLQH�H�OD�FRQIXVLRQH��
parimenti anche l’antitesi FKDRV�NRVPRV�VDUHEEH��VHFRQGR�-DHJHU��XQ¶LQYHQ]LRQH�PRGHUQD���
(VLRGR�� ULFKLDPDQGRVL� D� QRUPH�XQLYHUVDOL� H� YROHQGR� FRQIHULUH� DOOD�PROWHSOLFLWj� GHL� IH-

nomeni una spiegazione genetica, partendo da un caos primordiale, appare come un vero e 
SURSULR�SUHFXUVRUH�GHOOD�ULÀHVVLRQH�¿ORVR¿FD��QHO�VXR�SDVVDJJLR�GDO�mythos al logos.

*OL�,RQLFL�ULSUHQGRQR�O¶LPPDJLQH�GL�XQ�XQLYHUVR�FKH�KD�DYXWR�XQD�VXD�RULJLQH�H�XQ�VXR�LQL-
]LR�WHPSRUDOH��HVFOXGHQGR�OD�SURYHQLHQ]D�GDO�QXOOD��O¶XQLYHUVR�QRQ�ULPDUUj�XJXDOH�D�VH�VWHVVR�
nel corso del tempo, esso sarà soggetto al divenire e perirà, ma non nel senso di un ritorno al 
QXOOD�DVVROXWR��TXDQWR�GL�XQ�ULWRUQR�D�TXHO�TXDOFRVD�GL�LPPXWDELOH�GD�FXL�O¶XQLYHUVR�KD�WUDWWR�
RULJLQH�� VHFRQGR� O¶LGHD�GL�FLFOLFLWj�FKH�KD�FRVWLWXLWR� LO�FDUDWWHUH�GLVWLQWLYR�GHOOD� ULÀHVVLRQH�
¿ORVR¿FD�H�GHOO¶LPPDJLQH�GHOOD�WHPSRUDOLWj�SURSULH�GHO�SHQVLHUR�JUHFR�DQWLFR���

��� (�$��+DYHORFN��$OOH�RULJLQL�GHOOD�¿ORVR¿D�JUHFD��8QD�UHYLVLRQH�VWRULFD��/DWHU]D��%DUL�������SS�����
����

��� :��-DHJHU��La teologia dei primi pensatori greci, /D�1XRYD�,WDOLD��)LUHQ]H�������SS��������
��� (��%HUWL��In principio era la meraviglia��/DWHU]D��5RPD�%DUL�������SS������
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