
Somali women’s poetry has long been marginalised in a society where 
men have traditionally dominated both the public and literary spaces. 

In this book, I offer a close reading of poems by Somali women, 
focusing on three main types: lullabies, poems that explore gender 

dynamics and relationships with men, and poems addressing political 
and social issues. I explore how these poets use language to express 
their thoughts and make their messages powerful and persuasive. 

I argue that Somali women’s poetry is neither unsophisticated 
nor peripheral; rather, it is a rich and vital form of expression 

that challenges prevailing gendered hierarchies. By foregrounding 
its complexity and cultural significance, I hope to provoke further 
reflection on genre, status, and impact of Somali women’s poetry

 in a gendered world.
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poets in the Horn and the diaspora engage with gender, identity 

and social change. Her current interests centre on amplifying 
women’s voices in Somali poetic traditions and rethinking 

their place in global literary discourse.
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erwise hear it. Far from being ‘trivial’ or ‘unsophisticated’, Somali
women’s poetry forms a crucial part of Somali literature, presenting
complex and nuanced discourses both by women and about women. As
they navigate personal transformations and historical shifts within their
communities, Somali women use poetry to express their thoughts and
emotions, reinforce or challenge gender expectations, and shape their
social environment through this cherished artistic tradition.
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